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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1497 =55

| NTRODUCED BY VI TALI, LEVDANSKY, BRENNAN, CARROLL, FREEMAN,
JOSEPHS, KORTZ, LEACH MANDERI NO, M O BRI EN, WALKO AND
TANGRETTI, JUNE 7, 2007

REFERRED TO COVWM TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, JUNE 7, 2007
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled

" An

act concerning elections, including general, nunicipal,

special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating

and

defini ng nmenbershi p of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codi fying,
revising and consolidating the | aws relatlng t heret o; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” providing for public financing for candi dates for

t he
t he

of fice of Governor and Lieutenant Governor; establishing
Pennsyl vani a Fair Canpai gn Fund; and providi ng

qualifications for funding, for paynents, for use of funds,

f or
f or

The

her eby

aut hori zed expenditures, for limtation on contributions,
return of funds and for penalties.

CGeneral Assenbly of the Comonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), known

as the

Pennsyl vani a El ection Code, is amended by addi ng an

article to read:

ARTI CLE XVI-A

Pennsyl vani a Gubernatori al Public Fi nanci ng

Section 1601-A. Short title.
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This article shall be known and nay be cited as the

Pennsyl vani a Gubernatori al Public Fi nanci ng Act.

Secti on 1602- A. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this article

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Candi date." Any of the foll ow ng:

(1) an individual seeking nonm nation or election to the

office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor who has filed a

nom nati on petition or noni nati on paper;

(2) an individual who receives contri buti ons or nakes

expendi tures in connection with seeki ng nonm nati on or

election to the office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor; or

(3) an individual on behalf of whom a reqi stration

statenent nmust be filed in accordance with secti on 1624.

"Commi ssion." The State Ethics Conm ssi on.

"Contribution.” A contribution as defined by section 1621.

"Expendi ture." An expenditure as defined by section 1621.

"Fund." The Pennsyl vani a Fair Canpai gn Fund established in

section 1605-A

"]l ndependent expenditure." An expenditure by a person nande

for the purpose of influencing an el ection w thout cooperation

or consultation with any candi date or any political conmittee

aut hori zed by that candidate and which is not made i n concert

with or at the request or suqggestion of any candi date or

political commttee or agent thereof.

"Mpjor political party." A political party whose candi date

for Governor received either the hi ghest or second hi ghest

nunber of votes in the precedi ng gubernatorial el ection.

Section 1603-A. Application and adnmini stration of article.
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(a) GCeneral rule.--The provisions of this article shall be

applicable to candidates for the offices of Governor and

Li eut enant Gover nor .

(b) Single candi dacy. --For the purposes of this article

insofar as it relates to funding of noni nated candi dates in the

general election, a political party's or political body's

nom nat ed candi dates for Governor and Li eutenant Governor shal

be consi dered as one candi dacy, and the provi sions specifically

applicable to the Governor shall be applicable to the conbi ned

(c) Adnministration.--The provisions of this article shall be

adm ni stered by the State Ethics Conm ssion. The conmi ssi on nay

adopt rules and requl ati ons as may be required to i npl enent the

provisions of this article and to carry out its purpose.

Secti on 1604-A. Canpai gn conmttee required.

Each candi date for Governor or Lieutenant Governor shall form

a canpai gn comm ttee through which all canpai gn contri buti ons

shall be received and all canpai gn expendi tures shall be

di sbur sed.

Secti on 1605- A. Pennsyl vani a Fair Canpai gn Fund est abl i shed.

There is hereby established a special restricted receipts

fund in the State Treasury to be known as the Pennsyl vania Fair

Canpai gn Fund. Paynents shall be nmade into this fund pursuant to

section 1606-A, and di sbursenments shall be made from the fund

only upon the warrant of the comm ssion and a warrant of the

State Treasurer. As nuch of the noneys in the fund as are

necessary to nmake paynents to candi dates as provided in this

article are appropriated fromthe Pennsyl vani a Fair Canpai gn

Fund on a conti nuing basis for the purpose of such payments.

