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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 636 %%

| NTRODUCED BY SURRA, BELFANTI, BI ANCUCCI, Bl SHOP, BUXTON,
CALTAG RONE, CAPPELLI, CONKLI N, DALEY, DePASQUALE, EACHUS
D. EVANS, FABRI ZI O GEORGE, GERGELY, GOCDMAN, HESS, JAMES,
JOSEPHS, KENNEY, KOTI K, KULA, LEACH MAJOR, MANN, SAMJUELSON
SANTONI, SCAVELLO, SIPTROTH, SOLOBAY, STABACK, R STEVENSON,
STURLA, TRUE, WALKO, WOINARGCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD, PETRARCA,
PRESTON, GRUCELA AND PALLONE, MARCH 6, 2007

REFERRED TO COWM TTEE ON ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY,
MARCH 6, 2007
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of July 17, 1961 (P.L.659, No.339), entitled
"An act relating to bitum nous coal m nes; amending,
revi sing, consolidating and changing the laws relating
thereto; providing for the health and safety of persons
enpl oyed in and about the bitum nous coal m nes of
Pennsyl vani a and for the protection and preservation of
property connected therewth; prescribing powers and duties
in connection therewith; prescribing penalties; and repealing
existing laws," providing for self-contained self-rescue
devices and for penalties.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of July 17, 1961 (P.L.659, No.339), known
as the Pennsylvania Bitum nous Coal Mne Act, is anmended by
addi ng a section to read:

Section 281.1. Self-Contained Self-Rescue Devices.--(a) A

sel f-cont ai ned sel f-rescue devi ce approved by the secretary

shall be worn by each person underground or kept within the

i mmedi ate reach of the person. The device shall be provi ded by
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the operator. The device shall be adequate to protect a niner

for one hour or |onger. Each operator shall train each mner in

the use of the device and refresher training courses for al

under ground enpl oyes shall be held duri ng each cal endar year.

(b) In addition, the operator shall provide caches of

addi ti onal sel f-contai ned sel f-rescue devi ces throughout the

mne in accordance with a pl an approved by the secretary. Each

addi ti onal sel f-contai ned sel f-rescue device shall be adequate

to protect a miner for one hour or |onger. The total nunber of

addi ti onal sel f-contai ned sel f-rescue devices, the total nunber

of storage caches and the pl acement of each cache throughout the

m ne shall be established by the departnent. Intrinsically safe

battery-powered strobe lights shall be affi xed to each cache and

shal|l be capable of automatic activation in the event of an

energency. A lum nescent sign with the words " SELF- CONTAI NED

SELF- RESCUER' or "SELF- CONTAI NED SELF- RESCUERS' shal |l be

conspi cuously posted at each cache, and | um nescent direction

signs shall be posted | eading to each cache. Lifeline cords or

other simlar device, with reflective nmaterial at twenty-five-

foot intervals, shall be attached to each cache fromthe | ast

open crosscut to the surface. The operator shall conduct weekly

i nspecti ons of each cache, the affixed strobe |lights and each

lifeline cord or other sinmlar device to ensure operability.

(c) Any person that, wi thout the authorization of the

operator and the secretary, knowi ngly renoves or attenpts to

renove any self-contai ned self-rescue or battery-powered strobe

light fromthe mne or nine site with the intent to pernmanently

deprive the operator of the device or |light or know ngly tanpers

with or attenpts to tanper with the device or light conmts a

felony of the third degree and shall, upon conviction, be
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sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than one hundred thousand

dollars ($100,000), or to inprisonnent for not nore than ten

years, or both.

(d) A wireless energency connuni cati on devi ce approved by

the secretary and provided by the operator shall be worn by each

person underground. The wi rel ess energency conmnuni cati on devi ce

shall, at a mininum be capable of receiving energency

communi cations fromthe surface at any | ocati on throughout the

m ne. Each operator shall train each mner in the use of the

devi ce and provide refresher trai ning courses for al

under ground enpl oyes duri ng each cal endar year. The operator

shall install in or around the m ne any and all equi pnent

necessary to transmt energency communi cations fromthe surface

to each wirel ess energency conmuni cati on device at any | ocati on

t hr oughout the ni ne.

(e) Any person that, wi thout the authorization of the

operator and the secretary, knowi ngly renoves or attenpts to

renove any W rel ess energency conmuni cati on device or rel ated

equi pnent fromthe nine or nmne site with the intent to

permanently deprive the operator of the device or equi pnent or

knowi ngly tanpers with or attenpts to tanper with the devi ce or

equi pnent commts a felony of the third degree and shall, upon

convi ction, be sentenced to pay a fine of not nore than one

hundr ed t housand dollars ($100, 000) or to i npri sonnent for not

nore than ten years, or both.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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