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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 344 %"
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WOINARGCSKI ,  YUDI CHAK AND COSTA, FEBRUARY 9, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY
PREPAREDNESS, FEBRUARY 9, 2007
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AN ACT
Amending Title 51 (Mlitary Affairs) of the Pennsylvania

Consol i dated Statutes, changing the nane of the Departnent of

Mlitary and Veterans Affairs; establishing the Departnent of

Veterans Affairs, the bureaus within the departnent and the

State Veterans Comm ssion; providing for the powers and

duties of the Department of Veterans Affairs and its bureaus;

and maki ng conform ng anendnents and editorial changes.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 102 of Title 51 of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes is anmended to read:

§ 102. Definitions.

Subj ect to additional definitions contained in subsequent
provisions of this title which are applicable to specific
provisions of this title, the follow ng words and phrases when
used in this title shall have, unless the context clearly

i ndi cates ot herw se, the neanings given to themin this section:
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"Arnory." Land, buildings and fixtures used for housing
el enents of the Pennsylvania mlitary forces.

"Departnent.” The Departnent of MIlitary [and Veterans]
Affairs of the Commonwealth.

"National Defense Act." The act of Congress, entitled "An
act for making further and nore effectual provisions for the

Nat i onal Defense and for other purposes,” approved June 3, 1916,
its amendnents and suppl enents.

"National Guard of the United States.” The Arny Nati onal
Guard of the United States and the Air National Guard of the
United States.

"Officer." Conm ssioned or warrant officer.

"Order." General or special order, oral or witten, whether
i ssued pursuant to State or Federal authority.

"Pennsyl vania Guard." Those organi zed units of the
Pennsylvania mlitary forces which are not Federally recognized
or which serve under the authority of the Governor when the
Pennsyl vani a National Guard, in whole or in part, is on extended
Federal active duty.

"Pennsylvania mlitary forces.”" The land, air and sea
mlitary units organized for the internal security of this
Commonweal t h.

"Pennsyl vani a National Guard." The Pennsylvani a Arny
Nati onal Guard and the Pennsylvania Air National CGuard.

Section 2. Sections 701(b), 704, 710(a) and (c) and 902(11),
(12) and (14) of Title 51 are anended to read:

§ 701. Overall powers of departnent.
* x *
(b) Designation.--[The Departnment of Mlitary Affairs is

designated as the Departnment of MIlitary and Veterans Affairs.

20070H0344B0394 - 2 -
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Contracts, deeds and official actions by the departnent shal

not be affected by the use of the designation by the departnent
as the Departnment of Mlitary Affairs. The departnent may
continue to use the nanme Department of Mlitary Affairs on
stationery or any official documents until existing supplies are
exhausted. The departnent may substitute the title Departnent of
Mlitary and Veterans Affairs for the Departnent of Mlitary
Affairs on its docunents and materials on such schedule as it

deens appropriate.] The Departnent of MIlitary and Veterans

Affairs is designated as the Departnent of Mlitary Affairs.

Contracts, deeds and official actions by the departnent shal

not be affected by the use of the designati on by the departnent

as the Departnment of Mlitary and Veterans Affairs. The

departnent may continue to use the nane Departnment of Mlitary

and Veterans Affairs on stationery or any official docunents

until existing supplies are exhausted. The departnent nay

substitute the title Departnment of Mlitary Affairs for the

Departnment of MIlitary and Veterans Affairs on its docunments and

materials on such schedule as it deens appropri ate.

[8 704. Advisory councils for veterans' hones.

(a) Establishnent of advisory council.--There is hereby
establ i shed an advisory council for each veterans' hone operated
by the Conmonweal th. Each advi sory council shall consist of 15
menbers and the Adjutant CGeneral, who shall serve ex officio.
Twel ve of the nmenbers shall be appointed by the Governor froma
list of nom nations submitted to the Adjutant General by the
Pennsyl vani a War Vet erans' Council. The Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the President pro tenpore of the Senate
shal | each appoint one nenber fromtheir respective bodies to

serve on each council. The remai ni ng nenber on the advisory

20070H0344B0394 - 3 -



1 council shall be selected by the residents of the veterans'

2 hones.

3 (b) Termof office and officers.--Each nenber of the

4 councils appointed fromthe CGeneral Assenbly shall serve for the
5 duration of that General Assenbly. The eight nmenbers appointed

6 by the Governor shall serve a termof three years, provided that
7 the initial eight nenbers selected by the Governor shall serve

8 as follows: three nenbers for one year, three nenbers for two

9 years and two nenbers for three years as designated by the

10 Governor. Each council shall organize as soon as possible and

11 shall annually elect a president, vice president and secretary.
12 (c) Renoval for cause.--The nenbers appointed by the

13 Governor nay be renoved by the Governor for cause.

14 (d) Quorumand tine of meetings.--Six nmenbers of a counci

15 shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of conducting the

16 business of the council. Each advisory council shall neet at

17 least quarterly and at other tines at the call of the president.
18 (e) Expenses.--Menbers of each advisory council shal

19 receive no conpensation for their services but shall receive
20 reinbursenment for their necessary and proper expenses for
21 attendance at neetings.
22 (f) Power and duty of advisory councils.--Each veterans'
23 home advisory council shall advise the Adjutant General as to
24 the managenent, operation and the adequacy of facilities and
25 services at their respective hones. ]
26 8§ 710. Pennsylvania Veterans' Menorial Trust Fund.
27 (a) Admnistration.--The separate fund in the State Treasury
28 known as the Pennsyl vania Veterans' Menorial Trust Fund shall be
29 administered by the [State Veterans' Conmm ssion] departnent, and

30 all noneys in the fund are appropriated to the [State Veterans'

20070H0344B0394 - 4 -
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Commi ssi on] departnent on a continui ng basis.

