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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of Decenber 19, 1990 (P.L.1234, No.204),
entitled "An act establishing a programto assist persons who
bear primary responsibility for the at-honme care of
functionally dependent older adults and victins of chronic
denmentia," further providing for intent, for definitions, for
caregi ver support program for reinbursenents and for
entitlement.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 of the act of Decenber
19, 1990 (P.L.1234, No.204), known as the Fam |y Caregiver
Support Act, are anended to read:

Section 2. Intent.

It is the intent of this act to ease the strain of caregiving

and to assist [relatives] those who bear primary responsibility

for the at-honme care of functionally dependent ol der adults and



ot her adults who are victinms of chronic denmentia by providing
resources for services such as the foll ow ng:
(1) Assistance to the PRI MARY caregiver to assure that

supports to the [functionally dependent ol der adult or adult

suffering froma chronic denmentia] care receiver are adequate

and appropriate to maintain these individuals in the hone.
(2) Intermttent, planned or energency relief to the

(3) Restoration or naintenance of the PRI MARY
caregiver's wel | -being.

(4) Preservation of the PRI MARY caregiver's inform
supports such as famly and friends.

(5) Supportive social services to the PRI MARY caregiver.

(6) Affordable services through a cost-sharing nmechani sm
devel oped by the departnent for those famlies whose
househol d i nconmes do not exceed 380% of the poverty |evel.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

["Adult."” A person 18 years of age or older residing within
this Cormonwealth who is suffering froma chronic denentia such
as Al zhei mer's disease.]

"Adult with chronic denentia." A person 18 years of age or

older residing within this Commonweal th who has an irreversible

gl obal | oss of cognitive function causi ng evident intell ectual

i mpai rment whi ch al ways i ncludes menory | oss, without alteration

of state of consci ousness as di agnosed by a physician and i s

severe enough to interfere with work or social activities, or

both, and to require conti nuous care Or supervisSion.
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"Area agency on aging." The single |ocal agency designated
by the department within each planning and service area to
adm ni ster the delivery of a conprehensive and coordi nated pl an
of social and other services and activities in the planning and
servi ce area.

"Care receiver." A functionally dependent ol der adult or

other adult with chronic denentia who is being cared for by a

prinmary caregiver

["Chronic denentia.” An irreversible global |oss of
cognitive function causing evident intellectual inpairnment which
al ways includes nenory |oss, without alteration of state of
consci ousness as di agnosed by a physician and is severe enough
tointerfere with work or social activities, or both and to
require continuous care or supervision.]
"Departnment.” The Departnent of Aging of the Commonweal th.
"FEDERAL POVERTY GUIDELINES." THE POVERTY GUI DELI NES UPDATED <—

PERI ODI CALLY IN THE FEDERAL REG STER BY THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

AND HUVAN SERVI CES UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF 42 U.S.C. 8 9902(2)

(RELATI NG TO DEFI NI TI ONS)

"Functionally dependent ol der adult.” A person 60 years of
age or older residing within this Conmonweal th who, because of
his or her inability to performtasks required for daily living
as defined through regul ati on and as assessed by the area agency
on agi ng, needs continuous care or supervision.
"Home nodification.” Reasonable nodifications to the
structure of a hone for the purpose of reducing the caregiving
burden of the PRI MARY caregiver, as approved by the departnent. <—
Modi fications do not include repairs, and paynent for such
repairs i s prohibited.

"Househol d i ncome." The incone of all nenbers of the
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household with the exception of a mnor or dependent student.

“Income.” Al income, from whatever source derived,
including, but not limted to, wages, salaries, Social Security
or railroad retirenment incone, public assistance incone,
realized capital gains and worknen's conpensation. The
departnment shall determ ne income anmounts and incl usions for
pur poses of this act through regul ation.

"Primary caregiver." The one identified [relative] adult

fam |y nmenber or other individual who has assunmed the primry

responsi bility for the provision of care needed to maintain the
physi cal or nmental health of a [functionally dependent ol der

adult or other adult suffering fromchronic denmentia, who |ives
in the sane residence with such individual on a continuous basis

and] care receiver and who does not receive financial

conpensation for the care provided. A substantiated case of
abuse, neglect, exploitation, abandonnment as defined in the act
of Novenber 6, 1987 (P.L.381, No.79), known as the O der Adults
Protective Services Act, or pursuant to any other civil or
crimnal statute regarding an older adult, shall prohibit a
PRI MARY caregiver fromreceiving benefits under this act unless
aut hori zed by the departnent to prevent further abuse.
["Relative."” A spouse or parent, child, stepparent,
stepchil d, grandparent, grandchild, brother, sister, half-
brother, half-sister, aunt, great aunt, uncle, great uncle,
ni ece, nephew, by bl ood, marriage or adoption.]
"Respite care service." A regular, intermttent or energency
service which provides the primary caregiver of a [functionally

dependent ol der adult or other adult suffering froma chronic

denmentia] care receiver with relief from normal caregiving

duties and responsibilities.
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Section 4. [Caregiver] PRI MARY CAREG VER support program <—

