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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1484 %5

| NTRODUCED BY W LLI AM5, BELFANTI, BI SHOP, BLACKWELL, COHEN
DePASQUALE, D. EVANS, FABRI ZI O, FREEMAN, HENNESSEY, JAMES,
JOSEPHS, W KELLER, KI RKLAND, MANDERI NO, MARKGOSEK, MYERS,
M O BRI EN, CLIVER, PARKER, ROEBUCK, SABATI NA AND WATERS
JUNE 5, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON URBAN AFFAI RS, JUNE 5, 2007

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of May 28, 1937 (P.L.955, No.265), entitled, as
2 anended, "An act to pronote public health, safety, norals,

3 and wel fare by declaring the necessity of creating public

4 bodi es, corporate and politic, to be known as housi ng

5 authorities to engage in slumclearance, and to undertake

6 projects, to provide dwelling accomobdati ons for persons of

7 | ow i ncome; providing for the organization of such housing

8 authorities; defining their powers and duties; providing for
9 t he exercise of such powers, including the acquisition of

10 property by purchase, gift or em nent domain, the renting and
11 selling of property, and including borrow ng noney, issuing
12 bonds, and ot her obligations, and giving security therefor;
13 prescri bing the renedi es of obligees of housing authorities;
14 aut hori zing housing authorities to enter into agreenents,

15 i ncluding agreenents with the United States, the

16 Commonweal th, and political subdivisions and nunicipalities
17 t hereof ; defining the application of zoning, sanitary, and

18 building | aws and regulations to projects built or maintained
19 by such housing authorities; exenpting the property and
20 securities of such housing authorities fromtaxation; and
21 i mposi ng duties and conferring powers upon the State Pl anning
22 Board, and certain other State officers and departnents,”
23 addi ng definitions; providing for operating cost assistance
24 grants; establishing the Operating Cost Assistance G ant
25 Fund; making editorial changes; and maki ng an appropriation.
26 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

27 hereby enacts as follows:

28 Section 1. Section 3 of the act of May 28, 1937 (P.L.955,



No. 265), known as the Housing Authorities Law, is anended by
addi ng cl auses to read:

Section 3. Definitions.--The foll ow ng words, ternms, and
phrases, where used or referred to in this act, shall have the
nmeani ngs ascribed to themin this section, except in those
i nstances where the context clearly indicates a different
meani ng:

* * %

(e.1) "Departnent." The Departnent of Conmunity and

Econom ¢ Devel opnent of the Conmbnweal t h.

* * %

(0.1) "Public Housing." A |owincome housi ng project owned,

| eased, either in the capacity of | essor or | essee, held or

fi nanced by an Authority.

* * %

Section 2. Sections 4.1 and 4.2 of the act, added Novenber
16, 1967 (P.L.495, No.?242), are anended to read:

Section 4.1. Dissolution of City Authorities.--If a city
authority has never issued any bonds, or incurred any other
debts or contractual obligations, or has paid and has been
rel eased from and di scharged of all debts and bonded,
contractual and other obligations, the governing body of the
city may, after three years fromthe date of the certificate
descri bed in subsection (e) of section 4, or earlier if a proper
resolution of the authority requests the action hereinafter
descri bed, find and declare by proper resolution that its
functions can be nore properly carried out by a county authority
and that there is no |l onger any need for the authority created
for such city to function. In such case the governing body shal

issue a certificate reciting the adoption of such resol ution,
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and shall cause such certificate to be filed with the Depart nent
of State and two duplicates thereof with the Departnent of

Community [Affairs] and Econonic Devel opnent. Upon such filing

the city authority shall cease to function, and title to any
assets held by the authority at that tinme shall pass to the
city. A copy of the certificate described in this section shal
be adm ssible in any suit, action or proceeding and shall be
concl usive proof that the authority has ceased to be in

exi stence.

Section 4.2. Dissolution of County Authorities.--1f a county
authority has never issued any bonds, or incurred any other
debts or contractual obligations, or has paid and has been
rel eased from and di scharged of all debts and bonded,
contractual and other obligations, the governing body of the
county may, after three years fromthe date of the certificate
descri bed in subsection (e) of section 4, or earlier if a proper
resolution of the authority requests the action hereinafter
descri bed, find and declare by proper resolution that there is
no | onger any need for the authority created for such county to
function. In such case the governing body shall issue a
certificate reciting the adoption of such resolution, and shal
cause such certificate to be filed with the Departnent of State
and two duplicates thereof with the Departnment of Comrunity

[Affairs] and Econom c Devel opnent. Upon such filing the county

authority shall cease to function, and title to any assets held
by the authority at that tinme shall pass to the county. A copy
of the certificate described in this section shall be adm ssible
in any suit, action or proceeding and shall be concl usive proof
that the authority has ceased to be in existence.

