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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 8860 *%%”

| NTRODUCED BY MARKOSEK, Bl SHOP, BOYD, CALTAG RONE, DALEY,
FREEMAN, GEI ST, CGEORGE, GRUCELA, HARHART, HERSHEY, JOSEPHS
KORTZ, KULA, MNMANDERI NO, MANN, M LLARD, MJRT, O NEI LL,
PALLONE, PETRARCA, SAI NATO, SAYLOR, SIPTROTH, SOLOBAY, SURRA,
WALKO AND YOUNGBLOOD, MARCH 22, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON AGRI CULTURE AND RURAL AFFAI RS,
MARCH 22, 2007
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of June 26, 1992 (P.L.322, No.64), entitled as
anended, "An act providing for Coomonweal th support for the

Agricul ture Education Loan Forgiveness Programfor certain

Pennsyl vani a residents who graduate frominstitutions of

hi gher educati on and who apply their degrees in famly farm

operations, the practice of veterinary nedicine or teaching

an agriculture curriculumw thin this Commonweal th," defining
agriculture-related industry and providing for |oan
forgiveness related to work in agriculture-rel ated

i ndustri es.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The title and sections 2 and 3 of the act of June
26, 1992 (P.L.322, No.64), known as the Agriculture Education
Loan Forgi veness Act, anmended Novenber 29, 2004 (P.L.1392,

No. 181), are anended to read:
AN ACT
Provi di ng for Comonweal th support for the Agriculture Education
Loan Forgi veness Program for certain Pennsylvania residents

who graduate frominstitutions of higher education and who



apply their degrees in [fam|ly farm operations] agriculture-

related industries, the practice of veterinary nedicine or

teaching an agriculture curriculumw thin this Commonweal t h.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
Agency.
"Agricultural products.” Crops, livestock and |ivestock

products, and commodities, including, but not limted to:

(1) Field crops, including corn, wheat, oats, rye,
barl ey, hay, potatoes and dry beans.

(2) Fruits, including apples, peaches, grapes, cherries
and berri es.

(3) Vegetables, including tonmatoes, snap beans, cabbage,
carrots, beets, onions and nushroons.

(4) Horticultural specialties, including nursery stock,
ornanmental shrubs, ornanental trees and flowers.

(5) Cattle, sheep, hogs, goats, horses, poultry,
furbearing animals, mlk, eggs and furs.

(6) Tinber, wood and ot her wood products derived from
trees.

(7) Aquatic plants and animals and their by-products.

(8) Products derived fromany of the above and ot her
products derived fromthe business of farm ng, including such
ot her products as may be nmanufactured, derived or prepared
fromthe heretofore nmentioned products, raw or processed,
whi ch are used as food for man or aninals.

"Agriculture-related industry." An industry, including, but
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not limted to, a farmthat produces aqgricul tural products for

commer ci al purposes. The Departnment of Agricul ture shal

annual |y determ ne and publish a |list of agriculture-rel ated

i ndustries in the Pennsyl vania Bull etin.

["Famly farm" The real property of a farm owned by nenbers
of an imediate famly or by a famly farm corporation used for
t he production, for comrercial purposes, of agricultural
products.

"Fam |y farmcorporation.” A corporation of which at | east
75% of its assets are devoted to the business of agriculture and
at | east 75% of each class of stock of the corporation is
conti nuously owned by nmenbers of the imediate famly.

“Immedi ate famly nmenber."” A spouse, child, stepchild,
parent, stepparent, grandparent, brother, stepbrother, sister,
stepsister or like relative-in-law of an owner of real
property.|]

"M xed practice of veterinary nmedicine." As described by the
American Veterinary Medical Association, that type of clinical
veterinary practice or consultation which deals with nore than
one categorical species, including, but not limted to,
agricultural aninmals.

"Practice of veterinary nmedicine.” The practice in the field
of veterinary nedicine by any person qualified by educati onal
trai ning and experience in the science and techni ques of
veterinary nedicine and who is currently licensed to practice
veterinary nedi cine by the Pennsylvania State Board of
Vet erinary Medici ne under the act of Decenber 27, 1974 (P.L.995,
No. 326), known as the Veterinary Medicine Practice Act.

