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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1480 %5

| NTRODUCED BY MANDERI NO, HARPER, BELFANTI, BENN NGTON, Bl SHOP
COHEN, EVERETT, FABRI ZI O, FRANKEL, GERBER, G BBONS, GRUCELA,
HENNESSEY, JAMES, KILLION, KIRKLAND, KORTZ, KOTIK, LEACH,
LEVDANSKY, LONG ETTI, MGEEHAN, M| LVAINE SM TH, MJNDY, MJRT,
MYERS, PARKER, PAYTON, PETRONE, PICKETT, RAMALEY, READSHAW
REI CHLEY, RUBLEY, M SM TH, SOLOBAY, WALKO, WHEATLEY,
J. VH TE, WOINARGCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, BAKER, CARROLL, DALLY,
D. O BRIEN AND PALLONE, JUNE 5, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 5, 2007
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AN ACT
Est abli shing the Public Service Lawers Loan Repaynent
Assi stance Programto provi de repaynent assistance to
qgual i fied applicants enpl oyed by eligible organi zations; and
provi ding for the powers and duties of Pennsylvani a Hi gher
Educati on Assi stance Agency.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Public
Servi ce Lawyers Loan Repaynent Assi stance Act.
Section 2. Definitions.
The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance

Agency.



1 "Eligible organization.” One of the follow ng organi zati ons
2 that is eligible to participate in the program

3 (1) An organization that is incorporated in this

4 Commonweal t h, exenpt from Federal taxes under section

5 501(c) (3), or any successor provision of the Internal Revenue
6 Code of 1986 (Public Law 99-514, 26 U.S.C. 8§ 501(c)(3)),

7 whi ch operates within this Comonweal th for the primry

8 pur pose of providing civil |egal services wthout charge; and
9 whi ch operates to provide such civil legal services to

10 eligible clients and victinms of abuse under contract or

11 subcontract with the Departnment of Public Wl fare for the

12 expenditure of funds appropriated by the General Assenbly for
13 t he provision of |egal services.

14 (2) An organization that is incorporated in this

15 Commonweal t h, exenpt from Federal taxes under section

16 501(c) (3), or any successor provision of the Internal Revenue
17 Code of 1986, that is eligible for grants fromthe

18 Pennsyl vani a I nterest on Lawyers Trust Account Board or a

19 State or | ocal county bar foundation and has the primary
20 pur pose of providing civil |legal services wthout charge for
21 i ndi gent and di sadvant aged persons.
22 (3) An agency of the State or |ocal governnment or an
23 organi zation that is incorporated in this Commonweal t h,
24 exenpt from Federal taxes under section 501(c)(3), or any
25 successor provisions of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,
26 whose primary mssion is to prosecute crimnal defendants or
27 to provide | egal assistance for indigent crimnal defendants.
28 "Program "™ The Public Service Lawers Loan Repaynent

29 Assistance Program established under section 3.
30 "Qualified applicant.” A resident of this Conmonweal th who
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30

is a |law school graduate and who has been hired and is enpl oyed
by an eligi bl e organi zati on.

"Repaynment assistance.” Includes a paynent to assist with or
the forgiveness of a proportional part of a qualified
applicant's student | oan so that the |loan may be partially or
entirely paid off or forgiven
Section 3. Public Service Lawers Loan Repaynent Assi stance

Program

(a) Establishnent.--The Public Service Lawers Loan
Repaynment Assi stance Programis hereby established. The agency
shall adm ni ster the program

(b) Nature of program--For each year that a qualified
applicant is enployed by an eligible organization, the agency
may provi de repaynment assistance.

(c) Paynents.--Based on the anmount of funding avail able, the
agency shall determ ne the amount of repaynent assistance to be
provided in any one year to each qualified applicant. The agency
al so shall determ ne the anmount of repaynent assistance that may
be provided in total over the lifetinme of any one qualified
applicant. The agency shall establish procedures for making
repaynent assistance to qualified applicants.

Section 4. Qualifications for repaynent assistance awards.

(a) Application.--The agency shall establish procedures for
qual i fied applicants to apply and be approved for participation
in the program

(b) Enploynent.--A recipient of repaynent assistance nust be
an enpl oyee of an eligible organization and nmai ntain
sati sfactory enploynent with the eligible organization.

(c) Docunentation.--The agency may require qualified

applicants who participate in the programto submt
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docunentation in order to maintain continued eligibility for the
program
Section 5. Fundi ng.

(a) Sources of funding for awards.--Repaynent assi stance
under this act may be nade to the extent that funds are
appropriated by the General Assenbly or made avail able from
ot her sources for this purpose.

(b) Limtation.--Funds appropriated by the General Assenbly
shall be used solely for qualified applicants enpl oyed by
el i gi bl e organi zati ons.

Section 6. Regul ations.

The agency shall adopt regul ations, policies and procedures
as are necessary to carry out the provisions of this act.
Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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