PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1459 PRINTER S NO. 1848

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 11/79°%5"

| NTRODUCED BY D. EVANS, BLACKWELL, CAPPELLI, COSTA, DALEY,
DePASQUALE, FREEMAN, GALLOWMAY, GRUCELA, HANNA, KENNEY, KI NG
KI RKLAND, LENTZ, LEVDANSKY, MAHONEY, PRESTON, RANALEY,
RAYMOND, TANGRETTI, WALKO, WOINARGCSKI, KORTZ AND HORNAMAN,
MAY 1, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COMM TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 6, 2007
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AN ACT
Establishing a tenporary State conm ssion to study the

Constitution of Pennsylvania to reconmend possi bl e anendnent

or revision; prescribing the powers and duties of the

commi ssi on; and nmaki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Comm ssion on
Constitutional Revision Act.

Section 2. Conm ssion established.

A tenporary State comm ssion, to be known as the Comm ssion
on Constitutional Revision, is hereby established. The
conmmi ssi on shall consist of 15 citizens of this Commonweal th of
whom five shall be appointed by the Governor, three shall be
appoi nted by the President pro tenpore of the Senate, three
shall be appointed by the Speaker of the House of

Representatives, two shall be appointed by the Mnority Leader
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of the Senate and two shall be appointed by the Mnority Leader
of the House of Representatives.
Section 3. Election of officers.

The menbers of the Conm ssion on Constitutional Revision
shall elect fromits nenbership a chairman and a vice chairmn.
Vacancies in the nenbership of the conm ssion shall be filled in
t he manner provided for original appointnents.

Section 4. Purpose of conm ssion.

The Comm ssion on Constitutional Revision shall study the
Constitution of Pennsylvania, as anended, EXCEPT ARTICLE I, in <—
the light of contenporary conditions and the anticipated
probl ems and needs of the people of this Comonweal th. If the
commi ssion finds change in the constitution advisable, it shal
consi der the best neans of effecting such change. If the
commi ssion determ nes that the best neans is by anmendnent, it
shall so recomrend and its report shall contain drafts of the
proposed anmendnent or anmendnents. |f the comm ssion determ nes
that the best nmeans is by general revision, it shall collect,
conpi |l e and anal yze such information as it may deemuseful to
the del egates at a constitutional convention and shall make any
recommendations relating to the substance of revision as it may
consi der appropriate. THE COW SSI ON SHALL NOT MAKE ANY <—
RECOVMMENDATI ONS RELATI NG TO ARTI CLE | OF THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF
PENNSYLVANI A, NOR SHALL THE COWM SSI ON STUDY OR RECOVMEND ANY
CHANGE OR PROPOCSAL THAT WOULD I'N ANY MANNER | NFRI NGE UPON
DM N SH, LESSEN OR RESTRI CT ANY RI GHT, PRI VILEGE OR | MMUNI TY
ENJOYED BY THE PEOPLE OF TH S COMVONVWEALTH UNDER THE
CONSTI TUTI ON OF PENNSYLVANI A OR THE CONSTI TUTI ON OF THE UNI TED
STATES.

Section 5. Final report.
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The Conmi ssion on Constitutional Revision shall submt its
final report to the Governor and the General Assenbly not |ater
than one year after the effective date of this section.

Section 6. Studies.

The Commi ssion on Constitutional Revision may conduct any
studi es or analyses it deens relevant through its own personnel
or in cooperation with any public or private agency incl uding,
but not limted to, universities, colleges, foundations, <—
PROFESSI ONAL ASSOCI ATI ONS and research organi zati ons.

Section 7. Expenses.

The menbers of the Conmm ssion on Constitutional Revision
shall receive no conpensation, but shall be reinbursed for al
expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of their
duti es.

Section 8. Enpl oynent.

The Conmm ssion on Constitutional Revision may enpl oy, and at
its pleasure renove, such personnel as it nay deem necessary for
the performance of its functions and fix their conpensation
wi thin the amobunts nade avail abl e by appropriation.

Section 9. Oher duties.

The Comm ssion on Constitutional Revision nmay enter into any
agreenents for research or otherwi se and to do and perform any
acts that may be necessary, desirable or proper to carry out the
pur poses of this act.

Section 10. Meeting and heari ngs.

The Comm ssion on Constitutional Revision nmay neet within and
wi t hout this Conmonweal th and may hol d public er—private <—
heari ngs.

Section 11. Cooperation.

The heads of the several departnents, agencies, boards,
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conmi ssions, authorities and instrunmentalities of the
Commonweal th and of the governnmental subdivisions of the
Commonweal th shall cooperate with the Conmi ssion on
Constitutional Revision with such facilities, assistance and
data as may be necessary or desirable for the commssion to
properly carry out its functions under this act, and which w |
not interfere with the proper conduct of the respective
departnments, agencies, boards, conmm ssions, authorities,
instrunmentalities and governnental subdivisions.
Section 12. Appropriation.
The sum of $475, 000, or as nuch thereof as nay be necessary,
is hereby appropriated to the Comm ssion on Constitutional
Revision for the fiscal years beginning July 1, 2006—and—July <—
1,—20074—Fer 2007, AND JULY 1, 2008, FOR the purpose of carrying <—
out the provisions of this act. Paynment fromthe appropriation
shall be made by request of the chairman of the comm ssion in
t he manner provided by | aw.
Section 13. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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