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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1057 %5

I NTRODUCED BY KI NG CONKLI N, BI ANCUCCI, BARRAR, BELFANTI, COSTA,
CURRY, DePASQUALE, DALEY, CALTAG RONE, FABRIZI O FRANKEL,
FREEMAN, GEORGE, GERBER, JAMES, KORTZ, KULA, LEACH, MCALL
SANTONI, BRENNAN, STABACK, R TAYLOR, G BBONS, MANDERI NG,
MANN, MUNDY, MYERS, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO, SHAPI RO, SHI MKUS,

SI PTROTH, Ml LVAINE SM TH, SOLOBAY, STURLA, SURRA, THOVAS,
WALKO, WANSACZ, YOUNGBLOOD, YUDI CHAK, HENNESSEY, CGERGELY AND
JOSEPHS, APRIL 18, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRI L 18, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for the use of

Pennsyl vani a accountability grants.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2599.2 of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949,
anmended or added Decenber 23, 2003 (P.L.304, No.48), July 4,
2004 (P.L.536, No.70), July 13, 2005 (P.L.226, No.46) and July
11, 2006 (P.L.1092, No.114), is anended to read:

Section 2599.2. Pennsylvania Accountability Gants.--(a)
Begi nning with the 2004-2005 fiscal year, the departnent shal

establish a program of annual accountability grants for the

benefit of students enrolled in each of the Commpbnweal th's
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school districts.

(a.1) Beginning with the 2007-2008 fiscal year, the

departnent shall establish a program of annual accountability

grants for the benefit of children who are younger than the

entry age for Kkindergarten.

(b) The grant shall be used by a school district to attain
or maintain academ c performance targets[. Funds] if awarded

under subsection (d.2) or by an approved provi der of pre-

ki ndergarten to provide a pre-kindergarten programto ensure

school readi ness and i nprove future academ c perfornance under

subsection (d.3). In accordance with the provisions of

subsection (b.2), funds obtained under [this section] subsection

(d.2) may be used for any of the foll ow ng:

(1) Establishing, maintaining or expanding a quality pre-
ki ndergarten program aligned with the current academ c standards
contained in 22 Pa. Code Ch. 4 (relating to academ c standards
and assessnent).

(2) Establishing, maintaining or expanding a quality full-
day ki ndergarten program aligned with the current academnic
standards contained in 22 Pa. Code Ch. 4. Such prograns shall be
kept open for five hours each day for the full school term as
provided in section 1501. The board of school directors of a
school district may offer a full-day kindergarten programto
chil dren who are between four and six years ol d.

(3) Establishing, maintaining or expanding a cl ass size
reducti on program Such class size reduction program shal
appoi nt and assign a m ni num of one teacher for every 17
students or two teachers for every 35 students enrolled in a
ki ndergarten, first, second or third grade classroom All

t eachers appointed and assigned to teach kindergarten, first,
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second or third grade shall be certified in accordance with 22
Pa. Code Ch. 49 (relating to certification of professional
personnel) or its successors. The departnent shall establish

gui delines to assure that no school district satisfies the

requi renents of this paragraph by making a reduction in, and
subsequent increase to, current teacher conplenent. For purposes
of this paragraph, the phrase "one teacher for every 17 students
or two teachers for every 35 students enrolled in a

ki ndergarten, first, second or third grade classroont shal

refer to the nunber of teachers conducting a class at any one
time in a classroom containing the applicable nunber of

students.

(4) Establishing, expanding or maintaining prograns that
pronote the availability, coordination, integration and
utilization of social and health services, associated resources
and ancillary resources to neet the needs of children and
famlies in addressing issues that may serve to limt student
academ c achi evenent.

(5) Notwi thstanding the provisions of Article XV-C,
provi ding tutoring assistance during the normal school day and
hours of the school district, provided that the tutoring is in
addition to and does not interfere with a student's regularly
schedul ed classroominstruction tinmes and does not suppl ant
services required in a student's individualized education
program

(6) Inproving the academ c performance of subgroups
identified under section 1111(b) of the No Child Left Behind Act
of 2001.

