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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1228 %5

| NTRODUCED BY SURRA, BEYER, CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CRElI GHTON,
GECRCE, GRUCELA, KENNEY, MAJOR, MANN, MOYER, PALLONE
RAVALEY, RAPP, READSHAW SAlI NATO, SCAVELLO, SEI P, SOLOBAY
R TAYLOR, VEREB, HESS, SANTONI, GALLOMAY, WOINAROSKI, WALKGO,
R~ STEVENSON, HERSHEY, SAYLOR, PYLE AND REED, MNAY 4, 2007

REFERRED TO COVMM TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON, MAY 4, 2007
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AN ACT

Redesignating the Clarion River Bridge on Main Street in
Ri dgway, El k County, as Rear Admral Paul H. Speer Bridge.

WHEREAS, Rear Admiral Paul H Speer was born in G eensburg,
Pennsyl vania, in 1928, the son of M. and Ms. Stuart Speer of
Ri dgway, Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, Adm ral Speer began his naval career in 1946, when
he enlisted in the Naval Aviation College Program and

WHEREAS, Followi ng two years at Wsconsin State Col |l ege,
Adm ral Speer entered flight training in 1948 and was desi ghat ed
a Naval Aviator in February 1950; and

WHEREAS, Adm ral Speer's first assignnent was with Air
Devel opnent Squadron Three at the Naval Air Station, Atlantic
City, New Jersey; and

WHEREAS, Adm ral Speer was subsequently ordered to Fighter
Squadron 172 and participated in the introduction of the F-2H

Banshee into the Korean War, flying from USS Essex; and



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

WHEREAS, Rear Admiral Speer attended the General Line School,
Monterey, California, in 1953 and | ater becane a flight
instructor in the Naval Air Training Command until 1955; and

WHEREAS, From July 1955 to February 1961, he served as a
di vision officer on USS Bon Homre Richard; Operations Oficer,
Fi ghter Squadron 111; Operations O ficer, Fleet Ar Support
Squadron 8; and as a conbat flight instructor with Fighter
Squadron 124; and

WHEREAS, Adm ral Speer then attended the University of
California at Berkeley from January 1961 to June 1962, earning a
degree in Business Adm nistration; and

WHEREAS, Thi s assignnment was followed by a tour as an
instructor with the Naval Reserve O ficer Training Corps at
Nort hwest ern University, Evanston, Illinois; and

WHEREAS, He was nanmed Executive Oficer of Fighter Squadron
211 in 1965 and Commanding OFficer in 1966; and

WHEREAS, During his tour, Fighter Squadron 211 won the Naval
Air Force, Pacific Conmbat "E" for excellence; and

VHEREAS, He served on the Staff of the Commander Carrier
Division Three in 1968 and 1969 prior to reporting to Mramar
Naval Air Station in California, training as a prospective Ar
W ng Comander; and

WHEREAS, He took conmmand of Attack Carrier Air Wng El even in
Cct ober 1969 and of Attack Carrier Air Wng Fourteen in January
1970, making a deploynment on USS Constellation; and

WHEREAS, Following his selection to Captain in July 1970, he
reported to the O fice of the Chief of Naval Operations as the
Head, Program Budget Branch in the Aviation Plans and
Requi renments Division; and

WHEREAS, Commrencing in April 1972, he served as Conmandi ng
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Oficer of the command ship USS Bl ue R dge, and one year |ater
assumed command of USS Constellation, then on its eighth
depl oynment to the Western Pacific; and

WHEREAS, Following his selection to flag rank, Rear Admral
Speer assuned duties as Commander, U.S. Naval Forces, Japan,
from Cctober 1974 to April 1976; and

WHEREAS, He next served as Commander, Carrier G oup One, and
in May 1978 he again returned to Washi ngton and assuned duties
as Director, Aviation Plans and Requirenments Division; and

WHEREAS, In June 1980, he becanme Assistant Deputy Chief of
Naval Operations, where he served before reporting to Suprene
Al'lied Commander Atlantic; and

WHEREAS, Rear Admiral Paul H Speer, U.S. Navy, becane Chi ef
of Staff to the Suprene Allied Commander Atlantic on August 13,
1981; and

WHEREAS, Hi s personal awards include the Navy Cross, two
Legion of Merit awards, three Distinguished Flying Cross awards,
Bronze Star Medal with Conmbat "V', Air Medal, Navy Conmendati on
Medal with Conbat "V', the Vietnanese Cross of Gllantry and the
Order of the Sacred Treasure fromthe Governnment of Japan.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Designation of bridge.

The bridge known as the Clarion River Bridge on Main Street
in Ridgway, Elk County, is redesignated the Rear Adm ral Paul H.
Speer Bri dge.
Section 2. Markers to be erected.

The Departnent of Transportation shall erect suitable nmarkers
on the Rear Admiral Paul H. Speer Bridge in R dgway, Elk County.

Section 3. Ef fecti ve date.
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1 This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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