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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1401 %5

| NTRODUCED BY PALLONE, FABRIZI O HERSHEY, W KELLER, KORTZ,
MURT, PRESTON, READSHAW SABATI NA, SANTONI, SCLOBAY AND
YOUNGBLOOD, JUNE 5, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON JUDI Cl ARY, JUNE 5, 2007
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AN ACT
Arending Title 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) of the Pennsylvani a
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for terrorism and
providing for soliciting or providing support for an act of
terrorismand for hindering prosecution for an act of
terrorism
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Section 2717 of Title 18 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:
§ 2717. Terrorism
(a) GCeneral rule.--A person is guilty of terrorismif he
commts a violent offense intending to do any of the foll ow ng:
(1) Intimdate or coerce a civilian population.
(2) Influence the policy of a governnment by intimdation
or coercion.
(3) Affect the conduct of a governnent.
(b) Grading and penalty.--
(1) If the violent offense is a m sdeneanor or a felony

of the third or second degree, an offense under this section
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shall be classified one degree higher than the classification
of the violent offense specified in section 106 (relating to
cl asses of offenses).

(2) If the violent offense is a felony of the first
degree, a person convicted of an offense under this section
shall be sentenced to a termof inprisonnment fixed by the
court at not nore than 40 years and nay be sentenced to pay a

fine of not nore than $100,000. If the specified offense

resulted in the death of a person other than one of the

parti ci pants, sentencing shall be in accordance with 42

Pa.C.S. § 9711 (relating to sentenci ng procedure for nurder

of the first degree).

(c) Definitions.--As used in this section, the follow ng
wor ds and phrases shall have the neanings given to themin this
subsecti on:

"Dangerous to human life or property.” A violent act or an
act which is intended to or likely to cause death, serious
bodily injury or mass destruction.

"Mass destruction.”™ An act which is intended to or likely to
destroy or cause serious danage to transportation-rel ated
infrastructure or facilities, energy-related infrastructure or
facilities, public or private buildings, places of public
accomodati on or public works under circunstances evincing
depraved indifference to human life or property.

"Violent offense.” An offense under this part, including an
attenpt, conspiracy or solicitation to commt any such of fense,
whi ch is punishable by inprisonment of nore than one year and
i nvol ves an act dangerous to human life or property.

Section 2. Title 18 is anended by addi ng sections to read:

8§ 2718. Soliciting or providing support for terrori smand
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terrori st organi zati ons.

(a) Ofense.--A person conmits the offense of soliciting or

provi di ng support for terrorismor a terrorist organi zati on

when, with the intent that the naterial support or resources

will be used, in whole or in part, to plan, prepare, carry out

or aidin terrorismor the conceal nent of, or an escape from

terrorism he raises, solicits, collects or provides nateri al

support or _resources.

(b)) Gading.--Notwithstandi ng the provi sions of section

2717(b) (relating to terrorism, if the total value of nmateri al

support or resources exceeds $1,000, an offense under this

section is a felony of the second degree; otherwi se, an offense

under this section is a felony of the third degree.

(c) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Material support or resources." Currency or other financial

securities, financial services, |odging, training, safe houses,

fal se documentati on or identificati on, conmuni cati ons equi pnent,

facilities, weapons, |ethal substances, expl osives, personnel,

transportati on and ot her physi cal assets, except nedicine or

reliqgious nmateri al s.

"Terrorism" An act classified as an offense under section

2717(a) (relating to terrorism.

"Terrorist organi zation." The termi ncludes any

organi zati on, donestic or foreign, which directly engages in the

pl anni nqg, preparation, carrying out or aiding of any act of

terrorismand includes, but is not limted to, any organi zati on

under section 219 of the Inmgration and Nationality Act (66

Stat. 163, 8 U.S.C. § 1189) as a foreign terrorist organi zati on.
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8§ 2719. Hi nderi ng prosecution for terrori sm

(a) Ofense.--A person conmmits the offense of hindering

prosecution for terrorismif he renders crin nal assistance to a

person who has commtted terrori sm knowi ng or believing that

(b)) Gading.--Notwithstandi ng the provi sions of section

2717(b) (relating to terrorism, if the terrorismresulted in

the death of a person other than one of the partici pants, an

1
2
3
4
5 such person engaged in conduct constituting terrorism
6
7
8
9

of fense under this section is a felony of the second degree;

10 otherwi se, an offense under this section is a felony of the

11 third degree.

12 (c) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

13 words and phrases shall have the nmeanings given to themin this

14 subsecti on:

15 "Renders crimnal assistance." Wth the intent to prevent,

16 hinder or delay the di scovery or apprehension of, or the

17 bringing of a crimnal charge agai nst, a person who he knows or

18 believes has conmtted an of fense under section 2717 (rel ating

19 to terrorism, or is being sought by | aw enforcenent officials

20 for the comm ssion of an offense under section 2717, or with

21 intent to assist a person in profiting or benefiting fromthe

22 conmm ssion of an offense under section 2717, he:

23 (1) harbors or conceals such person

24 (2) warns such person of inpending discovery or

25 appr ehensi on;

26 (3) provides such person with noney, transportation,
27 weapon, disquise or other neans of avoiding discovery or
28 appr ehensi on;

29 (4) prevents or obstructs, by neans of force,

30 intimdation or deception, anyone from perform ng an act
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1 which mght aid in the discovery or apprehension of such

2 person or _in the bringing of a crimnal charge against him

3 or

4 (5) suppresses, by any act of concealnent, alteration or
5 destruction, any physical evidence which mght aid in the

6 di scovery or apprehension of such person or in the bringing
7 of a crimnal charge against him

8 "Terrorism" An act classified as an offense under section
9 2717(a) (relating to terrorism.

10 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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