(7) Establishing, expanding or maintaining prograns to

assist in the building of strong science and appli ed- know edge

20070H1057B1294 - 3 -
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skills.

(8) Providing additional progranms for continuing
pr of essi onal education that may include any of the follow ng:
training in mathematics, science and literacy-specific
curriculumand instructional strategies; training in school -w de
i nprovenent planni ng; anal ysis of student achi evenent dat a,

i ncludi ng student work and the inplications for classroom
practice; observing and studyi ng exenplary school and cl assroom
practices; inplenenting school-w de prograns and cl assroom
managenent strategi es designed to inprove student conduct; using
technol ogy to boost student achi evenent; conducting transition
pl anni ng and curricul um ali gnnent across schools and grade

| evel s; or inplenenting secondary strategies to increase student
engagenent and personalize | earning.

(9) Establishing, expanding or maintaining math and literacy
coaching progranms within schools to i nprove math and readi ng
i nstruction.

(10) Providing financial incentives to highly qualified,
tenured teachers to work in the nost academ cally chal |l enged
schools in a school district or providing financial incentives
to aid in the recruitnment of certificated teachers in
mat hemati cs, science, |anguage arts or English as a second
| anguage to work in the nost academ cally chall enged schools in
a school district.

(11) Providing such other prograns or activities that the
board of school directors of a school district determ nes are
essential to achieving or maintaining academ c performance
targets through the year 2014.

(b.1) No subcontract between a school district and a

nonprofit organi zation entered into for the provision of a

20070H1057B1294 - 4 -
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program or services pursuant to this section may abrogate
provi sions of a collective bargaining agreenent between the
nonprofit organi zation and its enpl oyes.

(b.2) (1) |If, for the 2007-2008 school year, the anount of

fundi ng that a school district recei ves under subsection (d.2)

exceeds the anmount of the grant that it received during the

2005- 2006 school year, the school district shall use its

addi ti onal funds to establish or expand the full -day

ki ndergarten program under subsection (b)(2). For the 2008-2009

school year and each school year thereafter, if the anpunt of

grant funds that a school district recei ves under subsection

(d.2) exceeds the anpunt that it received during the prior

school year under subsection (d.2), the school district shal

use its additional grant funds to establish or expand the full -

day ki ndergarten proqgram under subsection (b)(2).

(2) Notw thstandi ng paragraph (1), for the 2008-2009 school

vear and each school year thereafter, any school district that

est abl i shed or expanded a full-day ki ndergarten program during

the 2007-2008 school year under this subsecti on nay use the

anmount of the additional grant funds received in the 2007-2008

school year to nmintain that program

(3) The departnent shall require each school district to

certify as part of the plan subm tted under subsection (c)(2)

whet her the school district will use its additi onal grant funds

in conpliance with this subsecti on.

(4) A school district that does one of the foll owi ng shal

forfeit the right to the additional grant funds received in the

2007- 2008 school year under subsection (d.2) and all forfeited

funds shall be distributed on a pro rata basis anpng all school

districts that have satisfied the requirenents of this

20070H1057B1294 - 5 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

subsecti on:

(i) Chooses in the 2007-2008 school year not to establish or

expand a full-day ki ndergarten program consi stent with the

requi renents of this subsection.

(ii) Chooses, in the 2008-2009 school year or thereafter,

not to establish, maintain or expand a full -day ki ndergarten

program consi stent with the requirenments of this subsecti on.

(iii) Submts a plan that does not conply with this section.

(c) (1) No later than April 10, 2004, and April 10, 2005,
the departnent shall notify each school district of the grant
anount it will receive under subsection (d). No later than Apri
10, 2006[, and April 10 of each school year thereafter,] the
departnent shall notify each school district of the grant anount

it will receive under subsection (d.1). No later than April 10,

2007, and April 10 of each school year thereafter, the

departnent shall notify each school district of the grant anpunt

that it will receive under subsection (d.?2).