* * %

(c) Contributions and solicitation of funds.--

(1) The [State Veterans' Conmm ssion] departnent is
aut hori zed:

(i) To accept, on behalf of the Commonwealth, gifts,
donati ons, |egacies and usages of noney fromindividuals,
organi zations, public or private corporations and ot her
simlar entities.

(ii) To solicit and rai se noneys from public and
private sources.

(2) Al noney received or raised under this subsection
shall be paid into the State Treasury and credited to the
f und.

8§ 902. Ceneral powers and duties of Adjutant Ceneral.

The Adjutant Ceneral as head of the departnment is responsible
to the Coormonwealth and to the Governor for the organization and
functioning of said departnent, and the performance and carrying
out of all the duties, powers and responsibilities given or
del egated. In addition he is hereby authorized and directed to:

* x *

[(11) Coordinate with other Conmonweal th agenci es and
departnments, and the respective agencies of the Federal
Government, all nmatters relating to veterans' affairs within
t hi s Commonweal t h.

(12) Appoint a Deputy Adjutant Ceneral for Veterans'
Affairs, who shall serve as the Director of the Bureau for
Vet erans' Affairs.]

* * %

[(14) Authorize the admttance of any nmenber of a group

20070H0344B0394 - 5 -



whi ch has been granted veterans status by the Secretary of
Def ense and any spouse of a nmenber to State veterans' hones,
using adm ssion criteria and procedures as established by the
departnment by regul ation.]
Section 3. Chapter 17 of Title 51 is repeal ed:
[ CHAPTER 17
STATE VETERANS COWM SS| ON
AND DEPUTY ADJUTANT GENERAL

© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

FOR VETERANS' AFFAI RS

10 Subchapt er

11 A. State Veterans' Comr ssion

12 B. Deputy Adjutant General for Veterans' Affairs
13 SUBCHAPTER A

14 STATE VETERANS' COWM SSI ON

15 Sec.

16 1701. Definitions.

17 1702. State Veterans' Conm ssion.

18 1703. GCeneral powers and duties.

19 1704. Specific powers and duties.

20 1705. Veterans' hone hall of fane.

21 8§ 1701. Definitions.

22 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

23 shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
24 context clearly indicates otherw se:

25 "Conmission.” The State Veterans' Comm ssion established by
26 this chapter

27 8§ 1702. State Veterans' Commi ssion.

28 (a) Establishnent.--There is hereby established within the
20070H0344B039%4 - 6 -



1 departnent an advi sory comm ssion to be known as the State

2 \Veterans' Conm ssion.

3 (b) Conposition.--The comm ssion shall be conposed of:

4 (1) The Adjutant General, ex officio, or his designee.
5 (2) The State commander, commandant or head, or his

6 desi gnee, of each of the follow ng naned veterans'

7 or gani zati ons:

8 (i) The American Legion.

9 (ii) AWETS.

10 (ti1) Blinded Veterans Associ ation.

11 (iv) Catholic War Veterans of the United States of
12 Aneri ca.

13 (v) Disabled Arerican Veterans.

14 (vi) Jewish War Veterans of the United States.

15 (vii) Marine Corps League.

16 (viii) Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart.

17 (ix) State Association of County Directors of

18 Veterans' Affairs.

19 (x) Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States.
20 (xi) Veterans of World War | of the United States of
21 Anerica, |nc.
22 (xii) Italian-Anmerican War Veterans of the United
23 States, Inc.
24 (xiii) The Vietnam Veterans of Anerica, |nc.
25 (xiv) American Ex-Prisoners of War
26 (xv) Keystone Paral yzed Veterans Associ ation
27 (3) Four nmenbers at |arge appointed by the Governor from
28 a list provided by the Adjutant Ceneral, each of whom shal
29 be a veteran and a nmenber in good and regul ar standing of a
30 Pennsyl vani a branch, post, |odge or club of a recognized

20070H0344B0394 - 7 -
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nati onal veterans' organization active in this Conmonweal t h.

At | east one menber shall be a female veteran, and at | east

one nenber shall be a veteran of the Vietnamera. Menbers at

| arge shall serve a termof four years and until a successor
has been appoi nt ed.
(4) The State Adjutants of the Anmerican Legion, the

Di sabl ed American Veterans (DAV) and the Veterans of Foreign

Wwars (VFW and the Executive Director of AMETS as nonvoting

menbers.

(c) Oficers.--The conm ssion shall annually elect a
chai rman and vice chairman at the first neeting of the
commi ssion after COctober 1. The Deputy Adjutant CGeneral for
Veterans' Affairs shall serve as the executive secretary to the
commi ssi on.

(d) Conpensation and expenses. --Menbers of the comm ssion
shall receive no conpensation for their services but shal
receive reinbursenment for their necessary and proper expenses
for attendance at neetings.

(e) Meetings and quorum --The conm ssion shall neet upon the
call of the chairman or the Adjutant CGeneral. N ne nenbers of
t he conmm ssion shall constitute a quorum

(f) Declared vacancies.--The Governor, upon reconmendation
of the Adjutant General, shall declare a vacancy to exi st
whenever any nenber at large fails to attend three consecutive
nmeeti ngs w thout good cause. Any decl ared vacancy shall be
filled for the unexpired term
§ 1703. Ceneral powers and duti es.

The conmm ssion shall advise the Adjutant General and the
departnment on all nmatters pertaining to the status, welfare,

benefits, enploynent and support of veterans and veterans'

20070H0344B0394 - 8 -
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prograns in this Commonweal th and shall perform such ot her
functions as are provided by |aw.
§ 1704. Specific powers and duties.