Secti on 1606- A. Fundi ng t he Pennsyl vani a Fai r Canpai gn.
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(a) GCeneral rule.--Beginning with tax years conmenci ng

January 1, 2008, and thereafter, each individual subject to the

tax i nposed by Article Ill of the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.86,

No. 2), known as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, whose tax liability

for the vear is $5 or nore nmay desi gnate $5 of hi s personal

i ncone taxes to be paid into the fund. In the case of narried

taxpayers filing a joint return, each spouse nmay desi gnate $5 to

be paid into the fund if their tax liability is $10 or nore. Al

of these designated tax revenues shall be paid into the fund.

The check-off and instructions shall be prom nently di spl ayed on

the first page of the return form The instructions shal

readily indicate that these desi gnati ons nei ther increase nor

decrease an individual's tax liability.

(b)Y Funding.--The General Assenbly shall appropriate noney

to the Fair Canpai gn Fund sufficient to fully fund al

requi renents of this article including the adnm nistrati ve,

i nvestigati ve and enforcenent responsibilities of the State

Et hi cs Conmi ssi on. Upon notice by the conmm ssi on, the CGeneral

Assenbly shall appropriate to the conm ssi on out of the CGeneral

Fund such additional suns as nay be required to carry out the

pur poses of this article if the suns first appropri ated becone

i nadequat e.

Section 1607-A. Certification of noneys in fund.

By June 30 of each year, the State Treasurer shall certify to

the conm ssion the current bal ance available in the fund.

Section 1608-A. CQualification for funding.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any candidate for the offices of CGovernor

and Li eut enant Governor may apply for funding under this article

if the candidate neets the contri butory threshol ds established

in subsection (b) and otherw se conforns to the requirenents of
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1 this article. No candidate shall be obligated to apply for

2 funding under this article and if any candidate elects not to

3 apply, the provisions of this article pertaining to limts on

4 expenditures or the use of his personal funds shall be

5 inapplicable to the person and his candi dacy. Any candi date

6 electing to receive funding under this article shall declare his
7 intention to do so and specify the office for which he is a

8 candidate. No candidate for the office of CGovernor, nom nated at
9 a primary election, may elect to receive funding under this

10 article for a general election unless the candidate elected to
11 receive funding under this article for the primary election. Any
12 candidate who for any reason has his nane withdrawn fromthe

13 ballot, after receipt of funds under this article, shall return
14 to the fund all unspent noney received fromthe fund.

15 (b) Thresholds. --

16 (1) In order to qualify for funding in a general

17 election, a candidate for Governor nust receive subsequent to
18 the date of that candidate's prinmary election but prior to

19 the date of the candidate's general election $450,000 in
20 qualifying contributions.
21 (2) In order to qualify for funding in a prinmary
22 election, a candidate nust receive, prior to the date of the
23 primary election but after beconming a candidate, the
24 foll ow ng anounts:
25 Ofice Qualifying Contributions Required
26 (i) Governor $225, 000
27 (ii) Lieutenant Governor 100, 000
28 (3) For purposes of this section, the term"qualifying
29 contribution” includes any contribution which has all of the
30 follow ng characteristics:
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(i) WMade by an individual resident of Pennsyl vani a.

(ii) WMade by a witten i nstrunent which i ndi cates

the contributor's full name and nmiling address and i s

not intended to be returned to the contri butor or

transferred to another political conmttee or candi date.

(4) |If a contributor recei ves goods or services of val ue

in return for his contribution, the qualifying contribution

shall be calculated as the original contribution, nmnus the

fair market value of the goods or services received.

(c) Evidence of qualifying contributions.--Each candi dat e

who el ects to apply for funding under this article shall provide

evi dence that the candi date has rai sed the qualifying

contri butions required by this secti on which evi dence shall be

verified and certified as correct by the auditors of the State

Et hi cs Conmi ssi on.

(d) Audit.--The commi ssion shall conduct a conplete audit of

all candi dates receiving funds under this article. Such audits

shall be conducted the year followi ng the el ecti on for which

funds were distributed. The Secretary of the Commonweal th shal

provi de the conm ssion at no cost all reports of contributi ons

and expenditures filed pursuant to Article XVI by candi dates for

Governor and Li eutenant Governor, their political conmmittees and

all other political conmittees who have contri buted to such

candi dat es.

