PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1089 PRINTER S NO. 2129

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 923 %5

| NTRODUCED BY ROEBUCK, D. EVANS, FREENMAN, GALLOWAY, GRUCELA,
JOSEPHS, W KELLER, KORTZ, LEACH, M| LHATTAN, MELI O MJRT,
MYERS, M O BRI EN, PALLONE, PARKER, PAYTON, PRESTON
READSHAW SOLOBAY, STURLA, TANGRETTI, THOVAS, WALKO,
YOUNGBLOOD AND LONG ETTI, MARCH 29, 2007

AS REPORTED FROM COWM TTEE ON EDUCATI ON, HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AS AMENDED, JUNE 27, 2007
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AN ACT
Est abl i shing and providing for the inplenmentation and
adm ni stration of the Begi nning Educator Support and Trai ning
(BEST) Program and providing for powers and duties of the
Depart ment of Educati on.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.
This act shall be known and may be cited as the Begi nning
Educat or Support and Training (BEST) Program
Section 2. Declaration of policy.
The CGeneral Assenbly finds and declares as foll ows:

(1) The beginning years of a teacher's career are a
critical time in which intensive professional devel opnment and
trai ni ng nust occur.

(2) The public invests heavily in the preparation of

prospective teachers and nore than half of all new teachers

| eave sonme Pennsyl vania school districts after one or two
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years in the classroom
(3) Intensive professional devel opnment and training are

necessary to build on the preparation that precedes initial
certification, to transform academ c preparation into
practical success in the classroom to retain greater nunbers
of capabl e begi nning educators and to renpve novi ces who show
l[ittle prom se as teachers.

Section 3. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Begi nning educator.”™ A first-year teacher with a valid
Pennsyl vani a I nstructional | certificate or Educati onal
Specialist | certificate or who is a long-term substitute, 45
days or nore, enployed in an eligible school district.

"Departnment."” The Departnent of Education of the
Conmonweal t h.

"Eligible school district.” A school district with a high
turnover rate for beginning educators in a two-year period and
that is econom cally disadvantaged as determ ned by the
Secretary of Educati on.

"Performance- based assessnent.” An assessnent that eval uates
begi nni ng educators in relation to student |earning and teaching
behaviors that is content-specific and reveals information about
the |l ogi c and coherence of the teachers' curriculum the
appropri ateness of their instructional decisions for students,

t he range of pedagogical strategies they use effectively, the
quality of their assignnents, their skill in assessing student
| earning and their ability to reflect on their own teaching and

make changes based on evi dence of student | earning.
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"Program " The Begi nni ng Educat or Support and Trai ni ng
(BEST) Program established by this act.
"Programquality."” Excellence with respect to program
factors, including, but not limted to, all of the follow ng:
(1) Program goal s.
(2) Design resources.
(3) Managenent, evaluation and inprovenent of the
program
(4) Wbrking conditions.
(5) Support, training and assessnent services to each
begi nni ng educat or.
"Secretary."” The Secretary of Education of the Commonweal th.
Section 3 3.1. Establishnent.
(a) Program established.--There is hereby established the
Begi nni ng Educat or Support and Trai ning (BEST) Program to be

adm ni stered by the departnment. The departnent shall provide the

programto scheol—distriets—wth ALL SCHOCL DI STRICTS | DENTI FIED <—

AS HAVI NG hi gh teacher turnover rates for first-year and second-
year teachers and that are econom cally di sadvant aged as

determ ned by the secretary. Participation in the program shal
be mandatory for beginning educators enployed in eligible school
di stricts THAT APPLY FOR FUNDI NG UNDER SECTI ON 5. The depart nment
shall adopt and inplenent criteria and standards for
participation in the program including criteria regarding the
eligibility of educators and standards of |ocal programquality
and intensity for schools, school districts, colleges,

uni versities and ot her educational and professional

organi zations involved in the program The criteria and
standards shall be consistent with the purposes of the program

(b) Program description.--The program shall support locally
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desi gned, high-quality induction prograns that provide

i ndi vi dual i zed support and perfornmance-based assessnent for al
parti ci pating begi nning educators. The departnent shall devel op
and i nplement policies to govern the support, training and
assessment of begi nni ng educat or s. —as—a——conditionfor—the
preftesstonal—cert+Heattor—ot—those—educaters—+aA-the future—

(c) Continuing professional education.--For a beginning
educat or who holds an Instructional | or Educational Speciali st
| certificate who is subject to the requirenments of section
1205.2 of the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), known as
the Public School Code of 1949, participation in the program
may, at the teacher's discretion, serve as credit towards hours
of continuing professional education prograns, activities or
| earni ng experi ences.

Section 4. Adm nistration.

The departnent shall inplenment and adm ni ster the program for
eligible school districts pursuant to this act. In admnistering
the program the departnent shall provide for or contract for
all of the follow ng:

(1) Establishnment of requirenents for review ng and
approving | ocal teacher induction prograns.

(2) Devel opnent and adm nistration of a systemfor
ensuring | ocal teacher induction programaquality and

ef fectiveness in produci ng excell ent program out cones.

(3) Ensuring that an eligible school district has a

| ocal induction plan in place for each participating

begi nni ng educat or and that the program provides intensive,

nment or - based i ndi vi dual i zed support and assi stance to each

parti ci pating begi nning educator that includes a performance-

based assessnent.
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(4) Conducting and tracking research related to best

practices for teacher induction prograns and prof essional

devel opnment materials and strategies for personnel involved

in inplenmenting induction prograrns.
Section 5. Fundi ng.

(a) GCeneral rule.--An eligible school district or consortium
of eligible school districts shalkl MAY apply to the departnent <—
for funding to establish a | ocal teacher induction program
pursuant to this act. From anmounts appropriated for the purposes
of this act, the departnment shall allocate $1,500 for each
begi nni ng educator participating in the programat the eligible <—
school distrtet DISTRICTS. To be eligible to receive funding, an <—
eligible school district shall nmeet all the criteria and
standards required by the departnent.

(b) Participation limtation.--State funding for
participation in the program by educators who hold a first-1evel
certificate is limted to two years or until the teacher has
satisfied requirenents for successful conpletion of the | ocal
t eacher induction program whichever occurs first.

(c) Funding limtation.--No nore than 10% of the total sum
appropriated annually shall be granted to any single eligible
school district.
Section 6. Report.

The departnent shall evaluate the effectiveness of the
programtwo years following full inplenentation and report the
findings to the General Assenbly. An interimreport shall be
provided to the General Assenbly no later than July 1, 2008, if
full funding has not been provided prior to that date.
Section 7. Effective date.

This act shall take effect July 1, 2007, or inmediately,
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