(a) Description.--The persons to be served under this act
are UNPAID, primary[, unpaid] caregivers who [live with and] <—

provi de continuous care to a [functionally dependent ol der adult

or other adult suffering froma chronic denmentia such as

Al zhei nmer' s di sease] care receiver
(b) Authority.--

(1) The departnment shall devel op operating procedures
and guidelines and shall contract with area agencies on aging
to provide the benefits set forth in this act.

(2) The departnent shall have the authority to devel op
criteria through regulation relating to eligibility for
act .

(3) After all eligibility criteria have been net, the

departnent shall qgive priority in awardi ng assi stance pai d

for by the State Lottery Fund to prinmary caregi vers who

provide care for a functionally dependent ol der adult and an

adult 60 years of age or older with chronic denentia, such as

Al zhei mer' s di sease.

(c) Supportive services.--The departnment shall identify by
regul ati on supportive services which are directly related to the
provi sion of care to the [functionally dependent ol der adult or

ot her adult suffering fromchronic denentia] care receiver

Supportive services include, but are not limted to:

(1) Benefits counseling and PRI MARY car egi ver <—

counsel i ng, education and trai ning.
(2) Reinbursenent to primary caregivers whose care
receivers' households financially qualify for assistance

[ pursuant to] under section 5 and as set forth through
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regul ation for expenses incurred in obtaining day or night
respite care services, transportation to respite care service
| ocations or other supportive services defined by regulation,
and consumabl e supplies such as incontinence pads.

(3) Reinbursenent to primary caregivers whose care
receivers' households financially qualify for assistance
[ pursuant to] under section 5 and as devel oped through
regul ation for expenses incurred in obtaining home
nodi fications or assistive devices as approved by the
departnment which help the [functionally dependent ol der adult

or adult suffering fromchronic denentia] care receiver to

carry out tasks required for daily living such as grab bars,
safety devi ces and wheel chair ranps.
Section 5. Reinbursenents.
(a) General rule.--The departnment through contracts with
area agenci es on aging shall provide the services described [in]

under section 4(c)(1) and shall reinburse qualified primry

(b) Maxi num anmounts. - -
(1) The nmaxi mum anount available to a qualified PR MARY

caregi ver whose care receivers' household inconme is under

200% of [poverty level] THE FEDERAL POVERTY GUI DELI NE shal |

be established by regulation, but shall not exceed [$200]
$500 per nonth, for out-of-pocket expenses incurred for
services described [in] under section 4(c)(2).

(2) The nmaxi mum anount available to a qualified PR MARY

caregi ver whose care receivers' household inconme is under

200% of [poverty level] THE FEDERAL POVERTY GUI DELI NE shal |

be established by regulation, but shall not exceed [ $2, 000]
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1 $6,000 for the entire duration of the case, for expenses

2 incurred for hone nodifications or assistive devices as

3 described [in] under section 4(c)(3).

4 (c) Scale of benefits.--A sliding benefits scale shall be

5 established by the departnment by regulation to ensure that

6 PRI MARY caregivers [who] whose care receivers qualify under this
7 act and whose househol d [incone exceeds 200% of poverty |evel]

8 | NCOVES EXCEED 200% OF THE FEDERAL POVERTY GUI DELI NE shal | pay

9 sone portion of the out-of-pocket expenses for services

10 described [in] under section 4(c). In no event will PRI MARY

11 caregivers whose care receivers' household [incones exceeds 380%
12 of the poverty |level] I NCOVES EXCEED 380% OF THE FEDERAL POVERTY
13 GU DELINE be considered eligible for benefits under this act.

14 Section 6. Entitlenent not created.

15 Not hing in this act creates or provides any individual wth
16 an entitlenment to services or benefits. [It is the intent of the
17 General Assenbly that services] Services under this act shall be
18 nmde available only to the extent of the availability and | evel
19 of appropriations nmade by the General Assenbly.
20 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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