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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1027 %5

| NTRODUCED BY MOUL, MARSI CO, STERN, RUBLEY, ARGALL, BASTI AN,
BEAR, BOYD, CAPPELLI, COX, CREIGHTON, CURRY, CUTLER
DePASQUALE, EVERETT, GEI ST, GRELL, HENNESSEY, JOSEPHS
KAUFFMAN, M KELLER, KING MACKERETH, MANTZ, R M LLER
MOYER, MJURT, NI CKOL, PETRARCA, PETRONE, PICKETT, PYLE, QUI NN
READSHAW ROAE, SONNEY, VULAKOVI CH, YOUNGBLOOD, LONG@ ETTI,
MARSHALL, SIPTROTH, SAYLOR, SCAVELLO AND CALTAG RONE,
APRI L 5, 2007

SENATOR GREENLEAF, JUDI Cl ARY, | N SENATE, AS ANMENDED,
SEPTEMBER 17, 2008
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AN ACT
Amrending Title 23 (Domestic Rel ations) of the Pennsyl vani a

Consolidated Statutes, further providing for willful failure

to pay support order.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4354 of the Title 23 of the Pennsyl vani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:

8§ 4354. WIIful failure to pay support order.

(a) Ofense defined.--An individual who willfully fails to
conply with a support order of a court of this Conmonweal th when
the individual has the financial ability to conply with the
support order commts [a summary of fense] an of f ense.

(b) Application.--This section applies to all support cases,

whet her civil or crimnal and whether the defendant is marri ed,
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unmarried, separated or divorced.

(c) Jurisdiction.--Exclusive original jurisdiction of a
proceedi ng under this section is vested in the courts of conmon
pl eas of this Conmonweal t h.

(d) G ading.--

(1) Except as otherwi se provided for in paragraph (2),

an of fense under this section shall constitute a summuary

of f ense.

(2) An offense shall be graded a m sdeneanor of the

third degree if THE | NDI VI DUAL CONVI CTED OF THE OFFENSE <—

ESTABLI SHED RESI DENCE OQUTSI DE TH S COMVONVEALTH W TH THE

| NTENTI ON OF NOT_COVPLYI NG W TH THE SUPPORT ORDER AND eit her

of the foll owi ng appl vy:

(i) the offense is a second or subsequent offense

under this section; or

(ii) the ebligor | ND VI DUAL owes support in an <—

anount equal to or qgreater than 12 nonths of the nonthly

support obli gati on.

(e) Costs and expenses to be borne by individual.--An

i ndi vi dual convicted of an offense under this section who is

appr ehended outside this Commonwealth shall, in addition to any

ot her sentence i nposed, be sentenced to pay the costs and

expenses of rendition.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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