(e) Procedure.--The auditors shall conduct their audit in

accord with sound accounting princi ples and shall make findi ngs

of any possible violations of this article. Al audited

candi dates and their commttees shall furnish any records to the

accountants whi ch the accountants deem necessary for the

conpl etion of their work.
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(f) Public report.--The conm ssion shall nmake public the

report of the auditors and shall provide a copy to the Attorney

CGCeneral for the institution of such crimnal proceedi ngs as he

or she shall deem necessary.

Secti on 1609- A. Fundi ng fornul a.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Every candidate who qualifies for funding

for an el ecti on pursuant to section 1608-A shall receive

mat chi ng paynents fromthe fund in the anount of $2 for each

dollar of qualifying contribution.

(b) Purpose.--The $2 for each dollar of qualifying

contri butions provided by this section shall be provided both

for qualifying contributions rai sed which exceed the threshol d

anounts specified in section 1608-A and for those qualifying

contri butions which are attributable to neeting the threshold

anounts necessary to qualify for funding under this article.

(c) Eligibility.--

(1) Only those qualifying contributi ons nade during the

peri od between the date of becom ng a candi date and the date

of the primary el ection shall be eliqgible for matchi ng

paynents fromthe fund for the primary el ection.

(2) Only those qualifying contributi ons nade during the

peri od between the prinmary el ection and the general el ection

of the year in which that candidate runs for office shall be

eligible for matchi ng paynents fromthe fund for the general

el ecti on.

(d) Reporting requirenents.--Mtching funds shall not be

provi ded for any qualifying contributions unl ess the reporting

requi renents required by the conm ssion are sati sfi ed.

Section 1610-A. Limtati ons on fundi ng.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Every candidate who qualifies for and
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recei ves fundi ng pursuant to the fornmula establi shed by this

article shall be entitled to receive no nore than the nmaxi num

anount specified in subsection (b) for the office the candi date

i s seeking.

(b)Y WNMaxi num fundi ng. - -

(1) The maxi num anount of fundi ng avail abl e for each

candi date for Governor at a general el ection under this

article shall be $9, 000, 000.

(2) The maxi nrum amount of fundi ng avail able for the

prinmary el ection for each candi date under this article shal

be as foll ows:

Ofice Maxi mum Pennsyl vani a Fair

Canpai gn Fundi ng

(i) Governor $5, 500, 000

(ii) Lieutenant Governor 2, 000, 000

If a major party candi date for Governor chooses not to

participate in the funding programunder this article, the

maxi num anount of public funding for the primary and gener al

el ections to which the nonpartici pati ng candi date woul d have

been entitled under this section shall be divided equally anpng

the participati ng candi dates for Governor

Section 1611-A. Tine of paynents.

A candi date for Governor and Li eutenant Governor in the case

of a primary el ection nay begin to recei ve public funding

paynents after he or she has received the qualifying

contri buti on amounts required by section 1608-A(b)(2) in the

case of a primary el ection and section 1608-A(b)(1) in the case

of a general election. The conm ssi on shall make paynents

authori zed by this article at | east every two weeks. However,

except for the final paynent, no paynent shall be due or paid if
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t he paynent does not equal at | east $5, 000.

Section 1612-A. Use of funds by candi dat es.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Funds distributed to candi dates pursuant

to this article nay be used only for the el ection for which they

are distributed and only for the purposes set forth in this

article except that no fund noneys nay be used:

(1) To transfer to other candidates or to conm ttees of

ot her candi dates or to political conmttees.

(2) To pay for expenditures incurred as foll ows:

(i) after the date of the primary el ection in the

case of an unsuccessful primry candi date; or

(ii) after the date of the general election in the

case of all other candi dates.

(b)Y Single bank account.--Funds distri buted to a candi dat e

pursuant to this article shall be placed in a single bank

account. Expenditures fromthis account shall be made only for

canpai gn expenses listed in subsection (a).

Section 1613-A. Expendi t ur es.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Expenditures made by a candi date for

Governor, for all purposes and fromall sources, including but

not limted to anounts of funds distributed under this article,

proceeds of |oans, gifts, contributions fromany source or

personal funds, subsequent to the date of the primary el ection

but prior to the date of the general election, nmay not exceed

$13, 500, 000.

