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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 111535

| NTRODUCED BY MUSTI O METCALFE, J. EVANS, EVERETT, CEl ST,
G BBONS, GOCDMAN, HENNESSEY, HERSHEY, KOTI K, O NEILL,
SCAVELLO, SONNEY, R. STEVENSON, G NGRI CH, KILLIQN, COX, KORTZ
AND HARRI'S, APRIL 18, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, APRIL 18, 2007

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled

2 "An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,

3 special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
4 primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
5 and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

6 i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,

7 courts, county boards of elections, county comm ssioners;

8 i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codi fying,

9 revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and

10 repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

11 el ections,” further providing for the functions of the

12 Secretary of the Commonweal th, for the functions of county
13 boards of elections, for the functions of district election
14 boards, for qualifications of electors at primaries, for the
15 place and tinme of filing nom nation papers, for objections to
16 nom nation petitions; providing for list of all nom nated

17 candidates to the public; further providing for requirenents
18 of electronic voting systens, for instruction cards and

19 supplies, for official absentee ballot applications, for
20 approval of absentee ball ot applications, for absentee
21 el ector files, for delivering ballots, for absentee voting,
22 for canvassing official absentee ballots, for public records,
23 for conputation of returns and for reporting; and providing
24 for msleading mailings and for unlawful interference with
25 voter registration.

26 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
27 hereby enacts as follows:

28 Section 1. Sections 201 and 302 of the act of June 3, 1937
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(P.L.1333, No.320), known as the Pennsylvania El ection Code, are
anmended by addi ng subsections to read:

Section 201. Powers and Duties of the Secretary of the
Commonweal t h. --The Secretary of the Conmonweal th shall exercise
in the manner provided by this act all powers granted to him by
this act, and shall performall the duties inposed upon him by
this act, which shall include the foll ow ng:

* * %

(e.2) To receive fromcounty boards of el ections information

in such formand in such nmanner as the Secretary of the

Commpnweal th shall require concerni ng absentee ball ots,

i ncluding specifically, but not limted to, the nunber of

absentee ball ot applications received, the nunber of electors

li sted on the permanent absentee ball ot qualification list, the

nunber of absentee ballots distributed or mail ed and t he nunber

of absentee ballots returned by el ectors.

* * %

Section 302. Powers and Duties of County Boards.--The county
boards of elections, within their respective counties, shal
exercise, in the manner provided by this act, all powers granted
to themby this act, and shall performall the duties inposed
upon them by this act, which shall include the follow ng:

* * %

(m1) To prepare and subnit a report when reguested to the

Secretary of the Commpnweal th containing information in

accordance with the provisions of section 201(e.?2) concerning

absentee ballots, including specifically, but not limted to,

t he nunber of absentee ball ot applications received, the nunber

of electors |listed on the per manent absentee ball ot

qualification list, the nunber of absentee ballots distributed
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or nail ed and the nunber of absentee ballots returned by

electors.

Section 2. Section 401 of the act, anmended February 10, 1956
(1955 P.L.1019, No.319), is anended to read:

Section 401. District Election Boards; Election.--(a) Al
primari es and el ections shall be conducted in each el ection
district by a district election board consisting of a judge of
el ection, a majority inspector of election and a mnority
i nspector of election, assisted by clerks and nmachi ne i nspectors
in certain cases, as hereinafter provided.

(b) No later than the Monday preceding the thirteenth

Tuesday preceding a prinmary in which persons seek a party

nom nation for the office of judge of election or inspector of

el ection, a county board may opt by nmjority vote to permt

persons qualified to serve as and seeking election to the office

of judge of election or inspector of election to have their

nanes pl aced upon the prinmary ballots by filing a decl arati on of

candi dacy with the county board as an alternative to presenting

a noninating petition as required by section 912.1. A deci sion

to proceed under this subsection shall remain in effect until

resci nded by mpjority vote of the county board, except that the

county board may not rescind its decision at any ti ne between

the thirteenth Tuesday preceding a prinmary in whi ch persons seek

a party nomi nation for the office of judge of el ection or

i nspector of election and the Wednesday foll owing the tenth

Tuesday prior to such primary. Nothing in this subsecti on shal

be construed to limt the nunber of tines a county board nay opt

to proceed under this section. The Secretary of the Conmmpbnweal t h

shall prescribe the format of the decl arati on of candi dacy. The
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decl arati on of candi dacy shall include a candidate affidavit.

(c) The judge and inspectors of election of each el ection
district shall be elected by the electors thereof at the
muni ci pal el ection, and shall hold office for a term of four
years fromthe first Monday of January next succeeding their
el ection.

(d) Each elector may vote for one person as judge and for
one person as inspector, and the person receiving the highest
nunber of votes for judge shall be declared el ected judge of
el ection, the person receiving the highest nunber of votes for
i nspector shall be declared elected majority inspector of
el ection, and the person receiving the second hi ghest nunber of
votes for inspector shall be declared elected minority inspector
of el ection.

Section 3. Section 702 of the act is anended to read:

Section 702. Qualifications of Electors at Primaries.--(a)
The qualifications of electors entitled to vote at prinaries
shall be the sane as the qualifications of electors entitled to
vote at elections within the election district where the primry
is held, provided that no el ector who is not registered and
enrolled as a nenber of a political party, in accordance with
the provisions of this act, shall be permtted to vote the
bal |l ot of such party or any other party ballot at any primary.

(b)Y An individual who otherw se neets the requirenents of 25

Pa.C.S. § 1301 (relating to qualifications to reqgister) who w ||

be at | east eighteen years of age on the day of the next general

or nuni ci pal election may regi ster and vote for the

correspondi ng pri nary.

Section 4. Section 953 of the act, anended or added Decenber
2, 1976 (P.L.1221, No.269), July 12, 1980 (P.L.649, No.134) and
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March 3, 1982 (P.L.127, No.42), is anmended to read:

Section 953. Place and Tinme of Filing Nom nation Papers. --

(a) Nom nation papers for candi dates for presidential
el ectors, United States Senators, Representatives in Congress,
and State offices, including senators, representatives and
j udges of courts of record, shall be filed with the Secretary of
t he Commonweal t h. Nom nation papers for all other candi dates
shall be filed with the county boards of elections of the
respective counties. Nom nation papers for candi dates for any
office to be voted for by the electors of any city, borough,
townshi p, ward or school district which is situate in two or
nore counties shall be filed with the county board of the county
in which the maj or nunber of the registered electors of such
city, borough, township, ward or school district reside.
I Mmedi ately after the |ast day for wthdrawal s of candi dates
nom nat ed by nom nation papers, the said county board shal
certify to the county board of each other county involved a |ist
of the names, addresses and occupations of the candi dates so
nom nated to be voted for in two or nore counties, together with
t he nanes or appellations of the political bodies nom nating
t hem

(b) No nom nation paper shall be circulated prior to the
tenth Wednesday prior to the primary, and no signature shall be
counted unless it bears a date affixed not earlier than the
tenth Wednesday prior to the primary nor |ater than the [second

Friday subsequent to the primary] first Tuesday in July.

(c) Al nom nation papers nust be filed on or before the

[ second Friday subsequent to the primary] first Tuesday in July.
(d) The office in which a nom nation paper is filed shal

issue to the person filing the nom nation paper a receipt
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containing the date and tinme of filing, the name of the
candi date and the office for which he is a candidate.