The conmm ssion shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:

(1) Advise the Adjutant General upon such matters as the
Adj ut ant General nay bring before it.

(2) Investigate the work of the departnent and meke
recommendations to it regarding the departnent's
adm nistration of the laws providing for the paynment of
pensions and relief, for the marking of graves of veterans
and for the selection, acquisition and rmai ntenance of a State
mlitary cenetery.

(3) Investigate and recomrend to the Governor
| egi slation for subm ssion to the General Assenbly concerning
veterans and their activities.

(4) Oversee veterans' energency assi stance paynents
under Chapter 85 (relating to veterans' energency
assi st ance).

(5) Certify educational gratuity paynments for eligible
chil dren under Chapter 87 (relating to educational gratuity
program .

(6) Determne eligibility of veteran applicants for real
property tax exenptions under Chapter 89 (relating to
di sabl ed veterans' real estate tax exenption).

(7) Promulgate rules and regul ati ons governing al
actions of the comm ssion under paragraphs (4), (5 and (6).

§ 1705. Veterans' hone hall of farmre.
(a) GCeneral rule.--Each veterans' home operated by the
Commonweal th shal |l establish and dedicate a hall of fame to

recogni ze and honor the mlitary achi evenents of outstandi ng

20070H0344B0394 - 9 -



1 veterans who have conpl eted honorable, active duty mlitary

2 service and who reside or resided in the geographic region

3 served by the veterans' home. The area or space in the veterans'
4 home dedicated to the hall of fame may be used for other

5 purposes.

6 (b) Selection of inductees.--The advisory council for each

7 veterans' honme shall, consistent with the guidelines established
8 by the conmm ssion in subsection (c), nomnate eligible veterans
9 for induction into the hall of fane by the comm ssion and

10 performsuch other duties relating to the hall of fame as

11 approved by the conm ssion. Any Medal of Honor recipient shal

12 be automatically inducted into the hall of fane.

13 (c) Oversight.--The comm ssion shall devel op gui delines for
14 the halls of fame. The guidelines shall include, but not be

15 limted to:

16 (1) Eligibility criteria for qualified candi dates.

17 (2) Procedures for nom nation of candi dates and

18 sel ection of inductees.

19 (3) Cerenpnies to officially honor the inductees.
20 (4) Manner of recognizing or presenting the inductees in
21 the halls of fane.
22 (5) Maintenance of the halls of fane.
23 (6) Duties of the advisory councils of the veterans'
24 homes relating to the halls of fane.
25 (d) Docunentation.--Each eligible veteran or his or her
26 representative shall be responsible for obtaining the
27 docunentation necessary to establish his or her eligibility from
28 the National Archives in Washington, D.C., or the National
29 Personnel Record Center in St. Louis, Mssouri.
30 (e) Centralized list.--The State Veterans' Conm ssion shal

20070H0344B0394 - 10 -
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keep a centralized list of all hall of fame inductees from al
regi onal veterans' hones.
SUBCHAPTER B

DEPUTY ADJUTANT GENERAL

FOR VETERANS AFFAI RS
Sec.
1711. Qualifications and status.
1712. Specific duties.
§ 1711. CQualifications and status.

(a) Deputy Adjutants General.--1n addition to such other
Deputy Adjutants General as nmay be naned in the departnent,
there shall be a Deputy Adjutant Ceneral for Veterans' Affairs,
who shall performthe duties under section 1712 (relating to
speci fic duties) and such other duties as the Adjutant Ceneral
may assi gn.

(b) Appointnent.--The Deputy Adjutant General for Veterans'
Affairs shall be selected and appoi nted as ot her Deputy
Adj utants General are selected and appoi nted. He shall be a
veteran and an active nenber of at |east one of the veterans'
organi zations |isted under section 1702(b) (relating to State
Vet erans' Conmm ssi on).

(c) Conpensation.--The conpensation of the Deputy Adjutant
CGeneral for Veterans' Affairs shall be as established by |aw.

(d) Status.--The Deputy Adjutant Ceneral for Veterans'
Affairs shall be accorded all the rights, enolunents and
privil eges, except pay and al |l owances, of a brigadier general in
t he Pennsyl vania Guard and shall be addressed as "Ceneral ."

§ 1712. Specific duties.
In addition to such other duties as may be provided by | aw or

as assigned by the Adjutant Ceneral, the Deputy Adjutant General

20070H0344B0394 - 11 -
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for Veterans' Affairs shall have the foll ow ng specific duties:

(1) To recomrend to the Adjutant Ceneral and the
Governor, with the advice of the State Veterans' Comm ssion
new | egi sl ati on and anmendnents to existing statutes
concerning veterans and their activities for consideration by
t he General Assenbly.

(2) To cooperate with all Federal and State departnents
and agencies in the interest of veterans.

(3) To aid in filing and prosecuting clains of
Pennsyl vani a's veterans and their dependents under Federal or
State laws or regul ations.

(4) To aid veterans in seeking enpl oynent or
reenpl oynent after their honorabl e discharge fromthe arned
forces of the United States.

(5) To aid veterans requiring nedical care in securing
hospitalization provided by a Federal or State nedical or
care facility.

(6) To aid in the rehabilitation of injured, wounded or
conpensabl e veterans in educational institutions or
vocational training institutions for which they may be
eligible by | aw

(7) To cooperate with and advi se the Departnent of
Education with respect to vocational training prograns for
veterans, particularly progranms suited to casualties.

(8) To administer relief provided by the Commonweal th
for veterans and their dependents.

(9) To administer the distribution under the direction
of the Adjutant General of any conpensation to veterans or
t heir dependents that has been or nay be granted by the

Commpnweal t h.