(2) Wthin thirty (30) days of receipt of the notification
under paragraph (1), the school district shall submt to the
departnment an accountability grant plan. The plan shall include:

(i) Reference to the prograns or activities under subsection
(b) for which the grant funds will be used.

(ii) ldentification of whether the grant funds will be used
to establish, maintain or expand the prograns or activities
ref erenced under subparagraph (i).

(tit) A brief description of the prograns or activities for
whi ch the grant funds will be used.

(iv) ldentification of how additional grant fundi ng provi ded

consi stent with subsection (b.2) will be used to establish or

expand a full-day kindergarten programor, for the 2008-2009

20070H1057B1294 - 6 -
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school year and each school year thereafter, how such fundi ng

will be used to maintain a full-day kindergarten programthat

was expanded or established in 2007-2008.

(3) (i) \Where the accountability grant plan subm tted under
par agr aph (2) proposes to use the grant funds for a program or
activity under subsection (b)(11), the departnent shall have
fifteen (15) days fromthe receipt of the plan to di sapprove the
use and notify the school district of the reason for the
di sapproval. Wthin thirty (30) days of the receipt of notice of
di sapproval, the school district shall submt a revised
accountability grant plan under paragraph (2).

(1i) \Were the accountability grant plan submtted under
par agraph (2) proposes to use the grant funds for a program or
activity under subsection (b)(11) and the school district fails
to receive notification fromthe secretary within fifteen (15)
days of receipt that its request has been di sapproved, the
school district may proceed to inplenent the proposed prograns
or activities.

(4) \Were the accountability grant plan submtted under
par agraph (2) proposes to use the grant funds for a program or
activity under subsection (b)(1), (2), (3), (4), (5, (6), (7),
(8), (9) or (10), the departnment may, within thirty (30) days
fromthe receipt of the plan, nake nonbi ndi ng recomendati ons
for alternative utilization of the grant funds.

(5) No later than February 1, 2005, and February 1 of each
year thereafter, the departnment shall submt a report to the
majority and mnority chairs of the Appropriations and Educati on
Committees of the Senate and to the nmajority and mnority chairs
of the Appropriations and Education Conmttees of the House of

Representati ves summari zi ng the operation of the program for

20070H1057B1294 - 7 -



1 that fiscal year. The report shall include:

2 (1) A description of the operation of the program

3 (i) A summary of the total anmount of grant funds paid to
4 school districts used for prograns or activities under

5 subsection (b).

6 (iti1) A summary of the uses of grant funds to school

7 districts used for prograns or activities under_ subsection (b).
8 (iv) An identification of the nunber of school districts

9 that used grant funds for each of the prograns or activities
10 wunder subsection (b).

11 (v) A listing of each school district and the program or
12 activity under subsection (b) for which the grant funds were
13 used.

14 (vi) An identification of the nunber of school districts
15 that used grant funds to establish, maintain or expand the

16 programor activity for which the grant funds under subsection
17 (b) were used.

18 (vii) A listing of each school district and whether the

19 grant funds were used to establish, maintain or expand the
20 programor activity for which the grant funds under subsection
21 (b) were used.
22 (viii) A summary of the use of grant funds awarded under
23 subsection (d.3).
24 (d) During the 2004-2005 and 2005- 2006 school years, the
25 departnent shall pay to each school district a Pennsylvania
26 Accountability grant equal to the sum of the anmounts cal cul at ed
27 under paragraphs (1) and (2) as follows:
28 (1) Each school district shall receive an anpbunt based on
29 the percentage of its students scoring bel ow proficient on the

30 PSSA tests, calculated as foll ows:

20070H1057B1294 - 8 -



(i) Divide the nunber of PSSA tests admi nistered in the
school district on which students scored bel ow proficient in
readi ng or mathematics during the 2002-2003 school year by the
total nunber of PSSA tests scored in reading and mathematics in
the school district during the 2002-2003 school vyear.