[(e) For the primary election in the year 1982, the tine
schedul e relating to circulating and filing of nom nating
petitions, filing of objections, and casting of lots for
position on the ballot or ballot |abels for the Ofice of
Representative in Congress shall be delayed twenty-one (21) days
fromthe times otherwi se specified in this act and the tine for
wi t hdrawal of candidates for such office shall be del ayed
fourteen (14) days fromthe tine otherw se specified in this
act . |

Section 5. Section 977 of the act, anmended February 13, 1998
(P.L.72, No.18), is anmended to read:

Section 977. (Objections to Nom nation Petitions and
Papers.--All nom nation petitions and papers received and fil ed
within the periods Iimted by this act shall be deened to be
valid, unless, within seven days after the last day for filing
said nom nation petition or paper, a petition is presented to
the court specifically setting forth the objections thereto, and
praying that the said petition or paper be set aside. A copy of
said petition shall, within said period, be served on the
of ficer or board with whom said nom nation petition or paper was
filed. Upon the presentation of such a petition, the court shal
make an order fixing a tinme for hearing which shall not be |ater
than ten days after the last day for filing said nom nation
petition or paper, and specifying the tinme and manner of notice
that shall be given to the candi date or candi dates nanmed in the
nom nation petition or paper sought to be set aside. On the day
fixed for said hearing, the court shall proceed wi thout delay to

hear sai d objections, and shall give such hearing precedence
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over other business before it, and shall finally determ ne said
matter not later than fifteen (15) days after the |last day for
filing said nom nation petitions or papers. If the court shal
find that said nom nation petition or paper is defective under
t he provisions of section 976, or does not contain a sufficient
nunber of genuine signatures of electors entitled to sign the
same under the provisions of this act, or was not filed by
persons entitled to file the sane, it shall be set aside. If the
objections relate to material errors or defects apparent on the
face of the nom nation petition or paper, the court, after
hearing, may, in its discretion, permt amendnents wthin such
time and upon such ternms as to paynent of costs, as the said
court may specify. In case any such petition is dism ssed, the
court shall nmake such order as to the paynment of the costs of

t he proceedings, including witness fees, as it shall deem just.

Appeal s of deci sions on objecti on cases nmust be filed within two

(2) business days of the filing of such a decision. In the event

of an appeal, the court fromwhich the appeal is taken shal

transnmt the record to the appell ate court as soon as

practicable. If a person shall sign any nom nation petitions or

papers for a greater nunber of candidates than he is permtted
under the provisions of this act, if said signatures bear the
sanme date, they shall, upon objections filed thereto, not be
counted on any petition or paper and if they bear different
dates, they shall be counted in the order of their priority of
date, for only so many persons as there are candi dates to be
nom nated or elected. The office of the Prothonotary of the
Commonweal th Court and the office of the Secretary of the
Commonweal th and the various offices of prothonotary of the

court of common pleas shall be open between the hours of eight-
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thirty o' clock AM and five o' clock P.M on the last day to
wi thdraw after filing nom nation petitions and on the |ast day
to file objections to nom nation petitions.

Section 6. The act is anmended by adding a section to read:

Secti on 982. 1. Furni shing List of Al Nom nated Candi dat es

to the Public.--(a) It shall be the duty of the Secretary of

the Commpbnweal th, prior to each prinmary and general election, to

conpile a list of all candi dates appearing on the ballot in a

prinmary or general election for each county in this

Commpnweal t h.

(b) To assist the Secretary of the Commonweal th in conpiling

this list of candidates, it shall be the duty of all county

boards to send to the Secretary of the Commpbnweal th, in a nanner

directed by the Secretary of the Commpbnweal th, notice setting

forth all candidates for all offices appearing on the ballot in

that primary or general election for their respective counties.

If the county fails to send the Secretary of the Commobnweal t h

the notice under this subsection at | east ten (10) days prior to

the applicable deadline in subsection (c), the secretary shal

wi t hhol d any rei nbursenments or paynents owed to the county under

section 305 until such tine as the secretary receives the

noti ce.

(c) The Secretary of the Commponwealth shall develop a filing

system for the subnission, retrieval, storage and public

di sclosure of the list of all the candidates in both the prinmary

and Novenber el ecti on and nmake avail able to anyone the |ist of

candidates in conma delimted text, database, spreadsheet or

printed formats. The Secretary of the Commpnweal th shall further

provide the public with access to the list of all candi dates

appearing on the ballot in the primary or the general el ection

20070H1115B1344 - 8 -
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no later than thirty (30) days prior to the primary el ecti on and

within thirty (30) days following the prinmary el ection, the

nanes of the wi nni ng candi dates shall be posted. The Depart nent

of State shall not charge any fee for access to the |ist of

candi dates. The departnent has the discretion to deternine the

nost efficient neans of providing access to the list of all the

candi dates. Access to the list of the candi dates subnmtted to

the Secretary of the Commpbnwealth shall be made avail abl e via

the I nternet or upon request of the Departnent of State.

Section 7. Section 1107-A of the act, added July 11, 1980
(P.L.600, No.128), is anended to read:

Section 1107-A. Requirenents of Electronic Voting Systens. --
No el ectronic voting systemshall, upon any exam nation or
reexam nation, be approved by the Secretary of the Conmonwealth,
or by any exam ner appointed by him unless it shall be
established that such system at the tinme of such exam nation or
reexam nati on

(1) Provides for voting in absolute secrecy and prevents any
person from seeing or knowi ng for whom any voter, except one who
has received or is receiving assistance as prescribed by | aw,
has voted or is voting.

(2) Provides facilities for voting for such candi dates as
may be nom nated and upon such questions as nay be submtted.

(3) [Permts] If it is of a type that uses paper ballots or

ball ot cards to regi ster the vote and autonmati c tabul ati ng

equi pnent to conpute such vote, pernits each voter, at other

than primary elections, to vote a straight political party
ticket by one mark or act and, by one mark or act, to vote for
all the candi dates of one political party for presidential

el ectors and, by one mark or act, to vote for all the candi dates

20070H1115B1344 - 9 -
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of one political party for every office to be voted for, and
every such mark or act shall be equivalent to and shall be
counted as a vote for every candidate of the political party so
mar ked including its candidates for presidential electors,
except with respect to those offices as to which the voter has
regi stered a vote for individual candi dates of the sane or
anot her political party or political body, in which case the
automati c tabul ating equi prment shall credit the vote for that
office only for the candidate individually so sel ected,
notw t hstanding the fact that the voter may not have
individually voted for the full nunber of candi dates for that
office for which he was entitled to vote.

(3.1) |If the electronic voting systemis of the type that

regi sters the vote electronically, pernmits each voter, at other

than primary el ections, to vote a straight political party

ticket in one operation; in one operation to vote for all the

candi dates of one political party for presidential electors; and

in one operation, to vote for all the candi dates of one

political party for every office to be voted for, except those

offices as to which the voter votes for individual candi dates.

(4) Permts each voter, at other than prinmary el ections, to
vote a ticket selected fromthe nom nees of any and al
political parties, fromthe nom nees of any and all political
bodi es, and from any persons whose nanmes are not in nom nation
and do not appear upon the official ballot.

(5) Permts each voter to vote for any person and any office
for whom and for which he is lawmfully entitled to vote, whether
or not the name of such person appears upon the ballot as a
candi date for nom nation or election.

(6) Permts each voter to vote for as many persons for any

20070H1115B1344 - 10 -
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office as he is entitled to vote for and to vote for or against
any question upon which he is entitled to vote and precl udes
each voter fromvoting or fromhaving his vote tabulated for any
candi date, or upon any question, for whom or upon which he is
not entitled to vote.

(7) If it is of a type that registers the vote
el ectronically, the voting systemshall preclude each voter from
voting for nore persons for any office than he is entitled to
vote for or upon any question nore than once.

(8) Precludes each voter fromvoting or fromhaving his vote
tabul ated nore than once for any candidate for the sanme office
or upon any question, except in districts and for offices where
curmul ative voting is authorized by |aw.