20070H0344B0394 - 12 -
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(10) To investigate the work of other State agencies in
adm nistering | aws affecting veterans and their dependents.

(11) To investigate, conpile and maintain conplete and
accurate data concerning veterans of the arned forces of the
United States and all State and municipal activities rel ated
t heret o.

(12) To conpile fromthe records transmtted fromthe
various counties of this Commonwealth a record of the burial
pl aces in this Commonweal th of deceased veterans, including
such information as the Deputy Adjutant General for Veterans'
Affairs or his designee deens necessary and appropri ate.

(13) To dissem nate information concerning
Pennsyl vani a' s veterans and Pennsylvania' s veterans' prograns
to veterans' organizations, to the public press and ot her
medi a and to the general public.

(14) To biannually submt, through the Adjutant General,
to the Governor a report of State activities on behal f of
vet erans.

(15) To serve as a clearinghouse for all problens or
i ssues related to Pennsylvania' s veterans and their
dependent s.

(16) To serve as Executive Secretary of the State
Vet erans' Conmm ssi on. |
Section 4. Title 51 is anended by addi ng chapters to read:

CHAPTER 18

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAI RS

Sec.

1801. Definitions.

1802. Est abl i shnent.

1803. Pur pose.

20070H0344B0394 - 13 -



1 1804. Ceneral powers and duti es.

2 1805. Additional powers and duties.

3 1806. Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

4 1807. Organi zation.

5 1808. Delegation of authority.

6 1809. Conmissions, councils and boards.

7 1810. Bureau of Veterans Benefits Assistance.

8 1811. Local governing bodies.

9 1812. County and city veterans service officer.

10 1813. Cooperation and joint_enpl oynent.

11 1814. Bureau of State Veterans Hones.

12 1815. State Veterans Conmi Ssion.

13 1816. Veterans O gani zations Advi sory Council.

14 1817. Advisory councils for State veterans hones.

15 1818. Prohibitions.

16 1819. Confidentiality of records.

17 1820. _Technol ogy services.

18 1821. Reports.

19 1822. Cost-reduction neasures and acceptance of gifts.
20 1823. Interagency agreenents.
21 1824. Conflict of interest.
22 1825. Information of public interest and public conplaints.
23 1826. Liberal construction.
24 1827. Conflict between statutes and within the statute.
25 1828. Severability.
26 8§ 1801. Definitions.
27 The followi ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
28 shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
29 context clearly indicates otherw se:
30 "Conmi ssion." The State Veterans Conmi ssion established

20070H0344B0394 - 14 -
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under this chapter.

"Commi ssioners." Menbers of the State Veterans Conm ssi on.

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Veterans Affairs of the

Commpnweal th establi shed under this chapter.

"Secretary." The Secretary of Veterans Affairs of the

Commpnweal t h.

"Veteran." A person who may be entitled to any benefits or

ri ghts under the laws of the United States and this Commbnweal t h

by reason of service in the arned forces of the United States.

"Veterans organi zation." Any organi zati on of veterans which

has been chartered by an act of the Congress of the United

States and which is legally constituted and operating in this

State pursuant to that charter

"Veterans service officer." A State, county or city enpl oyee

qualified under this chapter to provide benefits counseli ng and

cl ai nB servi ces.

§ 1802. Establishnent.

The Departnment of Veterans Affairs is established as an

admi ni strative departnent within the executive branch of the

Commpnweal th and is vested with the power and authority as set

forth in this chapter

8§ 1803. Pur pose.

The purpose of the departnent is to actively aid veterans,

t heir dependents, surviving dependents and beneficiaries in

obtaining or maintaining privileges, rights and benefits to

which they are entitl ed under Federal and State | aws.

8 1804. General powers and duti es.

The departnment is authorized and enpowered to do all of the

(1) To aid veterans, their dependents, surviVving

20070H0344B0394 - 15 -
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dependents and beneficiaries in the presentati on, processing,

proof and establishment of any clainms, privileges, rights and

benefits as they may be entitled to under Federal or State

| aws. The departnent has the authority to accept power of

attorney when necessary.

(2) To aid Commpbnwealth residents in active nmlitary

service and their dependents with probl ens arising out of the

servi ce which cone reasonably within the purvi ew of the

departnent's program of assi St ance.

(3) To collect data and infornmation as to the facilities

and services available to veterans, their dependents,

survi vi ng dependents and beneficiari es.

(4) To inform agencies furni shing i nformati on or

services in this Commonweal th reqgarding the availability of

all of the foll ow ng:

(i) Education, training and retraining facilities.

(ii) Health, nedical, rehabilitati ve and housi ng

services and facilities.

(iii) Enploynent and reenpl oynent services.

(iv) Provisions of Federal and State | aws affordi ng

ri ghts, privileges and benefits to veterans and their

dependents, surviving dependents and benefici ari es.

(v) Any other matter of a related or appropriate

nat ur e.

(5) To establish field offices, facilities and services

t hr oughout this Commonweal th as nay be necessary to carry out

t he purposes of this chapter.

(6) To cooperate, as the departnent deens appropri ate,

wi th governnental, private and civic agenci es and

instrunentalities in securing services or benefits for

20070H0344B0394 - 16 -



1 veterans, their dependents, surviving dependents and

2 benefi ci ari es.

3 (7) To enter into any contract or agreenent wth any

4 person, firm corporation or governnental agency or

5 instrunentality in furtherance of the purposes of this

6 chapter and to make all rules and requl ations necessary for

7 the proper and effective adnministration of its duties. The

8 departnent shall have the authority and responsibility to

9 apply for and adninister any Federal prograns and devel op and
10 coordinate State prograns_as may be beneficial to the

11 particular interests of the veterans of this Conmonwealth.

