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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1256 %5

| NTRODUCED BY CGERGELY, CALTAG RONE AND MANDERI NO, MAY 21, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON PROFESSI ONAL LI CENSURE, MAY 21, 2007
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317, No.69), entitled, as
anended, "An act relating to the practice of professional
nursing; providing for the licensing of nurses and for the
revocati on and suspension of such licenses, subject to
appeal, and for their reinstatenment; providing for the
renewal of such |icenses; regulating nursing in general;
prescri bing penalties and repealing certain | aws," providing
for certified registered nurse anestheti sts.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317, No.69), known
as The Professional Nursing Law, is anmended by adding a section
to read:

Section 8.5. Certified Regi stered Nurse Anesthetists.-- (a)

The board shall certify a reqgistered nurse as a certified

regi stered nurse anesthetist if the nurse satisfies the

requi renents established by this secti on and any regul ati ons

pronul gated by the board. The certification of a nurse under

this section shall expire on the sane date as the nurse's

li cense expires. The foll owi ng apply:

(1) In order to be certified, a regi stered nurse nust
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satisfy the following criteri a:

(i) Conpletion of the educational program of a school for

nurse anesthetists accredited by an accrediti ng agency

recogni zed by the board.

(ii) Receipt of certification as a certified regqgistered

nurse anestheti st by a board-recogni zed nati onal certification

organi zati on.

(2) A registered nurse who is enrolled in an educati onal

program of a school for nurse anesthetists accredited by an

accredi ti ng agency recogni zed by the board may, during such

enrol |l nent, adm ni ster anesthesi a under the directi on of the

chief or director of anesthesia services, an anesthesi ol ogi st or

a certified regi stered nurse anestheti st.

(3) A reqgistered nurse who has obtai ned the educati on

required by this secti on but who has not yet obtai ned

certification as a certified regi stered nurse anestheti st nay

adm ni ster anesthesia under the direction of the chief or

director of anesthesia services, an anesthesi ol ogi st or a

certified regi stered nurse anesthetist until the announcenent of

results of the first exam nation taken for certification for

which the reqgistered nurse is eligible. If the reqgi stered nurse

fails to take or fails to pass that exam nation, the regqgistered

nurse shall immedi ately cease practicing as a nurse anestheti st,

provi ded, however, that the regi stered nurse may appeal to the

board for authority to conti nue practicing as a nurse

anesthetist if, due to extenuating circunstances, the reqi stered

nurse is unable to take the exam nation in a tine peri od

specified by the board foll owi ng conpl eti on of the required

educati on.

(4) A certified reqgistered nurse anestheti st shall be
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subject to all of the foll ow ng:

(i) Acertified registered nurse anestheti st shal

adm ni ster anesthesia in coll aboration with a physici an or

denti st.

(ii) Acertified reqgistered nurse anestheti st's perfornance

shall be under the overall direction of the chief or director of

anest hesi a servi ces, provided, however, that in situati ons or

health care faciliti es where anesthesi a services are not

mandatory, the certified reqgi stered nurse anesthetist's

perfornmance shall be under the overall direction of the

col | aborati ng physi ci an or denti st.

(iii) Wen the operating or anesthesia team consi sts

entirely of nonphysici ans, an anest hesi ol ogi st or consul ti ng

physician of the certified reqgi stered nurse anesthetist's choi ce

shall be available to the certified reqgi stered nurse anestheti st

by physi cal presence or el ectroni c comuni cati on.

(5) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit

the conti nued practice of certified regi stered nurse

anest heti sts who were authorized to practice in this

Commpnweal th on the effective date of this section.

(b) A certified regi stered nurse anestheti st practicing in

this Commonweal th whose enpl oyer does not provide professional

liability coverage shall nmintain a | evel of professional

liability coverage required by | aw of a physician providi ng

simlar health care services in this Commponweal th, but shall not

be eligible to participate in the Medical Care Availability and

Reducti on of Error (Mare) Fund.

Section 2. The State Board of Nursing shall promulgate
regul ations to i nplenent the addition of section 8.5 of the act

within 18 nonths of the effective date of this act.
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1 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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