(9) Permts each voter at a primary election to vote only
for the candi dates seeking nom nation by a political party in
whi ch such voter is registered and enrolled, and for any
candi date for nonpartisan nom nation, and for any question upon
which he is entitled to vote.

(10) If it is of a type that registers the vote
el ectronically, the voting systemshall permt each voter to
change his vote for any candi date or upon any question appearing
on the official ballot up to the tinme that he takes the final
step to register his vote and to have his vote conmputed. If it
is of a type that uses paper ballots or ballot cards to register
the vote and automatic tabul ating equi pnent to conpute such
votes, the systemshall provide that a voter who spoils his
bal |l ot nmay obtain another ballot; any ballot thus returned shal
be imedi ately cancelled and at the close of the polls shall be
encl osed in an envel ope marked "spoil ed" which shall be seal ed

and returned to the county board.

20070H1115B1344 - 11 -



(11) 1Is suitably designed for the purpose used, is
constructed in a neat and workmanli ke manner of durable materi al
of good quality, is safely and efficiently useable in the
conduct of elections and, with respect to the counting of
ball ots cast at each district, is suitably designed and equi pped
to be capabl e of absol ute accuracy, which accuracy shall be
denonstrated to the Secretary of the Commonwealth.

(12) Provides acceptable ballot security procedures and
i mpoundnent of ballots to prevent tanpering with or substitution
of any ballots or ballot cards.

(13) Wien properly operated, records correctly and conputes
and tabul ates accurately every valid vote registered.

(14) 1s safely transportable.

(15) 1Is so constructed that a voter may readily |earn the
nmet hod of operating it.

(16) If the voting systemis of a type which provides for
t he conputation and tabul ation of votes at the district |evel,
the district conponent of the automatic tabul ati ng equi pnent
shall include the follow ng nechanisns or capabilities:

(i) A public counter, the register of which is visible from
the outside of the automatic tabul ati ng equi pnment conponent into
which the ballots are entered, which shall show during any
period of operation the total nunber of ballots entered for
conmput ation and tabul ati on.

(1i) A lock, or locks, by the use of which all operation of
the tabul ation el ement of the automatic tabul ating equipnent is
absol utely prevented imediately after the polls are closed or
where the tabul ation of votes is conpl et ed.

(tit) It shall be so constructed and controlled that, during

the progress of voting, it shall preclude every person from

20070H1115B1344 - 12 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

seeing or knowi ng the nunber of votes theretofore registered for
any candi date or question; and it shall preclude every person
fromtanpering with the tabul ati ng el enent.

(iv) If the nunber of choices recorded for any office or on
any question exceeds the nunber for which the voter is entitled
to vote, it shall reject all choices recorded on the ballot for
that office or question, provided, that if used during the
period of voting it nay al so have the capacity to indicate to a
voter that he has inproperly voted for nore candi dates for any
office than he is entitled to vote for, and in such case it
shall have the capacity to permit the voter to mark a new ball ot
or to forego his opportunity to nmake such correction.

(v) It shall be equipped with an el ement which generates a
printed record at the beginning of its operation which verifies
that the tabulating el enents for each candi date position and
each question and the public counter are all set to zero and
with an el enent which generates a printed record at the finish
of its operation of the total nunber of voters whose ballots
have been tabul ated, the total number of votes cast for each
candi dat e whose nane appears on the ballot, and the total nunber
of votes cast for, or against, any question appearing on the
bal | ot .

(17) If the voting systemis of a type which provides for
t he conputation and tabul ation of all votes at a central
counting center or if it provides for the tabulation of district
totals at such a central counting center, the central automatic
tabul ati ng equi prent shall include the follow ng nmechani sns or
capabilities:

(i) It shall be constructed so that every person is

precluded fromtanpering with the tabul ating el ement during the

20070H1115B1344 - 13 -
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course of its operation.

(iti) 1If the nunber of choices for any office or on any
guestion exceeds the nunber for which the voter is entitled to
vote, it shall reject all choices recorded on the ballot for
that office or question.

(tit) It shall have a neans by which to verify that the
counters for each candi date position and for each question are
all set to zero and shall be able to generate a printed record
of each election district showing the total nunber of voters
whose bal |l ots have been tabul ated, the total nunber of votes
cast for each candi date whose nane appears on the ballot, and
the total nunber of votes cast for, or against, any question
appearing on the ballot. It may al so be capabl e of generating
curmul ative el ection reports.

Section 8. Section 1202 of the act is amended to read:

Section 1202. Cards of Instructions and Supplies.--Prior to
each primary and el ecti on each county board of election shal
prepare full instructions for the guidance of electors in
districts in which ballots are used, and also simlar
instructions for the guidance of electors in districts in which
voting machi nes are used, and they shall cause the sane,
together with such portions of this act as deened advisable, to
be printed in large clear type on separate cards to be called

cards of instruction. Each county board of el ection shall insure

t hat an adequate supply of provisional ballots nunbering no | ess

t han an anmount equal to ten (10) per centum of the el ectors

registered in the election district is available. They shal

al so prepare blank fornms of oaths of election officers, records
of assisted voters, affidavits of challenged el ectors and

ot hers, general and duplicate return sheets, tally papers,
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statenents, blank forns for nunbered lists of voters, wth
sufficient space for noting their party enrollnent at primaries,
notice of penalties for the information of electors and el ection
of ficers, and other forns and supplies required by this act for
use in each election district of the county. Said forns, blank
books, and other supplies shall have printed thereon appropriate
instructions. In districts in which voting machi nes are used the
general and duplicate return sheets and statenent shall be
printed to conformto the type of voting machi ne used in such
districts and the designating nunber and letter, if any, on the
counter for each candidate shall be printed thereon opposite the
candi date' s nane.

Section 9. Section 1302 of the act, anended February 13,
1998 (P.L.72, No.18) and Decenber 9, 2002 (P.L.1246, No.150) is
amended to read:

Section 1302. Applications for Oficial Absentee Ballots.--
(a) Any qualified elector defined in preceding section 1301,
subsections (a) to (h), inclusive, may apply at any tine before
any primary or election for any official absentee ballot in
person, on any form supplied by the Federal Governnment, or on
any official county board of election form addressed to the
Secretary of the Commonweal t h of Pennsylvania or the county
board of election of the county in which his voting residence is

| ocated. An application fromsuch el ectors shall be considered a

request for an application for voter reqistration. Any qualified

el ector defined in section 1301(b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g) and

(h) may register concurrently with voti ng an absentee ball ot.

(b) The application shall contain the follow ng information:
Hone residence at the tine of entrance into actual mlitary

service or Federal enploynment, length of tine a citizen, |length
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of residence in Pennsylvania, date of birth, length of tinme a
resident of voting district, voting district if known, party
choice in case of primary, nanme and, for a mlitary elector, his
stateside mlitary address, FPO or APO nunber and serial nunber
Any elector other than a mlitary elector shall in addition
specify the nature of his enploynent, the address to which
ballot is to be sent, relationship where necessary, and such
other information as may be determ ned and prescribed by the
Secretary of the Commonweal t h. Wien such application is received
by the Secretary of the Commonwealth it shall be forwarded to

t he proper county board of el ection.

(c) The application of any qualified elector, as defined in
section 1301(a), (b), (c¢), (d), (e), (f), (g) and (h), for an
of ficial absentee ballot in any primary or election my not be
made over the signature of any person, other than the qualified
el ector or an adult menber of his imediate famly, as required
in the preceding subsection. [A qualified absentee mlitary or
overseas el ector, as defined by the Uniformed and Overseas
Citizens Absentee Voting Act (Public Law 99-410, 100 Stat.