12 (8) To train, supervise and assist the enployees of any
13 county or city who are engaged in veterans clains _service,

14 benefits counseling and awareness prograns. The services and
15 prograns shall be operated in affiliation with and under the
16 supervision of the departnent.

17 (9) To accept any property, funds, services or

18 facilities fromany source, public or private, granted in aid
19 or furtherance of the admi nistration of the provisions of
20 this chapter
21 (10) To performother duties in connection with veterans
22 that may be referred to the secretary by the Governor and
23 ot her departnents or agencies of the Conmonwealth and to be a
24 cl eari nghouse and investigative body for all problens rel ated
25 to Pennsyl vania veterans, their dependents, surviving
26 dependent s and benefici ari es.
27 § 1805. Additional powers and duties.
28 The departnent shall have the follow ng powers and duties in

29 addition to the powers and duties prescri bed under section 1804

30 (relating to general powers and duties):

20070H0344B0394 - 17 -
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(1) To administer the |laws providing for any of the

(i) The prograns for veterans' pensions and benefits

under Chapter 77 (relating to veterans' pensions and

(ii) The Veterans' Energency Assi stance Program

est abl i shed under Chapter 85 (relating to veterans'

ener gency assi stance).

(iii) The Educational Gatuity Program establi shed

under Chapter 87 (relating to Educati onal Gatuity

Program .

(iv) The program for disabl ed veterans' real estate

tax exenpti on under Chapter 89 (relating to di sabl ed

veterans' real estate tax exenption).

(v) Any relief prograns provided by the Commponweal t h

for veterans, their dependents, surviving dependents and

benefici ari es.

(vi) The distribution of any conpensati on to

veterans, their dependents, surviving dependents and

beneficiaries that has been or may be granted by the

Commpnweal t h.

(vii) State veterans hones program

(viii) The Scotland School for Veterans' Chil dren.

(i Xx) The Pennsyl vani a Veterans' Menorial Trust Fund.

(2) To recommend to the Governor new | eqi sl ati on and

anendnents to existing statutes concerning veterans and their

activities for subm ssion to the General Assenbly.

(3) To aid in securing hospitalization for any veteran

requi ring nedical care that may be provided by a Federal or

State nental, medical or surgical facility specifically
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provi ded for veterans or in any other public hospital.

(4) To cooperate with and advi se the Departnent of

Educati on on vocational trai ning prograns and ot her veterans

educati onal prograns, particularly prograns focused on severe

servi ce-connected disabilities, for either day or evening

i nstructi on, or both.

(5) To investigate the work of other departnents of the

Commpnweal th adm ni stering | aws affecting veterans, their

dependents, dependent survivors and beneficiaries.

(6) To investigate, conpile and mai ntain conpl ete and

accurate data concerning veterans of the arned forces of the

United States and all rel ated Commonweal th and nuni ci pal

activities.

(7)) To establish an information center for all veterans,

t heir dependents, surviving dependents and beneficiari es and

to dissem nate reqularly to departnents, regi ons, districts,

chapters, canps and posts, as appropriate, of veterans

organi zati ons throughout this Commonweal th, informati on as

the secretary shall determne, and to transmt to the public

press and other nedia of public information, information

relative to veterans as nay be of public interest.

(8) To submt annually to the Governor a perfornmance and

accountability report of State activities on behal f of

vet er ans.

(9) To appoint an executive secretary to the State

Vet er ans Conmi ssi on.

(10) To submt for accreditation to the United States

Departnent of Veterans Affairs in accordance with 38 CFR

(relating to pensions, bonuses, and veterans' relief) al

State, county and city enpl oyees perforning the duties of
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veterans service officers and to ensure that they are

annual |y recertified.

(11) To enter into agreenents with veterans service

organi zations for the purpose of obtai ni ng dual accreditation

for State, county and city veterans service officers.

(12) To specify to the counties and cities those

reports, accountings and other information it may require.

(13) To i npl enent a networ ked conputer system and

managenent i nformati on system for the autonated subm ssion,

reviewi ng and tracking of clains and for the purposes of

assisting in the annual performance eval uati on of the

depart nent.

(14) To devel op and i npl enent departnental performance

managenent neasur enent st andar ds.

(15) To act as a fiduciary. The secretary shall act

wi t hout bond as conservator of the estate of a beneficiary of

the veterans adm ni strati on when the secretary detern nes no

ot her suitable person will do so.

8 1806. Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

(a) Departnent head.--The executive head and appoi nti ng

authority of the departnent shall be the Secretary of Veterans

Affairs. The secretary shall serve at the pleasure of the

Gover nor

(b) Appoi ntnent.--The Governor shall noninate in accordance

with the provisions of the Constitution of Pennsyl vania and, by

and with the advice and consent of a npjority of the nenbers

elected to the Senate, appoint a Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

(c) CQualifications.--The secretary shall be an honorably

di scharged veteran of the arned forces of the United States and

a United States citizen with proven nanageri al experi ence and
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Success.

(d) Salary.--The secretary shall be paid a fixed salary by

the Governor in accordance with the standards establi shed by the

Executi ve Board.

(e) Vacancy and succession.--If a vacancy occurs in the

position of secretary while the Senate is not in session, the

Governor shall make a tenporary appoi ntnent until the next

nmeeti ng of the Senate, when the Governor shall present the

nom nation for the office to that body i n accordance with the

provi sions of the Constituti on of Pennsyl vani a.

(f) General powers and duties.--The secretary shall have al

of the foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To conduct, control and supervi se the departnent.

(2) To appoint and enploy and to detern ne the powers

and duties together with the sal ari es and ot her expenses of

clerical and other personnel as are necessary to carry out

the duties of the departnent.

