PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1542 PRINTER S NO. 1834

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1281 %5

| NTRODUCED BY FREEMAN, ARGALL, BARRAR, COHEN, FABRI ZI O, GEl ST,
G NGRI CH, GOODVAN, GRUCELA, HARHAI, HARPER, HENNESSEY,
HERSHEY, JAMES, JOSEPHS, KORTZ, LEACH, LEVDANSKY, MAHONEY,

MANN, MUNDY, MJRT, MYERS, O NEILL, SANTONI, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO

SCHRCDER, Ml LVAINE SM TH, K. SM TH, STABACK, WALKO,
WOINARGCSKI , YOUNGBLOOD AND YUDI CHAK, MNAY 8, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COVMM TTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 5, 2007
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of April 28, 1978 (P.L.87, No.41l), entitled "An
act authorizing the Coomonweal th of Pennsylvania, through the

Depart ment of Environnmental Resources, to enter into such
agreenents and to acquire such interest as may be necessary

to establish, protect and maintain the Appal achian Trail, and

providing for the establishnent, protection and mai nt enance
of such trail,"” further providing for actions by

muni ci palities and their powers and duties; AND MAKI NG

EDI TORI AL CHANGES.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

SECTION 1. THE TI TLE AND SECTI ONS 3(A) AND 4 CF THE ACT OF
APRIL 28, 1978 (P.L.87, NO 41), KNOMAN AS THE PENNSYLVAN A
APPALACHI AN TRAI L ACT, ARE AMENDED TO READ:

AN ACT
AUTHORI ZI NG THE COMWONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANI A, THROUGH THE
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DEPARTMENT OF [ ENVI RONVENTAL] CONSERVATI ON AND NATURAL

RESOURCES, TO ENTER | NTO SUCH AGREEMENTS AND TO ACQUI RE SUCH
I NTEREST AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO ESTABLI SH, PROTECT AND
MAI NTAI N THE APPALACHI AN TRAI L, AND PROVI DI NG FOR THE
ESTABLI SHVENT, PROTECTI ON AND MAI NTENANCE OF SUCH TRAI L.
SECTI ON 3. POWNERS OF DEPARTMENT.
(A) THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANI A, THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT
OF [ ENVI RONVENTAL] CONSERVATI ON  AND NATURAL RESOURCES,

HEREI NAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE DEPARTMENT, | S AUTHORI ZED

| NDEPENDENT OF ANY ACTI ON BY A MUNI Cl PALI TY UNDER SECTI ON 4 TO
ENTER | NTO WRI TTEN COOPERATI VE AGREEMENTS W TH POLI Tl CAL

SUBDI VI SI ONS, LANDOWNERS, PRI VATE ORGANI ZATI ONS AND | NDI VI DUALS
AND TO ACQUI RE BY AGREEMENT, G FT, EM NENT DOVAI N OR PURCHASE,
LAND, RI GHTS- OF-WAY AND EASEMENTS FOR THE PURPOSE OF

ESTABLI SH NG, PROTECTI NG AND MAI NTAI NI NG A WALKI NG TRAI L RI GHT-
OF-WAY ACROSS THI S COVMONWEALTH, NOW GENERALLY KNOWN AS THE
APPALACHI AN TRAI'L, UNDER SUCH TERMS AND CONDI TI ONS, | NCLUDI NG
PAYMENT BY THE DEPARTMENT I N LI EU OF PROPERTY TAXES ON TRAI L
LANDS OR PROPERTY SO ACQUI RED OR SUBJECT TO SUCH USE I N
ACCORDANCE W TH THE ACT OF MAY 17, 1929 (P.L.1798, NO 591)
REFERRED TO AS THE FOREST RESERVES MUNI Cl PAL FI NANCI AL RELI EF
LAW AS SHALL PROTECT THE | NTERESTS OF THE ACTUAL OR ADJACENT
LANDOMNERS, OR LAND USERS AND AS SHALL FURTHER THE PURPOSES OF
TH'S ACT. IN THE EVENT OF ACQUI SI TI ON BY EM NENT DOVAI N OF LAND
OTHER THAN TI LLABLE FARMLAND, THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF LAND SO

ACQUI RED SHALL NOT EXCEED AN AVERAGE OF 125 ACRES PER M LE OF
TRAIL; AND I N THE EVENT OF ACQUI SI TI ON BY EM NENT DOVAI N OF

TI LLABLE FARMLAND, SUCH ACQUI SI TI ON OF SUCH LAND SHALL BE
LIMTED TO A FOOTPATH WTH A WDTH OF NOT MORE THAN 25 FEET
ACRCSS SUCH LAND UNTIL THE OAMNER OF SUCH LAND EVI DENCES PLANS TO
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CONVERT THE LAND TO NONFARM NG USE. ANY DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY OF
THE COVMONVEALTH, OR ANY POLI TI CAL SUBDI VI SI ON, MAY TRANSFER TO
THE DEPARTMENT LAND OR RIGHTS I N LAND FOR THESE PURPCSES, ON
TERMS AND CONDI TI ONS AS AGREED UPQON, OR MAY ENTER | NTO AN
AGREEMENT W TH THE DEPARTMENT PROVI DI NG FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT
AND PROTECTI ON OF THE TRAI L.

* x *

Section 4. Minicipalities; powers and duti es.

Political subdivisions, including nmunicipalities as defined
in the Pennsylvania Miunicipalities Planning Code, through which
t he Appal achian Trail passes shall have the power and their duty
shall be to take such action consistent with applicable |aw, as
at least an interimmeasure, to preserve the natural, scenic,
hi storic and esthetic values of the trail and to conserve and

maintain it as a public natural resource. Such action shal

i nclude, but not be linmted to, the adopti on, inplenmentati on and

enforcenent of zoni ng ordi nances and subdi vi sion and | and

devel opnent ordi nances as necessary to preserve those val ues.

Such nmunicipalities may act hereunder in that section of the
muni ci pality through which the Appal achian Trail passes w thout
zoning the entire municipality as required under section 605 of
t he Pennsyl vania Municipalities Planning Code.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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