Section 3. Section 22 of the act, anended Cctober 19, 1967
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(P.L.461, No.218), is anended to read:

Section 22. Aid from Federal Governnent.--In addition to the
powers conferred upon an Authority by other provisions of this
act, an Authority is enpowered to borrow noney or accept grants
or other financial assistance fromthe Federal Governnent for,
or in aid of, any housing project within its area of operation,
to take over or | ease or manage any housi ng project or
undert aki ng constructed or owed by the Federal Governnent, and
to these ends to conply with such conditions, and enter into
such nortgages, trust indentures, |eases or agreenments as may be
necessary, convenient or desirable. It is the purpose and intent
of this act to authorize every Authority to do any and al
t hi ngs necessary or desirable to secure the financial aid or
cooperation of the Federal Government in the undert aking,
construction, maintenance or operation of any housing project by
such Authority: Provided, That upon conpletion of an application
of an Authority for financial assistance of the Federal
Government in connection with a housing project, the Authority
shall file with the Departnent of Community [Affairs] and

Econom c Devel opnent a report describing the project, including

but not limted to the location and type of the project, the

nunber of dwelling units in the project, the size of the

i ndi vidual dwelling units expressed in nunber of bedroons, the

nunber of dwelling units of the various sizes, the nunber of

dwel l'ing units proposed for the elderly, and the character of

any comrercial or community facilities included in the project.
Section 4. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Section 23.1. Operating Cost Assistance Grants.--(a) The

Operati ng Cost Assi stance Grant Fund is hereby established as a

separate fund in the State Treasury to assist Authorities to
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ensure the efficient and safe operati on of public housing

facilities. Paynents fromthe fund to Authorities in the form of

grants shall be used to defray the cost to operate and nanage

publ i c housing, including the foll ow ng:

(1) Procedures and systens to maintain and ensure the

effici ent managenent and operati on of public housing units,

i ncl udi ng anounts sufficient to pay for the reasonabl e costs of

revi ew by an i ndependent auditor.

(2) Activities to ensure a program of routine preventative

mai nt enance.

(3) Anticrinme and antidrug activities, including the cost of

provi di ng adequate security for residents of public housing, and

above baseline police service agreenents.

(4) Activities related to the provi sion of services,

i ncl udi ng service coordinators for elderly persons or persons

with disabilities.

(5) Activities to provide for managenent and parti ci pati on

in the nanagenent and poli cynmaki ng of public housi ng by public

housi ng resi dents.

(6) The costs of insurance.

(7)) Energy costs associated with public housing units with

an enphasi s on enerqgy conservati on.

(8) Costs of repaying, together with rent contri buti ons,

debt incurred to finance the rehabilitati on and devel opnent of

public housing units.

(b)Y The departnent shall allocate funds for operating cost

assi stance grants as fol |l ows:

(1) Miltiply one hundred ($100) dollars per ACC unit nonth

by the nunber of ACC units in this Commonweal th as descri bed by

t he Departnment of Housi ng and Urban Devel opment as of June 1 of
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the prior fiscal year.

(2) Miltiply the total from subcl ause (1) by twelve (12)

(c) An Authority shall submt docunentati on to support an

al l ocation for an operati ng cost assi stance grant by subnitting

to the departnent docunentati on of the unit nonths under | ease

in the previous fiscal year.

(d) Upon receipt of an application, the departnent shal

award funding in accordance with this section to an Authority

within sixty (60) days.

(e) The departnent shall submt to the Governor and to the

CGCeneral Assenbly an annual report covering the adm ni stration

and operation of this section and shall make recommendati ons for

anendnents to this section as it deens proper. Reports and

reconmendati ons shall be presented on or before Decenber 31 of

(f) In order to effectuate and enforce the provisions of

this section, the departnent is authorized to pronul gate

necessary rules and requl ati ons and prescri be conditi ons and

procedures in order to assure conpliance in carrying out the

pur poses for which grants may be made under this section.

(g) As used in this section, the term"ACC units" neans

units receiving adm ni strati ve services as part of the annual

contri butions contract between a public housi ng agency and the

Depart nent of Housi ng and Ur ban Devel opnent.

Section 5. Section 24 of the act, anmended Cctober 19, 1967
(P.L.461, No.218), is anended to read:

Section 24. Reports.--In addition to any other materi al
whi ch an Authority nmust file with the Departnent of Comunity

[ Affairs] and Econom c Devel opnent according to the provisions
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of this act, it shall file with said departnent--

(a) A copy of any rules, regulations or resolutions, and
anmendnents thereto, adopted by it fromtinme to tine.

(b) At least once each year, a report of its activities for
t he precedi ng year, and such other reports as said departnent
may require.

Section 6. The sum of $83, 000,000, or as much thereof as may

be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Operating Cost
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Assi stance Grant Fund for the fiscal year July 1, 2007, to June
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30, 2008, to carry out the provisions of section 23.1 of the
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act .
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Section 7. This act shall take effect in 60 days.

C7L64BI L/ 20070H1484B1830 -7 -



