PRINTER S NO. 2612

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1804 55

| NTRODUCED BY YUDI CHAK, SOLOBAY, K. SM TH, SIPTROTH, PYLE
BARRAR, GEORGE, CGRUCELA, HARKI NS, HENNESSEY, JOSEPHS
LONG ETTI, Ml LVAINE SM TH, PETRONE, THOVAS, WJJNARGCSKI ,
YOUNGBLOOD AND MURT, OCTOBER 15, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE
OCTOBER 15, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of Decenber 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112),
entitled "An act relating to the right to practice nedicine
and surgery and the right to practice nedically related acts;
reestablishing the State Board of Medical Education and

Li censure as the State Board of Medicine and providing for

its conmposition, powers and duties; providing for the

i ssuance of licenses and certificates and the suspension and

revocation of licenses and certificates; providing penalties;

and making repeals,” further providing for respiratory care
practitioners.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 13.1 of the act of Decenber 20, 1985
(P.L.457, No.112), known as the Medical Practice Act of 1985,
added July 2, 1993 (P.L.424, No.60), is anended to read:
Section 13.1. Respiratory care practitioners.

[(a) Certificate required.--Eighteen nonths after the
effective date of this section, it shall be unlawful for any
person to hold hinself out to the public as a respiratory care

practitioner and to practice or offer to practice respiratory
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care unless he holds a valid, current tenporary permt or
certificate issued by the board.

(b) Use of title.--Arespiratory care practitioner who hol ds
a valid, current tenporary permt or certificate issued by the
board may use the title respiratory care practitioner or
respiratory care practitioner-certified or an appropriate
abbreviation of that title such as "RC P." or "R C P.-C. "]

(a) Criteria for certification as a respiratory care

practiti oner.--The board shall approve for |licensure as a

respiratory care practiti oner an appli cant who:

(1) Subnits evidence satisfactory to the board, on forns

supplied by the board, that the appli cant has net one or nore

of the following criteri a:

(i) Has graduated froma respiratory care program

approved by the Joint Review Commttee for Respiratory

Ther apy Educati on and passed the Certified Respiratory

Ther api st Exami nati on as detern ned by the Nati onal Board

for Respiratory Care.

(ii) Has been credentialed as a Certified

Respiratory Therapy Techni ci an or Regi stered Respiratory

Ther api st by the Nati onal Board for Respiratory Care.

(iii) Holds a valid license, certificate or

regi stration as a respiratory care practitioner in

another state, territory or the District of Col unbi a

whi ch has been i ssued based on requirenents substantially

the sane as those required by the Commonweal th, incl udi ng

t he exam nati on requirenent.

(iv) Has continuously and actively provi ded

respiratory care services for a mni numof 12 nonths

i mmedi ately preceding the effective date of this

20070H1804B2612 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

subsecti on, and has passed the Certified Respiratory

Ther api st Examnmi nati on as deternm ned by the Nati onal Board

for Respiratory Care.

(2) Has paid the appropriate fee in the formof a check

or noney order.

(3) Has satisfied the board that the applicant is of

good noral character, and is not unfit or unable to practice

as a respiratory therapi st by reason of the extent or nmnner

of his use of al coholic beverages or controll ed substances or

by reason of a physical or nental disability.

(a.1) License required.--Ei ghteen nonths after the effective

date of this section, it shall be unlawful for any person to

hold hinself out to the public as a respiratory therapist or to

practice or offer to practice respiratory therapy unl ess the

person holds a valid, current |license i ssued by the board or the

State Board of Osteopathi c Medi cal Exanmi ners.

(b) Use of title.--A respiratory therapi st who holds a

valid, current |license issued by either board nay use the title

respiratory therapi st or licensed respiratory therapi st, or an

appropri ate abbreviation of the title, such as "RT."

(c) Regulations.--The board is authorized to pronul gate
regul ations to i nplenent this section.

(d) Supervision and scope of practice.--A respiratory care
practitioner certified by the board may inplenent direct
respiratory care to an individual being treated by either a
i censed nedical doctor or a |icensed doctor of osteopathic
medi ci ne, upon physician prescription or referral, or under
nmedi cal direction and approval consistent with standi ng orders
or protocols of an institution or health care facility. This

care may constitute indirect services such as consultation or
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1 evaluation of an individual and al so includes, but is not

2 limted to, the foll ow ng services:

3 (1) Adm nistration of nedical gases.

4 (2) Humdity and aerosol therapy.

5 (3) Adm nistration of aerosolized nedications.

6 (4) Intermttent positive pressure breathing.

7 (5) Incentive spironetry.

8 (6) Bronchopul nonary hygi ene.

9 (7) WManagenent and nmi ntenance of natural airways.
10 (8) Muaintenance and insertion of artificial airways.
11 (9) Cardiopul nonary rehabilitation.

12 (10) Managenent and mai nt enance of nechani cal

13 ventil ation.

14 (11) Measurenment of ventilatory flows, volunes and
15 pressures.

16 (12) Analysis of ventilatory gases and bl ood gases.
17 (13) OXxinetry.

18 (14) Capnography.

19 (15) Sinple spironetry.

20 (16) Consci ous_sedati on.

21 (17) ECMO

22 (18) Henodynani c_noni toring.

23 (19) Assistance with bronchoscopy (therapeutic,

24 di agnostic, interventional).

25 (d.1) Oher licensed nedical practitioners.--1n addition to
26 licensed respiratory therapists, other |icensed nedical

27 practitioners nmay performthe procedures enunerated in this

28 section:

29 (1) only upon physician prescription or referral; or

30 (2) while under nedical direction consistent with
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1 standing orders or protocols in an institution or health care
2 facility; and

3 (3) having been tested for conpetency for each procedure
4 as outlined in requlations to be pronul gated by the board.

5 (e) Exenptions.--This section shall not prevent or restrict
6 the practices, services or activities of:

7 (1) A person licensed or certified in this Commonweal th
8 to provide another health care service, including, but not

9 limted to, physicians, physical therapists, chiropractors,
10 nurses, dentists, physician assistants and podiatri sts.

11 (2) A person rendering respiratory care services

12 pursuant to enpl oynent by a Federal agency.

13 (3) A person pursuing a course of study leading to a

14 degree or certificate in respiratory care in an accredited

15 educational program if he is clearly designated as a student
16 and provides care under supervision inplenmented through that
17 program

18 (4) A person executing or conveying medical orders

19 pursuant to |lawful del egation by a physician.
20 (5) A person who, pursuant to |awful del egation by a
21 physi ci an, delivers, installs, nonitors or maintains a device
22 whi ch enabl es an individual to self-admnister respiratory
23 care.
24 (6) A person qualified by academ ¢ and cli ni cal
25 education to operate extracorporeal circulation equipnment in
26 a medical or surgical setting which requires support to or
27 the tenporary replacenent of a patient's circulatory or
28 respiratory functions.
29 (f) Referrals to State Board of Osteopathic Medicine. --

30 Information or allegations filed with the board agai nst a
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1 respiratory care practitioner certified by the State Board of
2 GOsteopathic Medicine shall be referred to that board for

3 appropriate action.
4

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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