924),] Any such qualified absentee el ector may submt his

application for an official absentee ballot by facsimle method
[f the original application is received prior to the election
by the county el ection office. The absentee ballot of the
qualified mlitary or overseas elector shall not be counted

unl ess the elector's original application is received prior to

the el ection by the county election office.] or conputerized

electronic transnmission if the application contains all required

information and a facsinmle of the elector's signature or the

signature of an adult nenber of the elector's imediate fam|ly.

The facsimle nmethod shall not be acceptable for the official
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absent ee bal |l ot.

[(d) The application of any qualified elector, as defined in
precedi ng section 1301, subsections (b) to (h), inclusive, for
an official absentee ballot in any primary or election shall be
signed by the applicant.]

(e) Any qualified bedridden or hospitalized veteran absent
fromthe nmunicipality of his residence and unable to attend his
pol ling place because of such illness or physical disability,
regardl ess of whether he is registered or enrolled, may apply at
any time before any primary or election for an official absentee
ball ot on any official county board of election form addressed
to the Secretary of the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania or the
county board of elections of the county in which his voting
resi dence is |ocated.

The application shall contain the follow ng information:

Resi dence at the time of becom ng bedridden or hospitalized,
length of time a citizen, length of residence in Pennsyl vani a,
date of birth, length of tine a resident in voting district,
voting district if known, party choice in case of primry, nane
and address of present residence or hospital at which
hospitali zed. Wen such application is received by the Secretary
of the Commonwealth, it shall be forwarded to the proper county
board of el ections.

The application for an official absentee ballot for any
primary or election shall be nade on information supplied over
the signature of the bedridden or hospitalized veteran as
required in the preceding subsection. Any qualified registered
el ector, including a spouse or dependent referred to in
subsection (I) of section 1301, who expects to be or is absent

fromthe nmunicipality of his residence because his duties,
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occupation or business require himto be el sewhere on the day of
any primary or election and any qualified registered el ector who
is unable to attend his polling place on the day of any primary
or election because of illness or physical disability and any
qual i fied regi stered bedridden or hospitalized veteran in the
county of residence, or in the case of a county enpl oye who
cannot vote due to duties on election day relating to the
conduct of the election, or in the case of a person who will not
attend a polling place because of the observance of a religious
holiday, nmay apply to the county board of elections of the
county in which his voting residence is |located for an Oficial
Absentee Ball ot. Such application shall be nmade upon an offi ci al
application formsupplied by the county board of elections. Such
official application formshall be determ ned and prescribed by
the Secretary of the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a.

(1) The application of any qualified registered el ector,
i ncl udi ng spouse or dependent referred to in subsection (I) of
section 1301, who expects to be or is absent fromthe
muni ci pality of his residence because his duties, occupation or
busi ness require himto be el sewhere on the day of any primry
or election, or in the case of a county enpl oye who cannot vote
due to duties on election day relating to the conduct of the
el ection, or in the case of a person who will not attend a
pol ling place because of the observance of a religious holiday,
shall be signed by the applicant and shall include the surnane
and gi ven nane or names of the applicant, his occupation, date
of birth, length of time a resident in voting district, voting
district if known, place of residence, post office address to
which ballot is to be mailed, the reason for his absence, and

such other information as shall nake clear to the county board
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of elections the applicant's right to an official absentee
bal | ot .

(2) The application of any qualified registered el ector who
is unable to attend his polling place on the day of any primary
or election because of illness or physical disability and the
application of any qualified registered bedridden or
hospitalized veteran in the county of residence shall be signed
by the applicant and shall include surnane and gi ven nane or
nanmes of the applicant, his occupation, date of birth, residence
at the time of becom ng bedridden or hospitalized, |ength of
time a resident in voting district, voting district if known,
pl ace of residence, post office address to which ballot is to be
mai | ed, and such other information as shall make clear to the
county board of elections the applicant's right to an official
ballot. In addition, the application of such el ectors shal
include a declaration stating the nature of their disability or
illness, and the nanme, office address and office tel ephone
nunber of their attendi ng physician: Provided, however, That in
the event any elector entitled to an absentee ball ot under this
subsection be unable to sign his application because of illness
or physical disability, he shall be excused from signing upon
maki ng a statenent which shall be wi tnessed by one adult person
in substantially the following form | hereby state that | am
unable to sign my application for an absentee ball ot w thout
assi stance because | amunable to wite by reason of ny illness
or physical disability. I have nmade or have received assistance

in mking nmy mark in lieu of ny signature.
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(Conpl et e Address of Wtness) (Signature of Wtness)

(e.1) Any qualified registered elector, including any
qual i fied bedridden or hospitalized veteran, who is unable
because of illness or physical disability to attend his polling
pl ace on the day of any primary or election or operate a voting
machi ne and state distinctly and audibly that he is unable to do
so as required by section 1218 of this act nay, with the
certification by his attending physician that he is permanently
di sabl ed, and physically unable to attend the polls or operate a
voti ng machi ne and nmake the distinct and audi bl e st at enent
required by section 1218 appended to the application
her ei nbefore required, be placed on a permanently di sabl ed
absentee ballot list file. An absentee ball ot application shal
be mailed to every such person for each primary or election so
| ong as he does not |ose his voting rights by failure to vote as
otherwi se required by this act. Such person shall not be
required to file a physician's certificate of disability with
each application as required in subsection (e) of this section
but such person nust submt a witten statenent asserting
continuing disability every four years in order to naintain his
eligibility to vote under the provisions of this subsection.
Shoul d any such person |ose his disability he shall informthe
county board of elections of the county of his residence.

(e.2) Notwi thstanding the other provisions of this act any
qual ified el ector who expects to be or is absent fromthe
muni ci pality of his residence because his duties, occupation or
busi ness require himto be el sewhere on the day of any el ection
or a county enploye who cannot vote due to duties on el ection
day relating to the conduct of the election or a person who wll

not attend a polling place because of the observance of a
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religious holiday nmay nake an application for an absentee ball ot
by mail by sending a letter to the county board of elections in
the county in which his voting residence is |located. The letter
shall be signed by the applicant and contain his name and pl ace
of residence.

(f) The county chairman of each political party or the head
of each political body shall designate one representative from
his respective political party or body for each public
institution. The representatives so appointed shall, at the sane
time on a date fixed by the county board of election visit every
public institution situate in the county for the purpose of
obtai ning the nanes and addresses of public institution
residents who desire to receive applications for absentee
ballots and to act as an el ection board as provided in
subsection (g) of this section. The list of names and addresses
t hus obtained shall then be submitted by said representatives to
t he board which shall furnish applications individually to those
appearing in the witten request. If the chairman or head of a
political party or body fails to appoint a representative within
fifteen days fromwitten notice fromthe county board of
el ection, the county board of election shall appoint a
representative fromthe political party or body.

(g) The county board of election shall appoint teans of
three nenbers for each public institution that shall go to the
public institutions and hold the election on the first Friday
prior to election day. Each nmenber of the board shall appoint
one nmenber on every team After the votes are cast, the teans
shall collect the ballots and return themto the county board of
el ection where they shall be placed unopened in a secure, safe

and seal ed container in the custody of the board until they
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shall be distributed to the respective absentee voters' election
district as provided in section 1308 of this act where they
shall be counted with the other absentee ballots, if any.

(h) The county board of election shall nunber, in
chronol ogi cal order, the applications for an official absentee
bal |l ot, which nunber shall |ikew se appear on the official
absentee ballot for the qualified elector. The nunbers shal
appear legibly and in a conspicuous place but before the ballots
are distributed the nunber on the ballot shall be torn off by
the county board of election. This nunber information shall be
appropriately inserted and beconme a part of the Registered
Absentee Voters File and the Mlitary, Veterans and Energency
Civilian Absentee Voters File provided in section 1302.3 of this
act .