(b) WMaxi num expendi tures. --Expendi tures nade by a candi date

prior to the date of the primary el ecti on nmay not exceed the

foll ow ng unl ess otherw se provi ded:

Ofice Total Expenditure Limts

(1) Gover nor $9, 000, 000
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(2) Lieutenant Governor 3, 000, 000

(c) Applicability.--The expenditure limts of this section

apply only to candi dates who receive public fundi ng pursuant to

this article, except that a candi date who accepts public fundi ng

but whose political party opponent in a general election elects

not to apply for the public funding shall not be bound by the

expenditure limts of this section.

(d) Nonparticipating candi dates.--Notw t hst andi ng any ot her

provision of this article, a candi date who accepts public

fundi ng pursuant to the fornul a established, but whose nmjor

political party opponents in a primary el ection elect to not

apply for the public funding, shall not be bound by the

expenditure limts specified in this section.

Section 1614-A. Annual report.

The conm ssion shall report annually to the Governor and the

CGCeneral Assenbly on the operations of funding as provi ded by

this article. This report shall include, but not be linmted to,

the revenues and expenditures in the fund, the anpunts

distributed to candidates, the results of any audits perforned

on candidates in conpliance with this article and any

prosecuti ons brought for violations of this article.

Section 1615-A. Ret urn of excess funds.

(a) Prinmary election.--Al unexpended canpai gn funds in a

candi date's and his authorized conmittees' possessi on 60 days

after a primary el ection shall be returned to the State board

for deposit in the fund, up to the anpbunt of the funds which

were distributed to the candidate under this article for the

primary el ection.

(b)Y General election.--Al unexpended canpai gn funds in a

candi date's and his authorized conmittees' possessi on 60 days

20070H1497B1860 - 10 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

after a general election shall be returned to the State board

for deposit in the fund, up to the anpbunt of the funds which

were distributed to the candidate under this article for the

general el ection.

Section 1616-A. Limtati ons on certain contributions.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The provisions of this section apply to

any contributi on nade for the purpose of influencing any

election to the office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor

regardl ess of whether the candidate for that office has applied

for or received funding under this article.

(b)Y Aggregate contri butions. --Aggregate contri buti ons,

i ncluding i n-kind contributions, fromany person or political

committee to any candi date for Governor or Lieutenant Governor,

his authorized conm ttee or agent shall not exceed $5, 000 for

t he candidate's prinmary el ecti on and $5,000 for the candi date's

general election. Furthernore, for each el ecti on, no candi dat e,

his authori zed comm ttee or agent shall accept or receive nore

t han $5,000 for the candidate's primary el ecti on and $5, 000 for

the candi date's general el ection in aggregate contri buti ons,

i ncluding i n-kind contributions, from any person.

(c) Gfts.--A gift, subscription, |oan, advance or deposit

of npbney or anything of value to a candi date shall be consi dered

a contribution both by the original source of the contribution

and by any internediary or conduit if the internedi ary or

condui t:

(1) exercises any direction over the nmaking of the

contri bution; or

(2) solicits the contribution or arranges for the

contri bution made and directly or indirectly nmakes the

candi date aware of such internediary or conduit's role in
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soliciting or arranging the contri bution for the candi date.

(d) Exceptions.--For purposes of subsection (c), a

contri bution shall not be considered to be a contri buti on by an

internediary or conduit to the candidate if:

(1) the internediary or conduit has been retained by the

candi date's committee for the purpose of fundraising and i s

rei nbursed for expenses incurred in soliciting contributions;

(2) in the case of an individual, the candi date has

expressly authorized the internmediary or conduit to engage in

fundrai sing, or the individual occupies a significant

position within the candi date's canpai gn or gani zati on; or

(3) in the case of a political commttee, the

internediary or conduit is the authorized conmmttee of the

candi dat e.

(e) Personal funds.--No candidate for Governor or Lieutenant

Gover nor who accepts public funding in accordance with this

article may contri bute from personal funds nore than an

aggregate of $35,000 in connection with his or her primry and

general el ecti on canpai gns.

Section 1617-A. I nteracti ve qubernatorial prinmary and general

el ecti on debates; participation by

candi dat es.

