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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 1020 *%5”

| NTRODUCED BY REED, ARGALL, CAPPELLI, CREIGHTON, EVERETT,
FABRI ZI O, FLECK, GEI ST, GRUCELA, JAMES, Kl RKLAND, KORTZ,
KULA, LEACH, M LLARD, MJRT, MYERS, PAYTON, PEIFER, PI CKETT,
RAPP, RUBLEY, STABACK, THOVAS AND YOUNGBLOOD, APRIL 5, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, APRIL 5, 2007
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing the O der Pennsyl vani an Hi gher Education Program
and permtting institutions of higher education to offer
hi gher education courses to older adults w thout charge of
tuition.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the d der
Pennsyl vani an Hi gher Educati on Program Act.
Section 2. Legislative intent.
It is the intent of the General Assenbly to establish an
opti onal higher education programthat:
(1) Provides ol der Pennsylvanians with the opportunity
to enroll in higher education courses at an institution of
hi gher education |l ocated in this Commonweal t h.
(2) Permts an older adult to attend hi gher education

courses on a space-avail able basis for the purpose of

receiving credit, noncredit, certification, degree or
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enrichment as determ ned by the institution of higher

educati on.

(3)

Encour ages strong partnershi ps between institutions

of hi gher education and communities, as well as providing

ol der adults with the opportunity to learn new skills and

enrich their lives with stinulating and intell ectual

di scussi ons.

(4)

Creates an interactive opportunity for both the

ol der adult and traditional student popul ations to expand

their horizons and denponstrate the true definition of "life-

I ong | earners™ by |earning fromeach ot her.

Section 3.

Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal

have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"AAA T

An area agency on aging which acts as the | ocal

representative of the Departnent of Aging.

"Institution of higher education.”™ Any of the follow ng:

(1)

t he act

A conmmunity col | ege operating under Article Xl X-A of

of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as the

Publ i ¢ School Code of 1949.

(2)

A university within the State System of Hi gher

Educati on under Article XX-A of the act of March 10, 1949

(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949.

(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)

The Pennsyl vania State University.

The University of Pittsburgh.

Tenpl e Uni versity.

Li ncol n Uni versity.

Thaddeus Stevens Col | ege of Technol ogy.

The Pennsyl vani a Col | ege of Technol ogy.
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(9) Any accredited private or independent college or

uni versity.

" der adult.” A resident of this Comonweal th who is 60
years of age or older and has been a resident of this
Commonweal th for at | east 90 days.

"Program " The O der Pennsylvani an Hi gher Education Program

"Service area.” The county or multicounty area serviced by
an area agency on agi ng.

"Tuition-free.” No charge for tuition is assessed to a
participating older adult enrolled in an institution of higher
education course. For purposes of this definition, tuition does
not include any additional fees or surcharges that are required
for enrollnent in a particular course or in addition to the
traditional student tuition.

Section 4. d der Pennsylvani an H gher Education Program

The O der Pennsyl vani an Hi gher Education Programis
established to authorize institutions of higher education to
devel op a program for ol der adults to enroll in higher education
courses tuition free.

Section 5. Program gui del i nes.

An institution of higher education may, at its option,
participate in the program Each institution of higher education
that participates in the programshall promnul gate specific
gui del i nes regardi ng procedures and adm ni stration of the
program including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) Admtting participating older adults.

(2) Determning the availability of higher education
cour ses.

(3) Determning if the programw |l be for credit,

noncredit, certification, degree or enrichnent.
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(4) Dissemnating to the | ocal AAA a conplete program
description and technical assistance that explains the
process of adm ssion and availability of enrolling in higher
education courses offered by the higher education
institution.

(5) Coordinating with the |local AAA to publicize and
advertise the program

(6) Qutlining course rules and responsibilities for
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partici pating ol der adults.
10 Section 6. Effective date.

11 This act shall take effect inmediately.
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