(i) Application for official absentee ballots shall be on
forms prescribed by the Secretary of the Conmonweal th. The
application shall state that a voter who receives an absentee
bal | ot pursuant to section 1301 and who, on election day, is
capabl e of voting at the appropriate polling place nust void the
absentee ballot and vote in the normal manner at the appropriate
voting place. Such fornms shall be nmade freely available to the
public at county board of el ections, municipal buildings and at
such other | ocations designated by the secretary. No witten
application or personal request shall be necessary to receive
the application forns. Copies of all conpleted applications for
of ficial absentee ballots shall be retained by the county board
of el ections.

Section 10. Sections 1302.2 and 1302.3 of the act, anended
Decenber 11, 1968 (P.L.1183, No.375), are anended to read:

Section 1302.2. Approval of Application for Absentee
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Bal |l ot . - -

(a) The county board of elections, upon receipt of any
application filed by a qualified elector not required to be
regi stered under preceding section 1301, shall ascertain from
the informati on on such application, district register or from
any ot her source that such applicant possesses all the
qualifications of a qualified elector other than being
regi stered or enrolled. If the board is satisfied that the
applicant is qualified to receive an official absentee ball ot,
the application shall be marked approved such approval deci sion
shall be final and binding except that chall enges may be made
only on the ground that the applicant did not possess
qgual i fications of an absentee elector. [Such chall enges]

Chal | enges to applications received fromaualified el ectors not

required to be regi stered under section 1301(i) nust be nmde to

the county board of elections prior to 5:00 o' clock P. M on the

first Friday prior to the election. Challenges to applications

received fromaqqualified electors not required to be reqgi stered

under section 1301(a) nust be made to the county board of

el ections prior to 8:00 o'clock P. M on the day of the

el ection. Wien so approved, the county board of el ections shal
cause the applicant's nanme and residence (and at a primary, the
party enrollnment) to be inserted in the Mlitary, Veterans and
Emergency Civilians Absentee Voters File as provided in section
1302. 3, subsection (b): Providing, however, That no application
of any qualified elector in mlitary service shall be rejected
for failure to include on his application any information if
such information may be ascertained within a reasonable tine by

the county board of el ections.

(b) The county board of elections, upon receipt of any
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application filed by a qualified elector who is entitled, under
[the provisions of the Permanent Regi stration Law as now or
herei nafter enacted by the General Assenbly,] |aw to absentee
registration prior to or concurrently with the tinme of voting as
provi ded under preceding section 1301, shall ascertain fromthe
i nformati on on such application or fromany other source that
such applicant possesses all the qualifications of a qualified
el ector. If the board is satisfied that the applicant is
entitled[, under the provisions of the Permanent Regi stration
Law as now or hereinafter enacted by the General Assenbly,] to
absentee registration prior to or concurrently with the tine of
voting and that the applicant is qualified to receive an

of ficial absentee ballot, the application shall be narked
"approved." Such approval decision shall be final and binding
except that chall enges may be made only on the ground that the
applicant did not possess the qualifications of an absentee

el ector prior to or concurrently with the time of voting. Such
chal | enges nmust be made to the county board of elections prior
to [5:00 o'clock P. M on the first Friday prior to] 8:00

o' clock P. M on the day of the el ection. Wien so approved, the

county board of elections shall cause the applicant's nane and
residence (and at a primary, the party enrollnent) to be
inserted in the Mlitary, Veterans and Energency Cvilian
Absentee Voters File as provided in section 1302.3 subsection
(b).

(c) The county board of elections, upon receipt of any
application of a qualified elector required to be registered
under the provisions of preceding section 1301, shall determ ne
the qualifications of such applicant by conparing the

information set forth on such application with the informtion
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contained on the applicant's permanent registration card. If the
board is satisfied that the applicant is qualified to receive an
of ficial absentee ballot, the application shall be narked
"approved." Such approval decision shall be final and bi nding,
except that chall enges may be made only on the ground that the
applicant did not possess the qualifications of an absentee
el ector. Such chall enges nust be made to the county board of
el ections prior to 5:00 o' clock P. M on the first Friday prior
to the el ection. Wien so approved, the registration conm ssion
shall cause an absentee voter's tenporary registration card to
be inserted in the district register on top of and along with
t he permanent registration card. The absentee voter's tenporary
registration card shall be in the color and form prescribed in
subsection (e) of this section:

Provi ded, however, That the duties of the county boards of
el ections and the registration comm ssions with respect to the
insertion of the absentee voter's tenporary registration card of
any elector fromthe district register as set forth in section
1302. 2 shall include only such applications and energency
applications as are received on or before the first Tuesday
prior to the primary or election. In all cases where
applications are received after the first Tuesday prior to the
primary or election and before five o'clock P. M on the first
Friday prior to the primary or election, the county board of
el ections shall determ ne the qualifications of such applicant
by conparing the information set forth on such application with
the informati on contained on the applicant's duplicate
registration card on file in the General Register (also referred
to as the Master File) in the office of the Registration

Commi ssion and shall cause the name and residence (and at
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primaries, the party enrollnent) to be inserted in the Mlitary,
Vet erans and Enmergency Civilian Absentee Voters File as provided
in section 1302. 3, subsection (b). In addition, the |ocal
di strict boards of elections shall, upon canvassing the official
absent ee bal |l ots under section 1308, exam ne the voting check
list of the election district of said elector's residence and
satisfy itself that such elector did not cast any ball ot other
than the one properly issued to himunder his absentee ball ot
application. In all cases where the exam nation of the |ocal
district board of elections discloses that an elector did vote a
bal |l ot other than the one properly issued to himunder the
absentee ball ot application, the local district board of
el ections shall thereupon cancel said absentee ballot and said
el ector shall be subject to the penalties as hereinafter set
forth.

(d) In the event that any application for an offici al
absentee ballot is not approved by the county board of
el ections, the elector shall be notified imediately to that
effect wwth a statenment by the county board of the reasons for
t he di sapproval.

(e) The absentee voter's tenporary registration card shal
be in duplicate and the same size as the pernmanent registration
card, in a different and contrasting color to the pernanent
regi stration card and shall contain the absentee voter's nane
and address and shall conspicuously contain the words "Absentee

Voter." Such card shall also contain the affidavit required by
subsection (b) of section 1306.

Section 1302.3. Absentee Electors Files and Lists.--(a) The
county board of elections shall maintain at its office a file

containing the duplicate absentee voter's tenporary registration
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cards of every registered elector to whom an absentee ball ot has
been sent. Such duplicate absentee voter's tenporary

regi stration cards shall be filed by election districts and

wi thin each election district in exact al phabetical order and

i ndexed. The registration cards so filed shall constitute the
Regi stered Absentee Voters File for the Primary or El ection of
(date of primary or election) and shall be kept on file for a
period conmencing the Tuesday prior to the day of the primary or
el ection until the day following the primary or election or the
day the county board of elections certifies the returns of the
primary or election, whichever date is later. Such file shall be

open to public inspection at all times upon witten request

subj ect to reasonabl e saf eguards, rules and regul ati ons.
(b) The county board of elections shall [post in a

conspi cuous public place] nake available at its office a master

list arranged in al phabetical order by election districts
setting forth the nanme and residence, and at primaries, the
party enrollnment, of (1) every mlitary elector to whom an
absentee ballot is being sent, each such nane to be prefixed
with an "M'; (2) every bedridden or hospitalized veteran outside
the county of his residence who is not registered and to whom an
absentee ballot is being sent, each such nane to be prefixed
with a "V'; and (3) every registered elector who has filed his
application for an absentee ballot too late for the extraction
of his original registration card and to whom a ballot is being
sent and every qualified elector who has filed his application
for an absentee ballot and is entitled, under provisions of [the
Per manent Regi stration Law as now or hereinafter enacted by the
CGeneral Assenbly] law, to absentee registration prior to or

concurrently with the tinme of voting, each such nane to be
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prefixed with a "C." This list shall be known as the Mlitary,
Vet erans and Enmergency Civilians Absentee Voters File for the
Primary or Election of (date of primary or election) and shal

be [posted] maintained for a period comrencing the Tuesday prior

to the day of the primary or election until the eighth day
following the primary or election or the day on which the county
board of elections certifies the returns of the primary or

el ection, whichever date is later. Such file shall be open to

public inspection upon witten request at all times subject to

reasonabl e safeguards, rules and regulations[. This posted |ist]
and shall not contain any mlitary address or references to any
mlitary organi zation. Upon witten request, the county board
shall furnish a copy of such list to any candi date or party
county chairman.

