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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1744z

| NTRODUCED BY CALTAG RONE, BLACKWELL, DONATUCCI, FRANKEL
GODSHALL, HARPER, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KOTI K, MANDERI NO, M:cGEEHAN
MURT, MYERS, M O BRI EN, PAYTON, SIPTROTH, STEIL, STURLA,
J. TAYLOR, THOVAS, WALKO AND YOUNGBLOOD, JULY 13, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JULY 13, 2007
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, further providing for grading of theft
of fenses and for sale or transfer of firearns; providing for
l[imts on lending or transferring a handgun, for a study by
the Joint State Governnent Conm ssion and for additional
authority for the Ofice of Attorney Ceneral; and nmaking an
appropriation.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Sections 3903(a)(3) and 6111(b)(5) of Title 18 of
t he Pennsyl vani a Consol i dated Statutes are anmended to read:
§ 3903. G ading of theft offenses.
(a) Felony of the second degree.--Theft constitutes a felony
of the second degree if:
* * %
[(3) In the case of theft by receiving stolen property,
the property received, retained or disposed of is a firearm

and the receiver is in the business of buying or selling

stol en property].
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* * %

8§ 6111. Sale or transfer of firearns.
* %
(b) Duty of seller.--No licensed inporter, |icensed
manuf acturer or |icensed deal er shall sell or deliver any
firearmto another person, other than a licensed inporter,
i censed manufacturer, |icensed dealer or |icensed collector,
until the conditions of subsection (a) have been satisfied and
until he has:
* %
(5) (i) Issued a receipt containing the informtion
from paragraph (4), including the unique approval nunber
of the purchaser. This receipt shall be prim facie
evi dence of the purchaser's or transferee's conpliance
with the provisions of this section.

(ii) Provided to the buyer of a firearm as defi ned

in section 6102, a copy of the notice provided for in

section 6111.6 (relating to notice of limts on | ending

or transferring a handgun).

* * %

Section 2. Title 18 is anended by addi ng sections to read:

8 6111. 6. Notice of limts on |l ending or transferring a

Each purchaser of a firearm as defined in § 6102 (rel ati ng

to definitions), shall receive a copy of a notice, to be

pronul gated by the Pennsyl vania State Police, containing the

foll owi ng i nformati on:

Notice of Limts on Lendi ng

or Transferring a Handgun

As the owner of a handgun, you nust conply with certain
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| egal obligations and restrictions. You nay not | end or give

t he handgun to any person, except as provided in 18 Pa.C. S. 8

6115(b) (relating to rules and requl ations). A violation of

this provision is a crine punishable by five years

i npri sonnent and a $10,000 fine. You may not sell or transfer

t he handgun to another person unless the sale or transfer

occurs at a licensed dealer or the office of the county

sheriff, as provided in 18 Pa.C.S. § 6111(c) (relating to

sale or transfer of firearns). A violation of this provision

is a crinme, punishable by two years inprisonnent and a $5, 000

fine. If the person to whom you sell or transfer the handgun

is ineligible to possess a handgun, the penalty is seven

vears i nprisonnent and a $15, 000 fi ne.

8 6111.7. Study by Joint State Governnent Conmi SSi on.

The Joint State Governnent Conmi ssion shall conduct a

conti nuing study for the purpose of evaluating the extent, if

any, to which nmultiple purchases of firearns, as defined in

section 6102 (relating to definitions), by any individual during

the period of the study are a contri buting factor to the use of

firearns in crimnal activity. Beqginning on the effecti ve date

of this section and ending three years fromthe effective date

of this section, the Pennsylvania State Police shall provide to

the conm ssion such information as i s necessary to conduct the

study. The conmi ssion nmay contract with such persons as

appropriate for the purposes of carrying out the study. The

commi ssion shall issue a final report on the study within three

vears and six nonths after the effective date of this section.

The conm Ssion nay i ssue interimreports as it deens

appropriate. No identifying i nformati on obtai ned by the

conmmi ssion may be publicly rel eased by the conm ssi on or any
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other person in the reports or in any other manner. The

commi ssion shall nake informati on which it conpiles on nultiple

firearns purchases available to the Ofice of Attorney General

for | aw enforcenent purposes. The Ofice of Attorney General or

any other | aw enforcenent agency whi ch receives such i nfornmation

shall treat the information as intelligence i nfornmati on subj ect

to the provisions of Chapter 91 (relating to crimnal history

record i nformation).

8 6127. Ofice of Attorney General.

(a) Authority.--In addition to the authority conferred upon

the Attorney General by the act of COctober 15, 1980 (P.L. 950,

No. 164), known as the Commonweal th Attorneys Act, the Attorney

CGCeneral shall have the authority to i nvestigate and to institute

crimnal proceedings for any violation of this chapter. No

person charged with a violation of this chapter by the Attorney

CGCeneral shall have standing to chall enge the authority of the

Attorney General to investigate or prosecute the case, and, if

any such chall enge is nade, the chall enge shall be di sn ssed and

no relief shall be available in the courts of this Comonweal th

to the person naki ng the chall enge.

(b) Record exam nation.--The Attorney General may inspect or

exanmi ne the inventory and records of a |licensed i nporter,

|i censed manufacturer or |licensed deal er wi thout reasonabl e

cause or warrant:

(1) in the course of a reasonable inquiry during the

course of a crimnal investigation of a person or persons

other than the |icensee;

(2) for ensuring conpliance with the recordkeepi ng

requi renents of this chapter

(i) not nore than once during any 12-nonth peri od;
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(ii) at any tine with respect to records relating to

a firearminvolved in a crimnal investigation that is

traced to the |licensee; or

(3) when such inspection or exam nati on nay be required

for determ ning the di sposition of one or nore particul ar

firearns in the course of a bona fide crimnal investigation.

(c) Authority of | aw enforcenent officers.--Nothing in this
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section shall limt or abrogate any exi sting authority of any

10 law enforcenent officer to investigate or_arrest for any

11 violation of law, or obtain or execute any search warrant,

12 subpoena or other |egal process.

13 Section 3. The sum of $300,000 is hereby appropriated to the
14 Joint State Governnent Conmm ssion for the purposes of conducting
15 the study provided for in 18 Pa.C. S. 8§ 6111.7.

16 Section 4. 18 Pa.C. S. 8§ 6127 shall expire three years after
17 the effective date of this act.

18 Section 5. This act shall take effect in six nonths.
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