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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1128 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BENNI NGHOFF, BAKER, CLYMER, COHEN, COX, ELLIS,
EVERETT, FAI RCH LD, FLECK, GABI G GRELL, HERSHEY, HUTCH NSON
KORTZ, Ml LHATTAN, MJSTI O, NAILOR, PEIFER, PETRONE, PICKETT,
REED, ROAE, ROHRER, SONNEY, STERN, SURRA AND VULAKOVI CH
APRI L 23, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, APRIL 23, 2007

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comm ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codi fying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” further providing for explanation of ball ot
guesti on.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 201.1 of the act of June 3, 1937
(P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania El ection Code,
added February 19, 1986 (P.L.29, No.11), is anended to read:

Section 201.1. Explanation of Ballot Question.--(a)

Whenever a proposed constitutional amendnment or other State-w de
bal |l ot question shall be submtted to the electors of the

Commonweal th in referendum the Attorney Ceneral shall prepare a
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statement in plain English which indicates the purpose,
l[imtations and effects of the ballot question on the peopl e of
t he Commonweal th. The Secretary of the Conmonweal th shal

i ncl ude such statenent in his publication of a proposed
constitutional anmendment as required by Article Xl of the
Constitution of Pennsylvania. The Secretary of the Commonweal th
shall certify such statenment to the county boards of el ections
who shal |l publish such statenent as a part of the notice of

el ections required by section 1201 or any other provision of
this act. The county board of elections shall also require that
at | east three copies of such statenment be posted in or about
the voting roomoutside the enclosed space with the specinen
ball ots and ot her instructions and notices of penalties. In

el ection questions which affect only one county or portion

t hereof, the county board of elections shall fulfill these
requirenents in the place of the Attorney General and the
Secretary of the Comonweal t h.

(b)) In addition to the requirenents of subsection (a), al

bal | ot referendum questi ons all owi ng the Commonwealth to enter

into any bond or borrowi ng neasure shall include in the

expl anation of the ball ot question a fiscal note generated by

the Treasury Departnent stating all of the foll ow ng:

(1) A detail ed description of the project being funded by

t he bond or borrow ng neasure.

(2) The total costs for the actual project and any

antici pated future costs for financing the bond or borrow ng

nmeasure.
Section 2. The anmendnent of section 201.1 of the act shall
apply to elections occurring 60 days fromthe effective date of

this section.
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1 Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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