(3) To performall other matters and thi ngs necessary to

carry out the provisions of this chapter.

(4) To devel op a system of annual perfornmance eval uati on

based on qualitatively and quantitati vely neasurabl e job

(5) To cooperate fully with the commi ssion in matters

related to the duties of the conm ssion and to endeavor to

i mpl enent the recomendati ons of the conm ssi on.

8 1807. O gani zati on.

(a) Staff.--The secretary nmay appoi nt assi stants and

executive staff as nay be needed to adm ni ster the departnent.

Al |l appoi ntees nmade under this subsection shall be veterans and

shall serve at the pl easure of the secretary.
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(b)Y Deputy secretary.--The secretary shall designhate a

deputy secretary fromthe executive staff who shall have charge

and general supervision of the departnent in the absence or

disability of the secretary. In case of a vacancy in the office

of secretary, the deputy secretary shall continue in charge of

the department until a successor i s appointed and qualified or

until the Governor appoints a tenporary acting secretary.

(c) Exenption.--Mnagenent | evel enpl oyees of the departnent

are exenpted fromthe provisions of the act of August 5, 1941

(P.L.752, No.286), known as the Civil Service Act. For purposes

of this subsection, the term "managenent | evel enpl oyee" neans

any individual who is involved directly in the determ nati on of

policy or who responsi bly directs the i npl enentati on of policy

and i ncludes all enpl oyees above the first | evel of supervision.

Al other enpl oyees of the departnent shall be subject to the

provi sions of the Gvil Service Act.

(d) Preference.--Unless otherw se provided by |aw, the

secretary shall qgive preference to veterans for positions in the

depart nent.

(e) Special instructions.--VWile it is the intention of the

Ceneral Assenbly to give the secretary flexibility in organi zi ng

the departnment, the secretary shall performall of the

(1) The secretary shall create the Bureau of Veterans

Benefits Assi stance and the Bureau of State Veterans Honmes to

provide field services. Each bureau shall be adm ni stered by

a director.

(2) In addition to the functi ons adm ni stered by the

bur eaus established in paragraph (1), the secretary shal

ensure the departnent has the foll owi ng m ni num functi onal
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capabilities, which nay be obtai ned through hired enpl oyees,

contract operations or interagency agreenents as the

secretary deens best suited to fulfill needs as foll ows:

(i) Information and research capability to

di sseninate informati on and statistical anal ysis of

perti nent data, inclusive of managenent anal ysis and

pr ogr am devel opnent requirenents.

(ii) Personnel managenent capability for hunman

resource needs.

(iii) Fiscal managenent capability.

(iv) Purchasing capability for all purchasi ng and

r epr oducti on needs.

(v) Adnmnistrative and aut onated data processi ng

( ADP) support.

(vi) Staff devel opnent capability to provide

pr of essi onal educati on to enpl oyees and county and city

veterans service officers.

(vii) Legal expertise on veterans' matters.

(viii) Legislative affairs capability to represent

the departnment on all matters involving | eqgislation at

Federal and State | evel s.

(i x) Inspection capability to investigate and report

on organi zational matters and to audit the perfornmance of

the departnment in its various functi onal areas.

8§ 1808. Del egati on of authority.

The secretary nay del egate any power or duty vested in or

transferred to the secretary by | aw or executive order to the

deputy secretary or to any other assistant or subordi nate, but

the secretary shall be responsible for the official acts of the

officers and enpl oyees of the departnent.
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8 1809. Conm ssions, councils and boards.

The secretary shall recogni ze and support the foll ow ng

commi ssi ons, councils and boards:

(1) The State Veterans Conm SSi on.

(2) The Veterans O gani zati ons Advi sory Council .

(3) The State veterans hones advi sory councils.

(4) The Board of Trustees of the Scotl and School for

Vet erans' Chil dren.

8§ 1810. Bur eau of Veterans Benefits Assi stance.

(a) Establishnent.--The Bureau of Veterans Benefits

Assi stance is established as a bureau within the departnent.

(b) Director.--The Director of Veterans Benefits Assi stance

shal | have supervi sory authority over the Bureau of Veterans

Benefits Assi stance. The secretary shall appoint and may renove

the director for just cause.

(c) Powers and duties. --

(1) The Bureau of Veterans Benefits Assi stance shal

have the power and duty to aid nenbers of the arned forces of

the United States and veterans, who are residents of this

State, and their dependents, surviving dependents and

beneficiaries in relation to matters pertaining to all of the

(i) Educational training and retrai ni ngq services and

facilities.

(ii) Health, nedical and rehabilitati on services and

facilities.

(iii) Provisions of Federal and State | aws affording

special rights and privileges to nenbers of the arned

forces and veterans and their dependents, dependent

survivors and beneficiaries.
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1 (iv) Enploynent and reenpl oynent services.

2 (v) Oher matters of simlar, related or appropriate
3 nature.

4 (2) The Bureau of Veterans Benefits Assistance shal

5 supervise the county and city veterans service officers

6 during the performance of their duties involving subm ssion,
7 followup and reconsiderations of clains for benefits and

8 services filed on behalf of veterans, benefits counseling and
9 benefits awareness prograns. The supervision shall not

10 include duties and tasks perforned by the county and city

11 veterans service officers which pertain solely to | ocal

12 activities or are required pursuant to other State |aws. The
13 Bureau of Veterans Benefits Assistance shall be responsible
14 for veterans service officer training under section 1812

15 (relating to county and city veterans service officer).

16 (3) The Bureau of Veterans Benefits Assistance shal

17 have the capability of representing veterans before the Board
18 of Veterans Appeals and the Court of Veterans Appeals.

