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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1177°%%"

I NTRODUCED BY FABRI ZI O, SEI P, SURRA, BELFANTI, Bl ANCUCCI,
BRENNAN, BUXTQON, CURRY, DALEY, FRANKEL, GEORGE, GERCELY,
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AN ACT
Requi ring health insurance policies issued by insurance
conpanies to reinburse for nental health services provided by
licensed clinical social workers.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Mental Health
Servi ces Rei mbur senent Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Heal th insurance policy.” Any individual or group health
i nsurance policy, subscriber contract, certificate or plan which

provi des nedical or health care coverage which is offered by or

i s governed under any of the follow ng:
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(1) Any stock insurance conpany incorporated for the
pur poses set forth in section 202(c) of the act of My 17,
1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known as The Insurance Conpany Law of
1921.

(2) Any nutual insurance conpany incorporated for any of
t he purposes set forth in section 202(d) of The Insurance
Conmpany Law of 1921.

(3) Any professional health services plan corporation as
defined in 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relating to professional health
services plan corporations).

(4) Any fraternal benefit society as defined in 40
Pa.C. S. Ch. 63.

(5) Any health mai ntenance organi zation as defined in
the act of Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No.364), known as the
Heal t h Mai nt enance Organi zati on Act.

(6) Any person who sells or issues contracts or
certificates of insurance which neet the requirenents of this
act .

(7) Any hospital plan corporation as defined in 40
Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan corporations).
"Licensed clinical social worker."™ A provider with a

master's or doctoral degree in social work who assesses,

intervenes and treats individuals, famlies and groups with

bi opsychosoci al problens or disorders and who holds a current

advanced standing clinical |icense under the act of July 9, 1987

(P.L.220, No.39), known as the Social Wrkers, Mrriage and

Fam |y Therapists and Professional Counsel ors Act.

Section 3. Reinbursenent for services provided by |icensed
clinical social workers.

(a) Reinbursenent.--Wenever a health insurance policy
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provi des rei nbursenent for any nental health service which is
wi thin those areas of practice for which a Iicensed clinical
social worker is licensed to provide, the insured or any other
person covered by the policy shall be entitled to reinbursenent
for such service duly provided.

(b) Licensed clinical social worker rights.--Wenever such
service is perforned by a licensed clinical social worker and
rei nbursed by a professional health services plan corporation,
the licensed clinical social worker shall be granted such rights
of participation, plan adm ssion and registration as may be
granted by the professional health services plan corporation
under 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 63 (relating to professional health
services plan corporations).

Section 4. Rules and regul ations.

The | nsurance Comm ssioner may pronul gate such rul es and
regul ati ons as are deened necessary for the effective
i npl enentati on and operation of this act.

Section 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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