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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1556 *%5

I NTRODUCED BY LONG ETTI, COHEN, EACHUS, FREENAN, GEORGE,
HARKI NS, JOSEPHS, Kl RKLAND, KORTZ, KOTIK, LEACH, MANDERI NO
MARKGOSEK, M GEEHAN, Ml LVAINE SM TH, SHI MKUS, SI PTROTH
WALKO, YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK, JUNE 14, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON | NSURANCE, JUNE 14, 2007

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), entitled "An
2 act relating to insurance; anending, revising, and

3 consolidating the | aw providing for the incorporation of

4 i nsurance conpani es, and the regul ati on, supervision, and

5 protection of hone and foreign insurance conpani es, LI oyds

6 associ ations, reciprocal and inter-insurance exchanges, and

7 fire insurance rating bureaus, and the regul ati on and

8 supervi sion of insurance carried by such conpani es,

9 associ ations, and exchanges, including insurance carried by
10 the State Workmen' s | nsurance Fund; providing penalties; and
11 repealing existing laws,"™ further providing for conditions
12 subject to which policies are to be issued; and providing for
13 heal th i nsurance coverage for certain children of insured
14 parents.

15 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

16 hereby enacts as foll ows:

17 Section 1. Section 617(A)(3) and (9) of the act of My 17,
18 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known as The | nsurance Conpany Law of
19 1921, repeal ed and added May 25, 1951 (P.L.417, No.99) and

20 January 18, 1968 (1967 P.L.969, No.433), are anended to read:
21 Section 617. Conditions Subject to Wich Policies Are to Be
22 lssued.--(A) No such policy shall be delivered or issued for

23 delivery to any person in this Commonweal th unl ess:
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(3) it purports to insure only one person, except that a
policy may insure, originally or by subsequent amendnent, upon
the application of an adult head of a famly who shall be deened
t he policyholder, any two or nore eligible nenbers of that
fam ly, including husband, w fe, dependent children or any

chil dren under a specified age which, except as provided under

section 617.1, shall not exceed nineteen years and any ot her

per son dependent upon the policyhol der; and

(9) A policy delivered or issued for delivery after January
1, 1968, under which coverage of a dependent of a policyhol der
termnates at a specified age shall, with respect to an
unmarried child covered by the policy prior to the attai nment of

t he age of nineteen or except as provided under section 617.1,

the age of twenty-nine, who is incapable of self-sustaining

enpl oynment by reason of nental retardation or physical handicap
and who becane so incapable prior to attai nnent of age nineteen
and who is chiefly dependent upon such policyhol der for support
and mai nt enance, not so termnate while the policy remains in
force and the dependent remains in such condition, if the

pol i cyhol der has within thirty-one days of such dependent's
attainment of the limting age submtted proof of such
dependent's incapacity as described herein. The foregoing

provi sions of this paragraph shall not require an insurer to

i nsure a dependent who is a nentally retarded or physically
handi capped child where the policy is underwitten on evidence
of insurability based on health factors set forth in the
application or where such dependent does not satisfy the

conditions of the policy as to any requirenment for evidence of
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insurability or other provisions of the policy, satisfaction of
which is required for coverage thereunder to take effect. In any
such case the terns of the policy shall apply with regard to the
coverage or exclusion from coverage of such dependent.

* %

Section 2. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 617. 1. Heal th | nsurance Coverage for Certain

Children of Insured Parents.--(A) An insurer that issues,

delivers, executes or renews health care insurance in this

Commpnweal t h, under whi ch coverage of a child would ot herw se

termnate at a specified age, shall, at the option of the

child' s parent or quardi an, provide coverage to a child of the

i nsured beyond that specified age, up through the age of twenty-

ni ne, provided that the child neet all of the foll ow ng

requi renents:

(1) Is not marri ed.

(2) Has no dependents.

(3) Is aresident of this Commpbnwealth or is enrolled as a

full-tinme student at an institution of higher education in this

Commpnweal t h.

(4) |s not covered by another health i nsurance policy.

(B) An insured may exercise the option provi ded under

subsection (A) at any tine during the termof the policy by

notice to the insurer

(C) Enployers shall not be required to contri bute to any

i ncreased prenm um charged by the i nsurer for the exercise of the

opti on provi ded under subsection (A), but the contributi ons nay

be agreed to by the enpl oyer.

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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