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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1666 *%5”

I NTRODUCED BY K. SM TH, CARROLL, EVERETT, FAI RCH LD, GOODVAN
JAMES, KENNEY, R M LLER, MJNDY, READSHAW THOVAS, WANSACZ,
YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK, JULY 3, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, JULY 3, 2007
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AN ACT
Requiring State agencies to conduct public hearings in certain
geographic areas of this Conmmonweal th prior to inplenenting
pi |l ot prograns.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the G ve
Pennsyl vani ans a Voi ce Act.
Section 2. Legislative intent.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:
(1) The Commonweal th adm ni sters vari ous prograns
i ntended to enhance the well-being of its citizens and
pronot e economn ¢ devel opnent .
(2) Many of these prograns are funded through Federal
and State appropriations, and the ongoi ng chal |l enge of
mai ntai ning and i nproving efficiency in these progranms is an
ongoi ng process.

(3) The continual erosion of Federal resources across
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all program areas increases pressure on State officials, as

wel |l as the General Assenbly, to continue to provide nuch

needed benefits and services.

(4) Reductions and elimnations in Federal funding
necessitate changes in the adm nistration of prograns and
servi ces.

(5) These changes often result in significantly reduced
benefits as well as revisions in how they are adm ni stered,
sonmeti mes causi ng additional adm nistrative burdens on snal
vendor s.

(6) Before inplenenting significant admnistrative
changes, State agencies should provide that portion of the
public to be inpacted by the changes with an opportunity to
comment on the potential consequences of the changes.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Executive agency." A departnent overseeing a specific
i ndustry or program area under the jurisdiction of the Governor
as defined in Article Il of the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L. 177,
No. 175), known as The Admi nistrative Code of 1929.

"North central."” That geographic area of this Commobnweal th
t hat enconpasses Bradford, Centre, dinton, Colunbia, Lycom ng,
Mont our, Northunberl and, Potter, Snyder, Sullivan, Tioga and
Uni on Counti es.

"Northeast." That geographic area of this Commonweal th that
enconpasses Carbon, Lackawanna, Lehi gh, Luzerne, Monroe,

Nor t hanpt on, Pi ke, Susquehanna, Wayne and Wom ng Counti es.

“"Northwest." That geographic area of this Commonweal t h that
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enconpasses Caneron, Clarion, Cearfield, Crawford, Elk, Erie,
Forest, Jefferson, Lawence, MKean, Mercer, Venango and Warren
Count i es.

"South Central." That geographic area of this Commonweal th
t hat enconpasses Adans, Berks, Blair, Bedford, Cunberl and,
Dauphi n, Franklin, Fulton, Huntingdon, Juniata, Lancaster,
Lebanon, Mfflin, Perry, Schuylkill and York Counti es.

"Sout heast." That geographic area of this Commonweal th that
enconpasses Bucks, Chester, Del aware, Montgonery and
Phi | adel phi a Counti es.

"Sout hwest . " That geographic area of this Commonweal th that
enconpasses Al | egheny, Arnstrong, Beaver, Butler, Canbri a,
Fayette, G eene, Indiana, Sonmerset, Washington and West norel and
Count i es.

Section 4. Public hearings required.

(a) General rule.--Wenever an executive agency proposes to
make a significant change in the adm nistration of or benefits
avai |l abl e through a program funded in whole or in part with
revenues fromthe Commonweal th and nmakes a determ nation to
i npl enment a pilot programto review the inpact of the changes,

t he executive agency shall conduct at |east one public hearing
in the geographic area of this Commonwealth that will be
affected by the proposed changes.

(b) Statewi de pilot prograns.--1f the proposed changes wil |
be inplenmented in a pilot program conducted on a Statew de
basis, at |east one public hearing shall be held in each of the
foll owi ng geographi c areas: the Northeast, North Central,

Nort hwest, Sout heast, South Central and Sout hwest.
Section 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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