(i) Miltiply the quotient from subparagraph (i) by the
average daily nenbership of the school district for the 2002-
2003 school vyear

(tit) Miltiply the product from subparagraph (ii) by the
mar ket val ue/inconme aid ratio of the school district for the
2003- 2004 school year.

(tv) Miltiply the product from subparagraph (iii) by one
hundred fifty mllion dollars ($150, 000, 000).

(v) Divide the product from subparagraph (iv) by the sum of
t he products of subparagraph (iii) for all school districts.

(2) Each school district shall receive an anpbunt based on
the percentage of its students scoring at or above proficient on
the PSSA tests, calculated as follows:

(i) Divide the nunber of PSSA tests adm nistered in the
school district on which students scored at or above proficient
in reading or mathematics during the 2002-2003 school year by
the total nunber of PSSA tests scored in reading and mat hemati cs
in the school district during the 2002-2003 school vyear.

(i) Miltiply the quotient from subparagraph (i) by the
average daily nenbership of the school district for the 2002-
2003 school vyear

(tit) Miltiply the product from subparagraph (ii) by the
mar ket val ue/inconme aid ratio of the school district for the
2003- 2004 school year.

(tv) Miltiply the product from subparagraph (iii) by fifty

20070H1057B1294 - 9 -
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mllion dollars ($50, 000, 000).

(v) Divide the product from subparagraph (iv) by the sum of
t he products of subparagraph (iii) for all school districts.

(3) Gants awarded under this section shall be paid to
school districts on the |last Thursday of July.

(d.1) (1) During the 2006-2007 school year [and each school
year thereafter], the departnent shall pay to each schoo
district a Pennsylvania accountability grant equal to the anount
determ ned in subsection (d) plus the sumof the anmounts
cal cul at ed under paragraphs (2) and (3).

(2) Each school district shall receive an anpbunt based on
t he percentage of its students scoring bel ow proficient on the
PSSA tests adnministered in grades five, eight and el even,
cal cul ated as foll ows:

(i) Divide the nunber of PSSA tests admi nistered in the
school district on which students scored bel ow proficient in
readi ng or nmathematics during the 2004- 2005 school year by the
total nunber of PSSA tests scored in reading and mathematics in
the school district during the 2004-2005 school year.

(i) Miltiply the quotient from subparagraph (i) by the
average daily nenbership of the school district for the 2004-
2005 school vyear

(tit) Miltiply the product from subparagraph (ii) by the
mar ket val ue/inconme aid ratio of the school district for the
2005- 2006 school year.

(iv) Miltiply the product from subparagraph (iii) by thirty-
seven nillion five hundred thousand dollars ($37,500,000).

(v) Divide the product from subparagraph (iv) by the sum of
t he products of subparagraph (iii) for all school districts.

(3) Each school district shall receive an anpbunt based on

20070H1057B1294 - 10 -
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the percentage of its students scoring at or above proficient on
the PSSA tests adm nistered in grades five, eight and el even,
cal cul ated as foll ows:

(i) Divide the nunber of PSSA tests admi nistered in the
school district on which students scored at or above proficient
in reading or mathematics during the 2004- 2005 school year by
the total nunber of PSSA tests scored in reading and mat hemati cs
in the school district during the 2004-2005 school vyear.

(i) Miltiply the quotient from subparagraph (i) by the
average daily nenbership of the school district for the 2004-
2005 school vyear

(tit) Miltiply the product from subparagraph (ii) by the
mar ket val ue/inconme aid ratio of the school district for the
2005- 2006 school year.

(tv) Miltiply the product from subparagraph (iii) by twelve
mllion five hundred thousand dollars ($12,500, 000).

