SENATE ANVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 2269, 4021, 4114 PRINTER S NO. 4378

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1490 %5

I NTRODUCED BY EACHUS, DALEY, HARKINS, M O BRI EN, PASHI NSKI
BELFANTI , GECRCE, JOSEPHS, LEVDANSKY, HORNAMAN, KULA,
Mel LVAINE SM TH, CURRY, MJUNDY, K. SM TH, STABACK, SURRA,
BRENNAN, HESS, MAHONEY, GALLOWMAY, GERGELY, SWANCER, LEACH
WAGNER, CAPPELLI, J. VH TE, G BBONS AND PRESTON, JULY 9, 2007

SENATOR WONDERLI NG, COMVUNI CATI ONS AND TECHNOLOGY, | N SENATE, AS
AMENDED, SEPTEMBER 18, 2008

AN ACT

Rel ating to broadband depl oynent, mapping and availability.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Broadband
Depl oynent, Mapping and Availability Act.
Section 2. Declaration of policy.

The following is declared to be the policy of the CGeneral
Assenbl y:

(1) Broadband availability is a critical factor of
econoni ¢ devel opnent to stinulate conmerce and increase job
creation and retention in this Commonweal t h.

(2) High-speed Internet access, or broadband, is
essential infrastructure that has been proven to stinulate

econoni ¢ devel opnent, create jobs and increase property



1 val ues and tax receipts.

2 (3) The deploynent and adoption of broadband technol ogy
3 has resulted in enhanced econom c devel opnent and public

4 safety, inproved health care and educati onal opportunities
5 and a better quality of life for all Pennsyl vani ans.

6 (4) A Statew de broadband and advanced service inventory
7 established in 66 Pa.C.S. 8§ 3014(m (relating to network

8 noderni zation plans) is a vital building block to a nore

9 i nformed broadband poli cy.

10 (5) Inproving data collection and mappi ng of the

11 depl oynment and adopti on of broadband and advanced services
12 will assist in identifying any underserved areas and

13 utilizing existing resources to trigger the deploynent of
14 br oadband and advanced services in such areas.

15 (6) The General Assenbly recognizes and encourages

16 conplenmentary State efforts to inprove the quality and

17 usef ul ness of broadband and advanced service data collected
18 at the Departnment of Community and Econom c Devel opnent as
19 required under 66 Pa.C.S. Ch. 30 (relating to alternative
20 formof regulation of telecomrunications services).
21 (7) The General Assenbly continues to encourage and
22 support the established partnership between public and
23 private sectors in the universal deploynent of broadband
24 services as nmandated under 66 Pa.C. S. § 3014(c) for the
25 residents and businesses of this Conmmonwealth.
26 Section 3. Mapping and report.
27 The Departnent of Community and Econom c Devel opnent shal

28 work collaboratively with alternative service providers,
29 advanced service providers, broadband service providers and
30 information technol ogy conpani es, as mandated under 66 Pa.C. S. 8§
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3014(m) (relating to network nodernization plans) in order to:

(1) Maintain and update the Conmonweal th's broadband and
advanced service inventory map on its Internet website no
| ess than on a nonthly basis to:
(1) identify broadband and advanced service
penetration | evels through a nethod of geographic
i nformati on system mappi ng of service availability;
(i) wutilize existing State prograns to aggregate
demand for the increased depl oynment of high-speed
br oadband and advanced service in any underserved areas;
and
(iti1) provide a baseline and ongoi ng assessnent of
St at ewi de broadband and advanced service depl oynent in
terms of total househol ds with high-speed broadband
avai l ability.
(2) Upon direction by and consultation with the
Department of Comrunity and Econom c Devel opnent, | ocal
devel opnent districts, as defined under 66 Pa.C. S. § 3012
(relating to definitions) shall be authorized to establish e-
community teans to devel op proposals for achieving greater
use of technology in local conmunities and to increase the
depl oynment of broadband and advanced services in any
under served communities. The e-conmmunity teans shall include
provi ders of broadband and advanced services, econom c
devel opnent erganizatiens— AND | abor organi zati ons and,
TECHNOLOGY provi ders ef—technoloegy, education and health care
PROVI DERS and may al so i nclude other nongovernnental entities
interested in advancing the goals of this act.
(3) Encourage progranms to inpreve | NCREASE conput er
ownership and, Internet access for—disenfranchised AND

20070H1490B4378 - 3 -



1 BROADBAND AVAI LABI LI TY TO UNDERSERVED popul ati ons across this

2 Commonweal t h.

3 (4) Protect the confidentiality of trade secrets and

4 ot her proprietary business information of alternative service

5 provi ders, broadband service providers and information

6 service providers.

7 (5) Issue an annual report to the General Assenbly

8 detailing its efforts to nmap broadband and advanced service

9 avai lability throughout this Commonweal th, identify

10 underserved areas and asstst—intheinereased MAKE <—
11 RECOMVENDATI ONS ON WAYS TO | NCREASE THE depl oynent of high— <—
12 speed broadband and advanced services under existing State

13 pr ogr ans.

14 Section 4. Contracting with a nonprofit.

15 The Departnent of Community and Econom c Devel opnent may

16 contract with a nonprofit organization to acconplish the

17 objectives set forth under section 3(1) and (3), subject to the

18 confidentiality requirenments set forth under section 3(4).

19 Section 20. Effective date.
20 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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