(b.1) The county board shall also maintain a |list of al

absentee ballots which are received fromelectors qualified in

accordance with section 1301(a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (9q)

and (h) after 5:00 o'clock P. M on the Friday before the

el ection but before 8:00 o'clock P. M on the day of the

el ection, and those received up to the seventh day foll owi ng the

el ecti on and whi ch contain postmarks dated no | ater than the day

preceding the election. This list shall be avail able for public

i nspecti on upon witten request at the office of the county

board of el ections subject to reasonabl e saf equards, rul es and

requl ati ons. Upon witten request, the county board shal

furnish a copy of such list to any candi date or party county

(c) Not less than five days preceding the election, the
chief clerk shall prepare a list for each election district

showi ng the names and post office addresses of all voting
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residents thereof to whomofficial absentee ballots shall have
been i ssued. Each such list shall be prepared in duplicate,

shall be headed "Persons in (give identity of election district)
t o whom absentee ball ots have been issued for the election of
(date of election),” and shall be signed by himnot |ess than
four days preceding the election. He shall [post] nake the
original of each such list [in a conspicuous place] available in
the office of the county election board [and see that it is kept

so posted] until the close of the polls on election day subject

to reasonabl e saf equards, rules and requl ati ons. He shall cause

the duplicate of each such list to be delivered to the judge of
election in the election district in the sane manner and at the
same time as are provided in this act for the delivery of other
el ection supplies.[, and it shall be the duty of such judge of
el ection to post such duplicate list in a conspicuous place
within the polling place of his district and see that it is kept
so posted throughout the time that the polls are open.] Upon
witten request, he shall furnish a copy of such list to any

candi date or party county chairman. The duplicate list provided

to each election district with other el ection supplies shall be

accurate as of the day of distribution. Such duplicate |i st

shall contain a notification of when the |ist was prepared and

that an updated list is available at the office of the county

board. The judge of el ection shall make such |list received with

the el ecti on supplies avail able for public inspecti on upon

witten request.

Section 11. Section 1305 of the act, anmended August 13, 1963
(P.L.707, No.379) and Decenber 17, 1990 (P.L.681, No.169), is
amended to read:

Section 1305. Delivering or Mailing Ballots.--
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(a) The county board of el ections upon receipt and approval
of an application filed by any elector qualified in accordance
with the provisions of section 1301, subsections (a) to (h),

inclusive, shall [not later than] prepare absentee ballots

i mmedi ately upon certification of the ballot by the Secretary of

the Commonweal th and begin to deliver or mail absentee ballots

to such electors i nmedi ately when they are printed but no | ater

t han one week followi ng recei pt of the ballot certification. In

the event that the ballot is not certified by the Secretary of

t he Commonwealth by fifty days prior to the day of the primary

or [not later than] by seventy days prior to the day of the

el ection, the county board shall (1) commence to deliver or nmi

to such elector who has included with said application a
statement that he or she is unable to vote during the regul ar
absentee balloting period by reason of living or performng
mlitary service in an extrenely renote or isolated area of the
world, and (2) not later than forty-five days prior to the day
of the primary or election shall commence to deliver or mail to
all other such electors as provided for in section 1301,
subsections (a) to (h), inclusive, official absentee ballots or
special wite-in absentee ballots as prescribed by subsection
(d) of section 1303 when official absentee ballots are not yet
printed[; as]. As additional applications of such electors are
recei ved, the board shall deliver or mail official absentee
ballots or special wite-in absentee ballots when official
absentee ballots are not yet printed to such additional electors
within forty-eight hours after approval of their application. If
the calling of a special election would nmake it inpossible to

conply with the forty-five day delivery or mailing requirenent

of this section, then the county board of elections shall nmai
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absentee ballots or special wite-in absentee ballots within
five days of the county board' s receipt of the infornmation
necessary to prepare said ballots.

(b) The county board of el ections upon receipt and approval
of an application filed by any elector qualified in accordance
with the provisions of section 1301, subsections (i) to (I),

i nclusive, shall conmmence to deliver or mail official absentee
ball ots on the second Tuesday prior to the primary or el ection.
As additional applications are received and approved, the board
shall deliver or mail official absentee ballots to such
additional electors within forty-ei ght hours.

Section 12. Section 1306 of the act, anmended February 13,
1998 (P.L.72, No.18) and Novenmber 9, 2006 (P.L.1330, No.137), is
amended to read:

Section 1306. Voting by Absentee Electors.--(a) Except as
provi ded in paragraphs (1), (2) and (3), at any tinme after
receiving an official absentee ballot, but on or before five
o'clock P.M on the Friday prior to the primary or election, the
el ector shall, in secret, proceed to mark the ballot only in
bl ack | ead pencil, indelible pencil or blue, black or blue-black
ink, in fountain pen or ball point pen, and then fold the
bal |l ot, enclose and securely seal the sane in the envel ope on
which is printed, stanmped or endorsed "Oficial Absentee
Bal | ot."

(1) Any elector who submts an Enmergency Application and
recei ves an absentee ballot in accordance with section
1302.1(a.2) or (c) shall mark the ballot on or before eight
o' clock P.M on the day of the primary or election. An el ector

qualified in accordance with section 1301(a), (b), (c), (d),

(e), (f), (g) and (h) shall, in secret, proceed to mark the
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ballot only in black | ead pencil, indelible pencil or bl ue,

bl ack or blue-black ink, in fountain pen or ball point pen, and

then fold the ballot, enclose and securely seal the sane in the

envel ope on which is printed, stanped or endorsed "Ofici al

Absentee Ballot." This envel ope shall then be placed in the

second one, on which is printed the form of declaration of the
el ector, and the address of the elector's county board of

el ection and the |local election district of the elector. The

el ector shall then fill out, date and sign the declaration
printed on such envel ope. Such envel ope shall then be securely
seal ed and the el ector shall send sanme by mail, postage prepaid,
except where franked, or deliver it in person to said county
board of el ection.

(2) Any elector, spouse of the elector or dependent of the
el ector, qualified in accordance with the provisions of section
1301, subsections (e), (f), (g) and (h) to vote by absentee
ball ot as herein provided, shall be required to include on the
form of declaration a supporting declaration in form prescri bed
by the Secretary of the Commonwealth, to be signed by the head
of the department or chief of division or bureau in which the
el ector is enployed, setting forth the identity of the elector,
spouse of the elector or dependent of the el ector.