19 (4) The Bureau of Veterans Benefits Assistance shal
20 performany other duties as may be assigned by the secretary.
21 (d) Field offices.--Wth the approval of the secretary, the
22 director of the Bureau of Veterans Benefits Assistance may do
23 any of the follow ng:
24 (1) Establish, alter or abolish bureau districts within
25 this Cormmonweal th and establish, alter or abolish any
26 subordinate State field offices within the districts.
27 (2) Appoint and renove a supervisor for a district or
28 office.
29 (3) Appoint officers, consultants, clerks and other
30 enpl oyees as may be necessary to administer the functions of
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1 the Bureau of Veterans Benefits Assistance, fix their

2 conpensation within the limtation provided by |aw and

3 prescribe their duties.

4 (e) Qualifications for State veterans service officers.--A
5 State veterans service officer shall neet all of the follow ng
6 qualifications:

7 (1) Be a United States citizen.

8 (2) Be a veteran who served at least 18 nonths of active
9 duty in the arned forces of the United States and was

10 separated fromthe service under honorable conditions. An

11 honorably di scharged veteran who was di scharged for service-
12 connected or aggravated nedical reasons before serving 18

13 nonths of active duty and who conpleted a tour of duty other
14 than active duty for training, regardless of the length of
15 the tour, or who satisfied his or her mlitary obligation in
16 a manner other than active duty for training or reserve duty
17 shal |l be eligible under this paragraph.

18 (3) Have at least a high school degree or equival ency
19 diploma.
20 (4) Have at least four years of successful
21 adm ni strative or nanagerial experience or several years of
22 successful veterans service officer experience.
23 (5) Be accredited in accordance with 38 CFR 14. 629
24 (relating to requirenents for accreditation of service
25 organi zation representatives; agents; and attorneys).
26 (f) Training of State veterans service officers.--
27 (1) State veterans service officers nust be accredited
28 and annually recertified in accordance with the requirenents
29 of this chapter.
30 (2) State veterans service officers shall serve an
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internship of 18 nonths under the direct supervision of an

experi enced and accredited State veterans service officer.

The departnment shall sponsor an intern before the United

States Departnment of Veterans Affairs for their accreditation

in accordance with 38 CFR (relating to pensi ons, bonuses, and

veterans' relief) if the intern provides sati sfactory proof

of all of the foll ow ng:

(i) Successful conpletion of the internship.

(ii) Procurenent of a letter of recommendati on from

the supervising State veterans service officer

(iii) Achievenent of a score of 80 or higher on a

St at e- devel oped test approved by the United States

Department of Veterans Affairs.

(3) The Bureau of Veterans Benefits shall establish a

peri odi c refresher, update and advanced trai ni ng program

whi ch State veterans service officers nmust attend and

successfully pass as a conditi on of conti nued enpl oynent.

8§ 1811. Local governi ng bodi es.

Not wi t hst andi ng any other | aw, the governi ng body of a county

shall and the governing body of a city may aid and assi st,

wher ever practical and feasible, a veteran who has served in the

arned forces of the United States and recei ved an honorabl e

di scharge from any branch of the nmlitary service of the United

States, and their dependents, in presenting clains for and

securi ng conpensati on, hospitalizati on, educati on, | oans, career

trai ni ng and other benefits or privileges to which the veteran

or the veteran's dependents are or nay becone entitled under any

Federal or State | aw by reason of their service in the arnmed

forces of the United States.

8§ 1812. County and city veterans service officer.
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(a) GCeneral requirenent.--

(1) The governi ng body of a county shall do all of the

(i) Enploy a county veterans service officer

(ii) Provide office space, clerical assistance and

t he necessary supplies incidental to providi ng and

mai ntai ning a county service office.

(iii) Pay any necessary expenses and sal ari es.

(2) The governing body of a city may do any of the

(i) Enploy a city veterans service officer

(ii) Provide office space, clerical assistance and

t he necessary supplies incidental to providi ng and

mai ntaining a city service office.

(iii) Pay any necessary expenses and sal ari es.

(b) CQualifications.--In order to be enpl oyed as a county or

city veterans service officer, a person nust do all of the

(1) Meet the qualifications of a State veterans service

officer under section 1810(e) (relating to Bureau of Veterans

Benefits Assi stance).

(2) Be approved by the departnent under subsection (c).

(c) Approval required.--Any county or city desiring to

enpl oy a county or city veteran service officer under this

section shall notify the departnent of its intenti on and shal

furni sh the departnent with the nane of any person appl vi ng,

al ong with docunentati on supporting the person's qualifications.

The departnment, upon receipt, shall certify to the county or

city the nane of candi dates for the position who neet the

requi renents and qualificati ons prescri bed by the departnent.
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The county or city nmay enpl oy any person certified by the

departnent. Duties, conpensation and terns of enpl oynent shal

be prescri bed by the appropri ate governi ng body.

(d) Subject to departnent rul es.--Any person enpl oyed by any

county or city under this section shall be subject to

requl ati ons pronul gated by the departnent. County and city

veterans service officers who are not perfornmng up to the

standards of the departnent shall have their accreditation

revoked and shall be reconmended to the appropriate governi ng

body for renoval

(e) Training, accreditati on and rei nbursenent.--The

departnent is directed to establish a training program for

county and city veterans service officers. Every county or city

veterans service officer enployed under this secti on shal

attend the traini ng program established by the departnent and

successfully conplete a State-devel oped test approved by the

United States Departnment of Veterans Affairs and adm ni stered by

the departnment prior to assum ng any responsibilities as a

county or city veterans service officer. The departnent shall do

all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Sponsor the individual before the United States

Departnment of Veterans Affairs for their accreditation in

accordance with 38 CFR (relating to pensi ons, bonuses, and

veterans' relief).