(v) Divide the product from subparagraph (iv) by the sum of
t he products of subparagraph (iii) for all school districts.

(4) Gants awarded under this subsection shall be paid to
school districts on the |last Thursday of July.

(d.2) (1) During the 2007-2008 school year and each school

vear thereafter, the departnent shall pay to each schoo

district a Pennsyl vani a accountability grant equal to the anpunt

det ermi ned under subsection (d.1) plus the sum of the anpunts

cal cul at ed under paraqgraphs (2) and (3).

(2) Each school district shall receive an anpbunt based on

the percentage of its students scoring bel ow proficient on PSSA

tests adm ni stered in the school district, cal cul ated as

foll ows:

(i) Divide the nunmber of PSSA tests adninistered in the

20070H1057B1294 - 11 -
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school district on which students scored bel ow proficient in

readi ng or mat hemati cs duri ng the 2005- 2006 school vyear by the

total nunmber of PSSA tests scored in readi ng and nat hematics in

the school district during the 2005-2006 school vyear.

(ii) Miltiply the quotient from subparagraph (i) by the

average daily nmenbership of the school district for the 2005-

2006 school vyear

(iii) Miltiply the product from subparagraph (ii) by the

mar ket val ue/inconme aid ratio of the school district for the

2006- 2007 school vyear.

(iv) Miltiply the product from subparagraph (iii) by

eighteen mllion seven hundred fifty thousand doll ars

($18, 750, 000) .

(v) Divide the product from subparagraph (iv) by the sum of

t he products of subparagraph (iii) for all school districts.

(3) Each school district shall receive an anpbunt based on

the percentage of its students scoring at or above proficient on

PSSA tests adnministered in the school district, cal cul ated as

foll ows:

(i) Divide the nunmber of PSSA tests adnministered in the

school district on which students scored at or above proficient

in reading or mathemati cs during the 2005-2006 school year by

the total nunber of PSSA tests scored in readi ng and nat henati cs

in the school district during the 2005-2006 school vyear.

(ii) Miltiply the quotient from subparagraph (i) by the

average daily nmenbership of the school district for the 2005-

2006 school vyear

(iii) Miltiply the product from subparagraph (ii) by the

mar ket val ue/inconme aid ratio of the school district for the

2006- 2007 school vyear.

20070H1057B1294 - 12 -



(iv) Miltiply the product from subparagraph (iii) by six

mllion two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($6, 250, 000).

(v) Divide the product from subparagraph (iv) by the sum of

t he products of subparagraph (iii) for all school districts.

(d.3) (1) |In the 2007-2008 school year and each school vyear

thereafter, seventy-five mllion dollars ($75, 000, 000) of funds

appropri ated for annual accountability grants shall be reserved

for the Pre-K Counts Program which is established in the

departnent for the purpose of providing grants to expand pre-

ki ndergarten opportunities for eligible students.

(2) The departnent shall establish a conpetitive grant

process to award Pre-K Counts funds to eliqgi ble providers.

Eligible providers may apply on their own or in conjunction with

other eligible providers.

(3) In addition to any other requirenments set forth by the

departnent, in order to be eligible for a grant under this

program an eligible provider shall agree to all of the

foll owi ng quality program standards:

(i) Pre-kindergarten shall be planned to provide no fewer

than 180 days over the course of the school year. A half-day

program shall provide no fewer than two and one-hal f hours of

instructional activities per day. A full-day program shal

provide no fewer than five hours of instructional activities per

day.

(ii) Pre-kindergarten curriculumshall be aligned with early

| ear ni ng standards established by the departnent.

(iii) The progress of each eligible student shall be

measured usi ng an assessnent approved by the departnent.

(iv) Each approved provider shall engage in coordi nati on and

part nershi ps organi zed for the purpose of conmunity educati on

20070H1057B1294 - 13 -
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and outreach on early chil dhood educati on, assessi ngq needs and

resources, and coordi nati ng and devel opi ng strategi es to address

t hese i ssues.