(3) Any elector who has filed his application in accordance
with section 1302 subsection (e)(2), and is unable to sign his
decl aration because of illness or physical disability, shall be
excused from si gning upon maki ng a decl arati on which shall be
Wi tnessed by one adult person in substantially the follow ng
form | hereby declare that | amunable to sign ny declaration
for voting ny absentee ballot w thout assistance because | am

unable to wite by reason of ny illness or physical disability.
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I have made or received assistance in making nmy mark in |lieu of

nmy signature.

(Conpl et e Address of Wtness)

(4) For those envel opes received fromelectors qualified in

accordance with section 1301(a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (9q)

and (h), such envel opes shall then be securely seal ed and the

el ector shall send sane by mail, postage prepaid, except where

franked, or deliver it in person or by an individual authorized

representative of an elector specifically authorized to deliver

the el ector's absentee ballot by a commercial delivery or

courier service that accepts and delivers as an internedi ary

between third parties in the ordinary course of its busi ness

t hr oughout the year docunents and packages deliverable to a

specific street address to the county board of el ections.

(a.1) Any elector qualified in accordance with secti on

1301(a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g) and (h) may vote in any

el ection for any office by submtting a Federal Wite-In

Absentee Bal |l ot prescri bed by the Uni forned and Over seas

Citi zens Absentee Voting Act (Public Law 99-410, 100 Stat. 924).

The subm ssi on and processi ng of a Federal Wite-In Absentee

Ball ot shall be governed by section 103 of the Uniforned and

Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act or its successor and this

act.

(b) In the event that any such el ector, excepting an el ector
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in mlitary service or any elector unable to go to his polling
pl ace because of illness or physical disability, entitled to
vote an official absentee ballot shall be in the municipality of
his residence on the day for holding the primary or election for
whi ch the ballot was issued, or in the event any such el ector
shall have recovered fromhis illness or physical disability
sufficiently to permit himto present hinself at the proper
polling place for the purpose of casting his ballot, such
absent ee ball ot cast by such elector shall, be declared void.

Any such elector referred to in this subsection, who is
within the nunicipality of his residence, nmust present hinself
at his polling place and shall be permitted to vote upon
presenting hinmself at his regular polling place in the sane
manner as he coul d have voted had he not received an absentee
bal |l ot: Provided, That such elector has first presented hinself
to the judge of elections in his local election district and
shall have signed the affidavit on the absentee voter's
tenporary registration card, which affidavit shall be in
substantially the following form

| hereby swear that | ama qualified registered el ector who
has obtai ned an absentee ballot, however, | ampresent in the
muni ci pality of ny residence and physically able to present
nmyself at nmy polling place and therefore request that ny

absent ee ball ot be voi ded.

(Local Judge of El ections)
An el ector who has recei ved an absentee ball ot under the

enmergency application provisions of section 1302.1, and for
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whom therefore, no tenporary absentee voter's registration card
isin the district register, shall sign the aforenentioned
affidavit in any case, which the | ocal judge of elections shal
then cause to be inserted in the district register with the

el ector's permanent registration card.

Section 13. Section 1308 of the act, anmended Decenber 11,
1968 (P.L.1183, No.375), February 13, 1998 (P.L.72, No.18) and
Decenber 9, 2002 (P.L.1246, No.150) and Novenber 9, 2006
(P.L.1330, No.137), is anended to read:

Section 1308. Canvassing of Oficial Absentee Ballots.--(a)
The county boards of election, upon receipt of official absentee
ballots in [such] official envel opes, shall safely keep the sane
in sealed or | ocked containers until they distribute sanme to the
appropriate local election districts in a manner prescribed by
the Secretary of the Conmonweal t h.

Except as provided in section 1302.1(a.2), the county board
of elections shall then distribute the absentee ballots,
unopened, to the absentee voter's respective election district
concurrently with the distribution of the other election
suppl i es. Absentee ballots shall be canvassed i nmedi ately and
continuously without interruption until conpleted after the
cl ose of the polls on the day of the election in each el ection
district. The results of the canvass of the absentee ballots
shall then be included in and returned to the county board with
the returns of that district. Except as provided in section
1302.1(a.2) and subsection (g), no absentee ballot shall be
counted which is received in the office of the county board of
el ection later than five o' clock P.M on the Friday i medi ately

preceding the primary or Novenber election[.], except that the

ball ots received fromelectors qualified in accordance w th
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section 1301(a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g) and (h) shall be

canvassed if received by eight o' clock P. M on the day of the

el ection or by the seventh day followi ng the el ection if such

absentee ballot carries a postmark dated no | ater than the day

before the el ecti on.

(a.1) Absentee ballots received fromelectors qualified in

accordance with section 1301(a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (9q)

and (h) after the duplicate |list was prepared and distributed to

the | ocal el ection boards in accordance with section 1302.3(b. 1)

and (c) but up until eight o'clock P. M the day of the prinmary

or election ballots shall be canvassed at the official canvass

requi red for each el ection as required by section 1403. |In al

cases where absentee ballots are received after the duplicate

li st was prepared and distributed to the | ocal el ection boards

in accordance with section 1302.3(b.1) but up until eight

o'clock PPM the day of the primary or el ection, the county

board of el ections shall exam ne the voting check list of the

election district of said elector's resi dence and satisfy itself

that such el ector did not cast any ball ot other than the one

properly issued to hi munder his absentee ball ot application. In

all cases where such exam nation di scl oses that an el ector did

vote a ballot other than the one properly i ssued to hi munder

the absentee ball ot application, the board of el ections shal

t her eupon cancel sai d absentee ball ot and said el ector shall be

subject to the penalties as set forth in this act.

(b) Each candidate for nomination or election shall be

entitled to appoi nt one watcher and each political party or body

whi ch has nonmi nated candi dates shall be entitled to appoint two

wat chers to be present at each canvass of absentee ball ots.

Wat chers shall be permtted to be present when the envel opes
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containing official absentee ballots are opened and when such
bal | ots are counted and recorded.

(b.1) In all election districts in which electronic voting
systens are used, absentee ballots shall be opened at the
el ection district, checked for wite-in votes in accordance with
section 1113-A and then either hand-counted or counted by neans
of the automatic tabul ati on equi pnent, whatever the case may be.

(d) Whenever it shall appear by due proof that any absentee
el ector who has returned his ballot in accordance with the
provi sions of this act has died prior to the opening of the
polls on the day of the primary or election, the ballot of such
deceased el ector shall be rejected by the canvassers but the
counting of the ballot of an elector thus deceased shall not of
itself invalidate any nom nation or el ection.

(e) At such time the local election board shall then further
exam ne the declaration on each envel ope not so set aside and
shall conpare the information thereon with that contained in the

"Regi stered Absentee Voters File," the absentee voters' |ist and
the "M litary Veterans and Energency Civilians Absentee Voters
File." If the local election board is satisfied that the
declaration is sufficient and the information contained in the

