PRINTER S NOo. 405

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 355 %5

| NTRODUCED BY SANTONI, CALTAG RONE, COHEN, CURRY, EACHUS

FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GERGELY, GOODVAN, HENNESSEY, KOTI K, LEACH
MAHONEY, PETRONE, READSHAW SCAVELLO, SOLOBAY, STABACK,
STURLA, THOVAS, WALKO, WOINARGCSKI, YOUNGBLOOD AND COSTA,
FEBRUARY 9, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON HEALTH AND HUVAN SERVI CES,

FEBRUARY 9, 2007

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of August 24, 1951 (P.L.1304, No.315),

entitled, as anended, "An act to inprove |local health

adm ni stration throughout the Comonweal th by authorizing the
creation, establishnment and adm nistration of single-county
or joint-county departnments of health in all counties;
exenpting certain municipalities fromthe jurisdiction of
singl e-county or joint-county departnments of health;
permtting the dissolution of departnents or boards of health
in certain nunicipalities; authorizing State grants to
counties which establish departnments of health and to certain
muni ci palities if they neet prescribed requirenents;
conferring powers and duties upon the State Departnment of
Health in connection with the creation, establishnent and

adm ni stration of single-county or joint-county departnents
of health and admi nistration of the health laws in parts of
certain nmunicipalities not subject to the jurisdiction of
singl e-county or joint-county departnents of health, and the
adm nistration of State grants; and repealing an act which
confers health powers upon counties of the first class,"”
defining "public health energency”; providing for public
heal t h emergency response, for public health nonitoring and
for public health assessnment; and further providing for State
grants to county departnents of health and to certain

muni ci palities.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3 of the act of August 24, 1951
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(P.L.1304, No.315), known as the Local Health Adm nistration
Law, is anended by adding a subsection to read:

Section 3. Definitions.--The foll ow ng terns, whenever used
in this act, have the neanings indicated in this section, except

where the context indicates a clearly different neaning:

* * *
(i) Public health energency." An occurrence or imm nent
threat of an illness or health conditi on, caused by

bi oterrori sm epidem c or pandeni c di sease or novel and highly

i nfecti ous agent or biological or chenmical toxin, that poses a

substantial risk of human fatality or long-termdisability, or

an occurrence where such illness or health condition results

froma natural or nan-nade di saster

Section 2. The act is anmended by addi ng sections to read:

Section 10. 1. Publi c Heal th Energency Response.--The county

departnents of health shall plan for and respond to public

health energencies within their jurisdiction. Such plans shal

(1) reasonabl e and appropri ate nechani sns for nonitoring the

potential for and the spread of an event which could or does

pose a public health energency;

(2) reliable testing and evaluation in order to determ ne

the presence of a public health energency;

(3) nechanisns for identifying and treating all individuals

t hought to have been exposed to an illness or health condition

resulting in a public health energency;

(4) provisions for quarantining and isol ati ng i ndivi dual s

and groups who may have been exposed to or infected by a

cont agi ous or infectious agent;

(5) provisions for providing nmass i nocul ati ons or treatnent
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for individuals who have been exposed or coul d reasonably be

expected to be exposed to a contagi ous or infectious agent,

i ncludi ng the stockpiling of inocul ati ons, vacci nes, i mmuni zi ng

agents, antibiotics, seruns, antitoxins, nedications and nedi cal

supplies as nmay be deened appropri ate;

(6) provisions for closing, evacuati ng and decont am nati ng

facilities where there is reasonabl e cause to believe that a

condi ti on may endanger the public health;

(7) provisions for dealing with the victins of a public

heal th energency, including corpses;

(8) provisions for disposing of contam nated materi als and

supplies;

(9) an inventory of resources available to the county to

respond to a public health energency; and

(10) provisions for commandi ng the use of such resources as

may be necessary to reasonably respond to a public health

energency.

Secti on 10. 2. Public Health Monitoring.--A county depart nent

of health shall create systens, including el ectronic neans, to

nmoni tor and coll ect data and other infornmation that will enabl e

the county departnent of health to determne if a public health

energency i s i mm nent.

Secti on 10. 3. Public Health Assessnent.--A county depart nent

of health shall collect baseline health status data, di sease

data and other data and information that will allow the county

to assess the health status of the residents of the county and

eval uate the success of any public health i nprovenment effort.

Section 3. Section 25(d) of the act, anmended Decenber 17,
1990 (P.L.717, No.179), is anmended and the section is anended by

addi ng subsections to read:
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Section 25. State G ants to County Departnments of Health and
to Certain Municipalities.--* * *

(d) Environnmental Health Services.--The Comonweal t h shal
pay an additional annual grant of not nore than [one dollar and

fifty cents ($1.50)] three dollars ($3.00) per capita resident

to each county departnent of health or departnent or board of
health of a municipality eligible for grants under this act for
envi ronnmental health services provided by the county or
muni ci pality.

As used in this subsection "environnmental health services”
nmeans services such as but not limted to air and noise
pol lution control, restaurant and whol esal e food inspecti on,
rodent and vector control, water and sewage inspection, housing
code enforcenment and other simlar services in addition to other
| ocal health grants for public health services.

(e) Planning and Incentive Grants.--(1) |In order to

stinmul ate | ocal and regional public health infrastructure, the

Departnment of Health shall offer counties which do not have a

county departnment of health or are not participating in a joint-

county departnment of health on the effective date of this

subsection one-tine grants to enable themto plan for the

devel opnent of a | ocal departnent of health. The maxi num gr ant

awarded to any county for planning under this subsecti on shal

be fifty thousand doll ars ($50, 000).

(2) The Departnent of Health shall offer incentive grants to

counti es which do not have a county departnent of health or are

not participating in a joint-county departnent of health on the

effective date of this subsection to assist themin the costs of

creating a county departnent of health. The maxi num i ncentive

grant offered to any county under this subsection shall be five
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1 hundred thousand dollars ($500, 000).

2 (f) Public Health Enmergency Pl anning G ants.--County

3 departnents of health, joint-county departnents of health and

4 nunicipal health departnents certified by the Secretary of

5 Health pursuant to this act shall receive a grant fromthe

6 Departnent of Health to develop a local public health energency
7 plan pursuant to this act. Such grants shall be either seven and
8 one-half cents (7 1/2¢) per capita resident or one hundred

9 thousand dollars ($100,000), whichever amount is greater.

10 (g) Public Health Monitoring Grants.--County departnents of
11 health, joint-county departnents of health and nunicipal health
12 departnents certified by the Secretary of Health pursuant to

13 this act shall receive a one-tine inplenentation grant fromthe
14 Departnent of Health to develop a health nonitoring system

15 pursuant to this act. Such grants shall be for no nore than two
16 hundred and fifty thousand dollars ($250,000). After such

17 nonitoring systens are inplenented, counties shall receive a

18 nonitoring system nmai ntenance paynent equal to ten cents (10¢)
19 per capita resident.
20 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2007, or
21 inmmediately, whichever is later.
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