(a) GCeneral rule.--In any year in which a primary el ecti on

is to be held to nom nate candi dates for the offices of Governor

and Li eutenant Governor, there shall be held anong the several

candi dates for each nonmination a series of interactive prinmary

debates. Al candi dates who have filed nonination petitions in

accordance with this act for these offices and have applied or

intend to apply to receive noney for el ecti on canpai gn expenses

fromthe fund shall participate in the debates. Any other
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candi date, who woul d have ot herwi se qualified for public funding

under section 1608-A(b)(2) 20 days before the date of the

debate, may partici pate, provided that the other candi date

notifies the conm ssion of the candidate's intent to partici pate

no |l ater than 20 days before the date of the debate. |In any vyear

in which no candi date or only one candidate for a nom nation i s

required or elects to participate, no prinary debate shall be

required to be held under this subsecti on.

(b) Debates.--In any yvear in which a general electionis to

be held for the offices of Governor and Li eutenant Governor,

there shall be held a series of interactive debates in which al

candi dates who have recei ved nom nati ons for these offices at

the primary or through the filing of nonmi nati on papers in

accordance with this act and have applied or intend to apply to

recei ve noney for el ection canpai gn expenses fromthe fund shal

partici pate. Any ot her candi date, who woul d have ot herw se

qualified for public fundi ng under section 1608-A(b)(1) 20 days

before the date of the debate, may partici pate, provided that

the other candidate notifies the conm ssion of the candi date's

intent to participate no |later than 20 days before the date of

t he debat e.

Section 1618-A. Tine and contents; sponsors.

(a) Prinmary el ection.--There shall be two gubernatorial and

two |ieutenant qubernatorial prinmary debates. Each of the

debates shall be at | east one hour in duration. The first debate

shall occur not earlier than the date on which the nanes of

candi dates to appear on the primary ballot are certified by the

Secretary of the Commpbnweal th in accordance with section 916 and

t he second debate shall occur not |ater than the Tuesday

precedi ng the primary el ecti on.
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(b)Y General election.--There shall be three gubernatori al

and three |ieutenant qubernatorial debates. Each of the debates

shall be at | east one hour. The first debate shall occur not

earlier than 50 days before the date of the general el ection,

and the second debate shall occur not |ater than the Tuesday

precedi ng the el ecti on.

(c) Sponsors.--Private organi zati ons whi ch are not

affiliated with any political party or with any hol der of or

candi date for public office and whi ch have not endorsed any

candidate in the pending primary or general election for the

office of Governor shall be eligible to sponsor one or nore

i nteracti ve gubernatorial primry debates or interactive

gubernatorial el ecti on debates under subsection (a) or (b),

respectivel y.

(d) Applications.--The conmi ssion shall accept applications

fromeligible private organi zati ons to sponsor one or nore of

the interacti ve debates. Applications to sponsor debates under

subsection (a) shall be submtted to the comm ssion no | ater

than March 15 of any year in which a primary election is to be

held to nom nate candi dates for the office of Governor and

Li eut enant Governor, and applications to sponsor debates under

subsection (b) shall be submtted to the comm ssion no | ater

than July 1 of any year in which a general electionis to be

held to fill the office of Governor.

(e) Selection.--Were the nunber of eliqgible applicants to

sponsor prinmary debates or el ecti on debates exceed the nunber

prescri bed under subsections (a) and (b)), respectively, the

commi ssion shall select the private organi zati ons from anong t he

applicants within 30 days of the |last day for subnmtting those

applications, as provided under this subsection. To the nmaxi num
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extent practicable and feasible, the conm ssion shall select a

different private organi zation to sponsor each of the

i nteracti ve gubernatori al debates, but shall not be precluded

fromsel ecting the sane private organi zati on to sponsor nore

t han one debat e.

(f) Responsibilities.--The private organi zati ons sel ected by

the conm ssion shall be responsible for selecting the date, tine

and | ocation of the debates, subject to the limtati ons set

forth in this section. The rules for conducti ng each debate

shall be solely the responsibility of the private organi zati ons

so sel ected, but shall not be nade final w thout consultation

with both the chairman of the State comm ttee of each politica

party in the case of prinary debates, and with a representative

desi gnated by each of the participating candidates in the case

of general election debates.

Section 1619-A. Fail ure of candidate to partici pate in debates;

conpl ai nt; hearing; determ nation; penalties.

