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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1492 %55
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AN ACT

Providing for electronic nonitoring in nursing hones, personal
care hones and assisted living facilities.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the El ectronic
Monitoring in Nursing Hones Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Nursing home.” Any institution or facility in which nursing

care and rel ated nedical or other health services are provided
for a period exceeding 24 hours, for two or nore individuals,

who are not relatives of the admi nistrator and who are not

acutely ill and not in need of hospitalization, but who, because

of age, illness, disease, injury, conval escence or physical or
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mental infirmty need such care.

"Nursing home administrator.” Any individual who is charged
with the general adm nistration of a nursing home, whether or
not the individual has an ownership interest in the nursing hone
and whether or not the adm nistrator's functions and duties are
shared with one or nore other individuals.

"Personal care home" or "assisted living facility.” Any
prem ses in which food, shelter and personal assistance or
supervi sion are provided for a period exceeding 24 hours for
four or nore adults who are not relatives of the operators, who
do not require the services in or of a licensed |long-termcare
facility, but who require assistance or supervision in such
matters as dressing, bathing, diet, financial managenent,
evacuation of a residence in the event of an emergency or
medi cation prescribed for self-adm nistration.

"Personal care home administrator™ or "assisted living
facility adm nistrator.” Any individual who is charged with the
general adm nistration of a personal care honme or assisted
living facility, whether or not the individual has an ownership
interest in the hone or facility or the admnistrator's
functions and duties are shared with other individuals.

Section 3. Electronic nonitoring in nursing hones, personal
care hones or assisted living facilities.

(a) GCeneral rule.--A nursing honme, personal care hone or
assisted living facility shall make reasonabl e physi cal
accommodation for electronic nonitoring by providing:

(1) A reasonably secure place to nmount the electronic
noni t ori ng devi ce.
(2) Access to power sources.

(b) Notice.--A nursing home, personal care home or assisted
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living facility shall informa resident of the nursing hone,
personal care hone or assisted living facility or the |egal
representative of the resident of the resident's right to

el ectroni ¢ nonitoring.

(c) Conditions.--

(1) A nursing home, personal care honme or assisted
living facility may request a resident of the nursing hone,
personal care hone or assisted living facility or a
resident's personal representative to conduct electronic
nmonitoring within plain view

(2) A resident of a nursing hone, personal care hone or
assisted living facility who wishes to install an electronic
nmoni toring device nmay be required by the nursing hone
adm ni strator, personal care honme adm nistrator or assisted
living facility adm nistrator to nake the request in witing.

Section 4. Admissibility of videotape as evi dence.

Subj ect to the rules of evidence, a tape created through the
use of electronic nonitoring shall be adm ssible in either a
civil or crimnal action brought in a court of this
Conmonweal t h.

Section 5. Violation of act.

(a) Operation in violation.--A person who operates a nursing
home, personal care hone or assisted living facility in
violation of this act conmmts a m sdeneanor of the third degree
and shall, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not
nore than $2,500 or to inprisonment of not nore than one year
or bot h.

(b) Tanpering or destroying device or tape.--A person who
willfully and without the consent of a resident of a nursing

home, personal care hone or assisted living facility hanpers,
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obstructs, tanpers with or destroys an el ectronic nonitoring
device or tape commts a m sdeneanor of the third degree and
shal |, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not nore
t han $2,500 or to inprisonment for not nore than one year, or
bot h.

Secti on 6. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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