"Regi stered Absentee Voters File," the absentee voters' |ist and
the "M litary Veterans and Energency Civilians Absentee Voters
File" verifies his right to vote, the local election board shal
announce the nanme of the elector and shall give any watcher
present an opportunity to chall enge any absentee el ector upon
the ground or grounds (1) that the absentee elector is not a
qualified elector; or (2) that the absentee el ector was within

the nmunicipality of his residence on the day of the primary or

el ection during the period the polls were open, except where he
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was in mlitary service or except in the case where his ball ot
was obtai ned for the reason that he was unable to appear
personal ly at the polling place because of illness or physical
disability; or (3) that the absentee el ector was able to appear
personal ly at the polling place on the day of the primary or

el ection during the period the polls were open in the case his
bal |l ot was obtained for the reason that he was unable to appear
personal ly at the polling place because of illness or physical
di sability. Upon chall enge of any absentee elector, as set forth
herein the | ocal election board shall mark "chal |l enged” on the
envel ope together with the reason or reasons therefor, and the
same shall be set aside for return to the county board unopened
pendi ng deci sion by the county board and shall not be counted.
Al'l absentee ballots not challenged for any of the reasons
provi ded herein shall be counted and included with the general
return of paper ballots or voting machines, as the case may be
as follows. Thereupon, the |ocal election board shall open the
envel ope of every unchal |l enged absentee el ector in such manner
as not to destroy the declaration executed thereon. Al of such
envel opes on which are printed, stanped or endorsed the words
"Official Absentee Ballot" shall be placed in one or nore
depositories at one tinme and said depository or depositories
wel | shaken and the envel opes m xed before any envel ope is taken
therefrom |If any of these envel opes shall contain any
extraneous marks or identifying synbols other than the words
"Official Absentee Ballot,"” the envel opes and the ballots
contai ned therein shall be set aside and declared void. The

| ocal election board shall then break the seals of such

envel opes, renove the ballots and record the votes in the sane

manner as district election officers are required to record
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votes. Wth respect to the challenged ballots, they shall be
returned to the county board with the returns of the | ocal

el ection district where they shall be placed unopened in a
secure, safe and seal ed container in the custody of the county
board until it shall fix a tine and place for a fornmal hearing
of all such challenges and notice shall be given where possible
to all absentee electors thus challenged and to every attorney,
wat cher or candi date who made such chall enge. The tine for the
heari ng shall not be later than seven (7) days after the date of
said challenge. On the day fixed for said hearing, the county
board shall proceed w thout delay to hear said chall enges and,
in hearing the testinony, the county board shall not be bound by
technical rules of evidence. The testinony presented shall be

st enographically recorded and nade part of the record of the
heari ng. The deci sion of the county board in uphol ding or

di sm ssing any chall enge nay be reviewed by the court of comon
pl eas of the county upon a petition filed by any person

aggri eved by the decision of the county board. Such appeal shal
be taken, within two (2) days after such decision shall have
been made, whether reduced to witing or not, to the court of
common pleas setting forth the objections to the county board's
deci sion and praying for an order reversing same. Pending the
final determ nation of all appeals, the county board shal
suspend any action in canvassing and conputing all chall enged
ballots irrespective of whether or not appeal was taken fromthe
county board's decision. Upon conpletion of the conputation of
the returns of the county, the votes cast upon the chall enged
official absentee ballots shall be added to the other votes cast
wi thin the county.

(e.1) Absentee ballots cast by electors qualified in
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accordance with section 1301(a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (9)

and (h) and received after the canvass required by subsection

(a) but by the seventh day followi ng the el ecti on which are

postmarked no | ater than the day before the el ection shall be

canvassed in a separate canvass to occur no |l ater than ei ght (8)

days after the election to be conducted in accordance with the

procedures required by this section for the first canvass of

absentee ballots. Such absentee ballots shall be subject to the

chal | enge procedures specified in subsection (e). The board

shall add the results for the second canvass to the totals of

the first canvass by el ection district.

(f) Any person challenging an application for an absentee
bal l ot or an absentee ballot for any of the reasons provided in
this act shall deposit the sumof ten dollars ($10.00) in cash
with the local election board, in cases of chall enges nade to
the local election board and with the county board in cases of
chal I enges nmade to the county board for which he shall be issued
a receipt for each chall enge made, which sumshall only be
refunded if the challenge is sustained or if the challenge is

wi thdrawn within [five (5) days] ten (10) days after the primry

or election. If the challenge is dism ssed by any |awful order
then the deposit shall be forfeited. Al deposit noney received
by the | ocal election board shall be turned over to the county
board sinmultaneously with the return of the challenged ballots.
The county board shall deposit all deposit noney in the general
fund of the county.

Notice of the requirenments of subsection (b) of section 1306
shall be printed on the envel ope for the absentee ball ot.

Section 14. Section 1309 of the act, anmended August 13, 1963
(P.L.707, No.379), is anended to read:
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Section 1309. Public Records.--All official absentee
ballots, files, applications for such ballots and envel opes on
whi ch the executed decl arati ons appear, and all information and
|ists are hereby designated and decl ared to be public records
and shall be safely kept for a period of two years, except that
no information concerning a mlitary elector shall be made
public which is expressly forbidden by the [War] Departnent of

Section 15. Section 1404(a) of the act, amended COctober 8,
2004 (P.L.807, No.97), is anended to read:

Section 1404. Conputation of Returns by County Board;
Certification; Issuance of Certificates of Election.--

(a) The county board shall, at nine o clock A M on the
third day following the primary or election, at its office or at
some ot her conveni ent public place at the county seat, of which
due notice shall have been given as provided by section 1403,
publicly conmrence the conputation and canvassi ng of the returns,
and continue the same fromday to day until conpleted, in the
manner hereinafter provided. For this purpose any county board
may organi ze itself into sections, each of which may
si mul taneously proceed with the conputati on and canvassi ng of
the returns fromvarious districts of the county in the manner

provi ded by this section. The return board shall reconvene at

nine o'clock AA. M on the eighth day following the election to

canvass absentee ballots received no | ater than the seventh day

following the el ection which are postnmarked the day before the

el ection. Upon the conpletion of such conputation and
canvassi ng, the board shall tabulate the figures for the entire
county and sign, announce and attest the same, as required by

this section.
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* * %

Section 16. Section 1626(d) of the act, anmended July 11,
1980 (P.L.600, No.128), is anended to read:

Section 1626. Reporting by Candi date and Politi cal
Conmi ttees and ot her Persons. --

* x *

(d) Pre-election reports by candidates for offices to be
voted for by the electors of the State at |arge and al
political commttees, which have expended noney for the purpose
of influencing the election of such candidate, shall be filed
not later than the sixth Tuesday before and the second Friday
before an election, provided that the initial pre-election
report shall be conplete as of fifty (50) days prior to the
el ection and the subsequent pre-election report shall be

conplete as of [fifteen (15)] eighteen (18) days prior to the

el ection. Pre-election reports by all other candi dates and
political commttees which have received contributions or made
expenditures for the purpose of influencing an election shall be
filed not |ater than the second Friday before an el ection,

provi ded that such report be conplete as of [fifteen (15)]

ei ghteen (18) days prior to the el ection.

* * %

Section 17. The act is anended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 1819. 1. M sl eadi ng Mailings.--A person who wilfully

sends a mailing that provides deliberately m sl eadi ng

i nformati on regardi ng the date of the election or the | ocation

of polling places shall be sentenced to pay a fine not exceedi ng

fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000), or to undergo a term of

i mpri sonnent of not nore than seven (7) years, or both.

Section 1827. 1. Unl awful Interference with Voter
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Regi stration.--(a) Any person who interferes or attenpts to

interfere with another person's right to vote at any prinary or

el ection, by knowingly failing to subnit a conpl eted voter

regi strati on application to the regi strati on conm ssi on, shal

be quilty of a m sdeneanor of the first deqree and, upon

convi ction thereof, shall be sentenced to pay a fine not

exceedi ng fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000) or to undergo a

termof inprisonnent of not nore than seven (7) years, or both,

at the discretion of the court.

(b) Any person who interferes or attenpts to interfere with

anot her person's right to vote at any prinmary or el ection, by

knowi ngly submtting false i nfformati on about that other person

to the regi strati on conm ssion, shall be quilty of a ni sdeneanor

of the first degree and, upon conviction thereof, shall be

sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding fifteen thousand doll ars

($15, 000) or to undergo a term of inprisonnent of not nore than

seven (7) years, or both, at the discretion of the court.

Section 18. This act shall apply to the first election which
occurs not later than 90 days followi ng the effective date of
this section.

Section 19. This act shall take effect imrediately.
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