(v) Each approved provider shall conmply with nonitoring

requi renents i ssued by the departnent.

(vi) Each approved provider shall adopt and i npl enent a

conpr ehensi ve di saster response and energency preparedness pl an

consistent with 35 Pa.C.S. 8 7701 (relating to duties concerning

di saster prevention), regardl ess of whether the provider is a

school district, child day care center, group day care hone,

Head Start or nursery school.

(vii) |If the programis a full-day program appropriately

timed neals and snacks shall be served. If the programis a

hal f-day program appropriately tinmed snacks shall be served.

(viii) The requirenmnents of 22 Pa. Code 8§ 4.13(c)(12)(1) and

(11), (13) and (14) (relating to strateqgic plans) and 4.20(2),

(6), (7), (8) and (11) (relating to preki ndergarten educati on),

28 Pa. Code 8 27.77 (relating to i nmuni zati on requi renents for

children in child care group settings) and 55 Pa. Code §

3270.162(b), (c) and (d) (relating to neals) shall apply to each

approved provider, regardl ess of whether the provider is a

school district, a child day care center, a group day care hone,

a Head Start or a nursery school.

(4) Priority for the award of grants avail abl e under this

subsection shall be as foll ows:

(i) For eligible providers seeking funding for their first

vear of operation under this program first priority shall be

given to eligible providers applying to serve children residing

in a school district in which thirty percent (30% or nore of

the students on October 31 of the precedi ng school year were

20070H1057B1294 - 14 -
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eliqgible for free or reduced price neals under the school |unch

program and who i nclude at-risk children in their tarqgeted

enrol | nent.

(ii) For eligible providers seeking funding for their first

vear of operation, second priority shall be given to eligible

provi ders who do not neet the requirenent under subparagraph (i)

but who shall target enrollnent of eligible students to at-risk

chi | dren.

(iii) For the 2008-2009 school year and each school vyear

thereafter, priority shall be given to renewal of grant

applications to approved providers who have operated pre-

ki ndergarten prograns under this section in the precedi ng school

vear and who have net the program standards and can denobnstrate

sati sfactory i npl enentati on of the program as establi shed by the

departnent before consi derati on of new applications to eligible

(5) The departnent shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(i) Establish early |earning standards.

(ii) Establish allowable and required grant uses and per

pupil funding |levels to determ ne grant awards under this

subsection. The per pupil funding |l evel may be adjusted annually

and nay vary by regqion.

(iii) |Issue guidance on devel opnental ly appropriate

curriculumand instruction for pre-kindergarten students.

(iv) |ssue gquidance for continui ng educati on and provi de

that teacher's aides shall conplete no fewer than twenty-four

(24) hours of continui ng professional educati on each year.

(v) ldentify one or nore approved assessnents to be used by

approved providers.

(vi) Establish requirenents to ensure the quality and
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effecti veness of the program and noni tor approved providers,

whi ch shall include site visits.

(vii) Support the devel opnent and mai nt enance of community

coordi nati on and partnershi ps.

(viii) Determ ne whether each approved provider has net the

st andar ds establi shed by the departnent.

(ix) In consultation with the Secretary of Heal th, establish

requi renents for health services for pre-kindergarten prograns

provi ded under this subsecti on.

(x) Pronul gate any requl ati ons necessary to i npl enent the

provi sions of this subsection. The requl ati ons shall be

pronul gated in final-onmit formas provided in the act of July

31, 1968 (P.L.769, No.240), referred to as the "Commbnweal th

Docunents Law. "

(xi) Performall other functions necessary to carry out the

Pre- K Counts Proqgram

(6) Gants shall be nmade under this subsection to the extent

funds are appropri ated by the General Assenbly. G ants nade

under this subsection shall be used to suppl enent, not suppl ant,

public funds recei ved from any ot her source.