(a) Powers and duties.--The conm ssion shall have the power

and duty, upon receipt of a conpl ai nt agai nst a candi date for

nom nation for election or for election for the office of

Governor or Lieutenant Governor who is required to participate

in primary debates or el ecti on debates, respectively, to hold a

hearing to determ ne whether that candidate has failed to

participate in debates. |f, at the conclusion of a heari ng under

this section, the conm ssion deternines by majority vote that a

candi date required to participate under this act has failed to

do so, the chairnman shall imediately informthe candidate in

witing of that determ nation, identifying in that witing the

date and circunstances of the failure. If, after having found

that a candidate required to participate in a prinary or
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1 election debate has failed to do so, the conm ssion further

2 finds that the failure occurred under circunstances which were

3 beyond the control of the candidate and were of such a nature

4 that a reasonable person, taking into account the purposes of

5 this act and the relevant facts of the case, would find the

6 failure justifiable or excusable, then the candi date shall not

7 be subject to any penalty or liability for failing to

8 participate. The candidate charged with failure to participate

9 shall have the burden of showi ng justification or excuse.

10 (b) Liability.--The canpaign of any candidate or forner

11 candidate who shall have been required to participate in a

12 primary debate or election debate under this article, but who

13 has been found to have failed to do so w thout reasonable

14 justification or excuse, shall be Iiable for return of noneys

15 previously received for use by the candidate to pay prinary

16 election canpaign expenses or _general el ection canpaign

17 expenses, respectively. The conm ssion shall deternine the total
18 anount of noneys for election canpaign expenses in that year by
19 the conmission to the candidate under this article, as
20 appropriate, and shall notify the canpaign treasurer of the
21 candidate of the liability as of the date of the notice, for the
22 repaynent of those nobneys plus interest on the unpaid anmpunt of
23 that liability fromthat date at the rate of 1% for each nonth
24 or fractional a part of a nonth during which that anount renmins
25 unpaid.
26 Section 1620-A. Penalties.
27 The follow ng shall apply:
28 (1) A person who violates the provisions of this article
29 and who, as a result, obtains funds under this article to
30 which he is not entitled conmits a m sdeneanor of the first
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deqgree and shall, upon conviction, be subject to a fine not

to exceed the greater of $10,000, or three tines the anount

of funds wongfully obtained or to i nprisonnent for up to

five years, or both.

(2) A person who violates section 1612-A or 1613-A

commts a m sdeneanor of the first deqree and shall, upon

convi ction, be subject to a fine not to exceed the greater of

$10,000, or three tines the anount of funds that were

wongfully used or expended or to inprisonnent for up to five

years, or both.

(3) Except as provided in subsections (a) and (b), a

person who violates any provision of this article conmts a

m sdeneanor of the third degree and shall, upon conviction,

be subject to a fine of not nore than $1,000, or to

i mpri sonnent for up to one year, or both.

(4) Al fines and penalties assessed pursuant to this

article shall be deposited in the Pennsyl vani a Fair Canpai gn

Section 1621-A. Severability.

The provisions of this article are severable. |If any

provision of this article or its application to any person or

circunstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect

ot her provisions or applications of this article which can be

gi ven effect without the invalid provision or application.

Section 1622-A. Applicability.

Fundi ng from the Pennsyl vania Fair Canpai gn Fund shall be

provi ded to candi dates for Statew de office beginning with the

prinmary el ection of 2008 and i n each gubernatorial primry and

el ection thereafter.

Section 2. The dollar figures contained in this act shall be
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1 adjusted annually at a rate equal to the average percentage

2 change in the Al -Uban Consuner Price Index for the Pittsburgh,
3 Phil adel phia and Scranton standard netropolitan statistical

4 areas as published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the

5 United States Departnent of Labor, or any successor agency,

6 occurring in the prior calendar year. The base year shall be

7 2007. The average shall be calculated and certified annually by
8 the comm ssion by adding the percentage increase in each of the
9 three areas and dividing by three. The cal culation and resulting
10 new dollar figures shall be published in March in the
11 Pennsylvania Bulletin. The checkoff referred to in section 1606-
12 A of the Pennsylvania Election Code shall be rounded to the
13 nearest dollar.
14 Section 3. This act shall take effect imediately.
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