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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 531 %5

| NTRODUCED BY DALLY, BASTI AN, BEYER, BI SHOP, CALTAG RONE
CREI GHTON, CURRY, FREEMAN, GEI ST, HORNAMAN, JAMES, REI CHLEY,
SI PTROTH, WALKO, WANSACZ AND YOUNGBLOOD, MARCH 6, 2007

REFERRED TO COVM TTEE ON | NSURANCE, MARCH 6, 2007
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), entitled "An
act relating to insurance; anending, revising, and
consolidating the I aw providing for the incorporation of
i nsurance conpani es, and the regul ation, supervision, and
protection of hone and foreign insurance conpanies, Lloyds
associ ations, reciprocal and inter-insurance exchanges, and
fire insurance rating bureaus, and the regulation and
supervi sion of insurance carried by such conpani es,
associ ations, and exchanges, including insurance carried by
the State Workmen' s | nsurance Fund; providing penalties; and
repeal i ng existing | aws, " providing for medical nutrition
t herapy coverage requirenments for health insurance policies.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. The act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known
as The I nsurance Conpany Law of 1921, is anmended by adding a
section to read:

Section 635.2. Coverage for Medical Nutrition Therapy.--(a)

An i ndividual or group health, sickness and acci dent insurance

policy, group health i nsurance plan or policy and any other form

of nmmnaged/ capitated care plan or policy or subscriber contract

or certificate issued by any entity subject to 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 61
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(relating to hospital plan corporations) or 63 (relating to

pr of essi onal health services plan corporations) or the act of

Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No.364), known as the "Health

Mai nt enance Organi zation Act," or this act providing hospital or

medi cal / surgi cal coverage shall provide coverage for nedi ca

nutrition therapy to aid in the treatnent of cardi ovascul ar

di sease. The m ni num coverage provided shall include all costs

associated with nedical nutrition therapy for the length of tine

that such therapy is determ ned necessary. The benefits

specified in this section may be provided through a conbi nati on

of policies, contracts, certificates or riders, including nnjor

medi cal contracts.

(b)Y This section does not include the foll owing policies:

accident only, fixed indemmity, limted benefit, credit, dental,

vi sion, specified di sease, Medi care suppl enent, CHAMPUS

(CGvilian Health and Medi cal Program for the Uni form Services)

suppl enent, long-termcare, disability i ncone, workers'

conpensati on or autonpobil e nedi cal paynent.

(c) The coverage required under this section shall be

subj ect to the annual deducti bl es, copaynents or coi hsurance

requi renents i nposed by an entity subject to this section for

sim | ar coverages under the sane heal th i nsurance policy or

contract.

(d) As used in this section:

"Cardi ovascul ar di sease" neans di seases of the heart and

bl ood vessel s, including congestive heart fail ure,

arteri osclerosis, hyperlipidema, hypertension and

hyper chol esterol em a

"Medi cal nutrition therapy" neans the assessnent of

nutritional status and the assi gnnent of diet, counseling or
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1 specialized nutrition therapies to treat an ill ness or

2 condition, provided by a licensed dietitian/nutritionist.

3 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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