(7) An approved provider who is a school district shall not

i nclude eligible students on whose behalf a grant award i s nade

pursuant to this subsection for the purpose of cal cul ati ng

aver age daily nmenbership.

(8) For purposes of this subsection:

"Approved provider." An eligible provider who has been

approved by the departnent to offer pre-kindergarten under this

subsecti on.

"At-risk children." Those children who, because of their

home or conmunity environnent, are subject to econom c,

20070H1057B1294 - 16 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

| anquage, cultural and |i ke di sadvantages to cause themto be at

ri sk of academ c fail ure.

"Average daily nenbership." The term shall have the sane

meaning as in Article XXV.

"Eligible provider." Any of the following entities, if the

entity conplies with all quality program standards establi shed

under subsection (d.3)(3):

(1) A school district.

(2) A Head Star program

(3) A nursery school

(4) A child day care center or a group day care hone

that has met or exceeded the standards of STAR 2 under the

Keystone STARS quality rating system establi shed by the

Departnment of Public Wl fare.

"Eligible student." A child who is at |east three (3) years

of age and |l ess than the entry age of kindergarten in the school

district of residence.

"Head Start." A program funded under the Head Start Act

(Public Law 97-35, 42 U S.C. §8 9831 et seq.) and carri ed out by

a Head Start agency that provides ongoi ng conprehensive child

devel opnent servi ces.

"I nstructional activities." Any of the foll ow ng:

(1) C assroominstruction.

(2) Oientation.

(3) Snack tine, neal tine and play tine, if they are an

integral part of the curricul um

(4) Openi ng exerci ses.

(5) School, group or class educational trips to which

admi ssion is not charged to students or parents and a teacher

acconpani es the students.
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(6) Student services, such as gui dance and counseli ng

servi ces, psychol ogi cal services, speech pathol ogy and

audi ol ogy services and student health services.

(7)) Civil defense, fire, bus evacuati on and siml ar

drills.

(8) Early dism ssal and del ayed openi ng due to incl enent

weat her .

"Nursery school." A nursery school that is |icensed under

the act of January 28, 1988 (P.L.24, No.11), known as the

"Private Academ ¢ Schools Act."

"School |unch program" The Nati onal School Lunch Programin

7 CFR 210.2 (relating to definitions).

(e) Al of the following shall apply for grant funds

recei ved under subsection (d.?2):

(1) The departnent shall establish reporting procedures and
auditing guidelines to ensure that grant funds are utilized in
accordance with subsection (b).

(2) A school district shall maintain separate accounts in
its budget to facilitate nonitoring the use of the grant funds.

(3) In no case shall a school district use grant funds for
adm ni strative costs as defined by the departnent.

(4) The departnment shall reduce the anobunt of a State
subsi dy paynment to a school district by the amobunt of any grant
funds provided under this section if the school district does
not utilize the grant funds in accordance with subsection (b)
and the accountability grant plan submtted pursuant to
subsection (d).

(5) No grant funds nmay be used directly to increase salaries
except as provided for in subsection (b)(10).

(6) No school district may place grant funds received under
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this section in a reserve account.

(f) As used in this section, the foll ow ng words and phrases
shall have the neanings given to themin this subsection:

"Applied knowl edge.” Information technol ogy, conputer
equi pnent, education software and rel ated advanced technol ogi es
necessary to increase students' access to worldw de infornmation
and their expertise in this regard.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the
Commonweal t h.

"Grant." A Pennsylvania accountability grant awarded under
this section.

"Highly qualified.” A highly qualified elenentary teacher or
a highly qualified mddle or secondary teacher as defined in 22
Pa. Code 8§ 403.2 (relating to definitions).

"Science." A curricular offering in support of the science
and technol ogy content area as defined in 22 Pa. Code § 4.12
(relating to acadeni ¢ standards).

Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007, or

i mredi ately, whichever is |later.
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