"Qualified applicant.” A resident of this Conmonweal th who

neets the criteria in all of the follow ng paragraphs:
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(1) Holds:

(i) a degree in a field related to the production of
agricultural products froman accredited coll ege or
uni versity;

(ii) a current certification under the Departnent of
Education's Certification and Staffing Policies and
Qui del i nes Number 30-Agriculture Certification or a
successor docunent; or

(ii1) a degree in the field of veterinary nedicine,
froman accredited college or university.
(2) Has commenced:

(1) [the first year of] full-tinme enploynment or work

[on a famly farn] in an agriculture-related industry on

or after July 1, 1991;

(i1i) the first year of full-tinme enpl oynent teaching
an agricultural curriculumat the elenmentary or secondary
level in a public or private school on or after the
effective date of this subparagraph; or

(ti1) the practice of veterinary nedicine, a portion
of which activity nmust be for the protection and
enhancenment of agricultural animal health and
productivity, on or after July 1, 1991.

(3) Has:

(1) borrowed through the agency-adm ni stered
Guar anteed Student Loan Prograns for an educati onal
institution |located in this Commonweal th; or

(1i) for individuals who have commenced work under
par agraph (2)(i) or practice under paragraph (2)(iii),
borrowed t hrough the agency-adm ni stered CGuarant eed

Student Loan Prograns for an accredited coll ege or
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uni versity.

"U S.D.A certification.” Certification by the United States
Department of Agriculture that a graduate veterinarian has
successfully passed an exam nation and is certified to sign
health certificates allowing the interstate commerce of
agricultural animals and animal products as well as the ability
to certify regulatory testing such as bovine tubercul osis and
brucel | osi s.

"Veterinary nedicine.” That branch of nedicine which deals
with the diagnosis, prognosis, treatnment, adm nistration,
prescription, operation or manipulation or application of any
apparatus or appliance for any di sease, pain, deformty, defect,
i njury, wound or physical condition of any animal or for the
prevention of or the testing for the presence of any di sease.
Section 3. Agriculture Education Loan Forgi veness Program

(a) Eligibility.--Qualified applicants who are sel ected for
the Agriculture Education Loan Forgiveness Program in
accordance with this act, shall be eligible for paynent by the
agency of a portion of the debt incurred by the applicant
t hrough t he agency-adm ni stered Guaranteed Student Loan Prograns
for the education necessary to receive a degree in an
agriculturally related [field] industry.

(b) Tine.--The agency shall forgive a proportional part of
the applicant's | oan for each year that the applicant:

(1) is enployed full time [on a famly farm in_an

agriculture-related industry or works full tine [on a fam |y

farm in an agriculture-related industry, a portion of which

nmust be located within this Commonweal t h;
(2) neets the requirenents of paragraph (1)(ii) of the

definition of "qualified applicant” in section 2 and is
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1 engaged as a full-time teacher of an agricultural curriculum
2 at the elenentary or secondary level in a public or private

3 school within this Conmonweal th; or

4 (3) 1is engaged in the m xed practice of veterinary

5 medi cine within this Commonweal th, a portion of which

6 activity must be for the protection and enhancenent of

7 agricultural aninmal health and productivity, and who has

8 obtained U S.D. A certification.

9 (c) [Maximum forgiveness.--No nore than $2, 000 shall be

10 forgiven in any year, and no nore than $10,000 shall be forgiven
11 for any applicant. Awards shall be nmade in accordance with the
12 procedures established by the agency.] Anpbunts.--The follow nhg
13 provisions shall apply to the anpunt of |oan forgiveness:

14 (1) For applicants who do not hold a graduate degree in
15 an agriculture-related industry, no nore than $2,500 shall be
16 forgiven in any year, and no nore than $12, 500 shall be

17 forgiven for any applicant.

18 (2) For applicants who hold a graduate degree in an

19 agriculture-related industry, no nore than $3, 750 shall be
20 forgiven in any year, and no nore than $18, 750 shall be
21 forgiven for any applicant.
22 (3) For applicants who hold a degree in the field of
23 veterinary nedicine, no nore than $5,000 shall be forgiven in
24 any year, and no nore than $25,000 shall be forgiven for_any
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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