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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1320 %5

| NTRODUCED BY SI PTROTH, BELFANTI, BROOKS, CARROLL, CURRY
FRANKEL, GRUCELA, HORNAMAN, JOSEPHS, KORTZ, KOTIK, KULA,
LENTZ, MJRT, PALLONE, PAYNE, PElIFER, PETRONE, SCHRODER
SOLOBAY, THOVAS, WALKO AND YOUNGBLOCOD, MAY 18, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
MAY 18, 2007
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AN ACT
Providing for a programfor the disposal of hone-generated
nmedi cal sharps, and for powers and duties of the Departnent
of Environnmental Protection.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Hone-
Generated Medi cal Sharps Disposal Act.
Section 2. Findings.
The Ceneral Assenbly finds that:
(1) Each year, according to the Environnental Protection
Agency, nore than three billion medical sharps are used by
i ndividuals in their hones.
(2) Typically, these nedical sharps are put into the
househol d trash, where they becone a health hazard for other

menbers of the household and for sanitati on workers.

(3) The hazard includes not only the disconfort of a
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needl e-stick injury, but also the risk of contracting an
i nfecti ous di sease froma contam nated nedi cal sharp

(4) Regulating the disposal of home-generated nedical
sharps will further the public health and safety of

Commonweal th residents.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Environmental Protection of
t he Commonweal t h.

"Hone- generated nedical sharp.” A sharp used by an
i ndi vi dual at hone.

“"Medi cal sharp.” A needle, syringe, |lancet or other sharp
obj ect used for nedical testing or for delivery of medication.
Section 4. Hone-generated nedical sharp disposal program

The departnent shall devel op and inplenment a Statew de
program for the safe, convenient and cost-effective disposal of
home- gener at ed nmedi cal sharps. The program may provide for a
vari ety of nethods of disposal, including:

(1) use of mail-back prograns;

(2) conmunity-based drop-off sites;

(3) nunicipal hazardous waste drop-off sites;

(4) special curbside pickup service; or

(5) hone needl e destruction devices.
The program shall include an educational conponent designed to
informthe public about safe disposal of home-generated nedical
sharps and to pronote the public's use of the programfor safe
di sposal of hone-generated nedi cal sharps.

Section 5. Devel opnent and i npl enentati on.
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The departnent shall develop the programw thin 12 nont hs of
the effective date of this section and shall inplenent the
programw thin 18 nonths of the effective date of this section.

Secti on 6. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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