(2) Recertify a qualified individual annually.

(3) Establish a periodic refresher, update and advanced

trai ni ng program whi ch each county or city veterans service

officer nust attend and successfully conplete as a condition

of remnining in enploynent as a county or city veterans

service officer
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(4) Reinburse county and city veterans service officers

for travel expenses incurred while fulfilling the

requi renents of this section.

(f) Current veterans service officers.--County or city

veterans service officers enployed prior to the effective date

of this subsection shall be exenpted fromthe provisions of

subsection (b)(2) and section 1810(e)(2), (3) and (4). County or

city veterans service officers who are not accredited on the

effective date of this subsection shall, in order to continue

enpl oynent as a county or city veterans service officer, becone

accredited within 12 nonths of the effective date of this

subsecti on.

8 1813. Cooperation and joi nt enpl oynent.

The governi ng body of a county and of a city in this

Commpnweal th may, by mpjority vote of the full governi ng bodies,

enter into agreenents to do any of the following to carry out

t he purposes of this chapter:

(1) Work jointly with any conti guous county or

contiguous city within the county.

(2) Enploy jointly a veterans service officer.

8§ 1814. Bureau of State Veterans Hones.

(a) Establishnent.--The Bureau of State Veterans Honmes is

establi shed as a bureau within the departnent.

(b) Powers and duties of the Bureau of State Veterans

Hones. --The Bureau of State Veterans Hones shall have the

foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To nmke recomendati ons to the secretary regardi ng

t he mai nt enance and operation of State veterans hones and the

Scot| and School for Veterans' Children.

(2) To operate State veterans homes and the Scotl and
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School for Veterans' Chil dren.

(3) To accept gifts, grants or paynents for the use of

each State veterans hone and the Scotl and School for

Vet erans' Chil dren.

(4) To establish a schedule of fees to be charged to

residents of the State veterans honmes. The fees shall be

based on the | evel of service or care required and the

ability of the resident to pay. The departnent shal

establish the | evel of service to be provided in accordance

with the Federal Department of Veterans Affairs standards of

nursing and domciliary care.

(5) To performany other duties assigned by the

(c) Commmandant.--The Commandant of State Veterans Hones

shal | have supervisory authority over the Bureau of State

Vet erans Hones. The secretary shall appoint and nay renove the

commandant for just cause. The commandant shall have the

foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To appoint, with the approval of the secretary, a

director qualified and licensed in this Commpbnwealth as a

nursi ng hone adm ni strator to adm ni ster each State veterans

(2) To appoint, with the approval of the secretary, a

person to be Superintendent of the Scotl and School for

Vet erans' Chil dren.

(3) To approve the appoi ntnent of officers and enpl oyees

by the State Veterans' Hones Conmandant and the

Superi nt endent of the Scotl and School for Veterans' Children.

§ 1815. State Veterans Conmi Ssi on.

(a) Establishnent.--There is established and assi gned to the
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departnent an advi sory conmi ssion to the Governor and secretary

to be known as the State Veterans Conmi ssion. The conmni SSi on

shal |

not be subject to control, supervision or direction by the

depart nent.

(b)

Conposi ti on. - -

(1) The conmm ssion shall be conposed of all of the

(i) Fifteen nenbers appoi nted by the Governor

pur suant to paradgraph (4) and as recommended by the

Vet erans Organi zati ons Advi sory Council through the

secretary pursuant to paragraph (5).

(ii) Four at-|large nenbers appoi nted by the Gover nor

pur suant to paradgraph (4) and as recommended to the

Governor as foll ows:

(A) One recommended by the President pro tenpore

of the Senate.

(B) One recommended by the Mnority Leader of

t he Senat e.

(C) One recommended by the Speaker of the House

of Representatives.

(D) One recommended by the Mnority Leader of

t he House of Representatives.

(iii) The foll owi ng nenbers as nonvoting, ex officio

(A) The Adjutant Ceneral.

(B) The Secretary of Labor and | ndustry.

(C© The President of the Pennsyl vania State

Associ ati on of County Directors of Veterans Affairs.

(iv) Any nenber appoi nted pursuant to paragraph (2)
or (3).
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(2) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs nmy appoint the

head of a State agency or a designee as an ex officio menber.

(3) The Governor nmay appoi nt additi onal nenbers as

reconmended by an individual or organi zati on, including the

Vet erans Organi zati ons Advi sory Council. Organi zati onal

affiliation shall not be a prerequisite for recomendati on or

appoi nt nent .

(4) |In nmaking appoi ntnents, care shall be taken to

ensure that the nenbers represent all of the foll ow ng:

(i) Al geographical portions of this Conmbnweal th.

(ii) Al periods of service which have living

vet er ans.

(iii) |Issues and concerns of female and nminority

vet er ans.

(5) (i) Except as provided in subparagraph (ii), the

Vet erans Organi zati ons Advi sory Council shall initially

reconmend the foll owi ng nunber of qualified veterans from

each of the foll owi ng veterans organi zati ons for

appoi nt nent pursuant to paragraph (1):

(A) The Anerican Legion - two nenbers.

(B) Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United

States - two nmenbers.

(C AWETS - one nenber

(D) Disabled Anerican Veterans - one nenber.

(E) WNarine Corps League - one nenber.

(F) Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart - one

(G The Vietnam Veterans of Anerica, Inc. - one

(H Blinded Veterans Associ ati on - one nenber.
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(1) Keystone Paral yzed Vet erans Associ ati on -

one nenber

(J) Jewish War Veterans of the United States -

one nenber

(KY Catholic War Veterans of the United States

of Anerica - one nenber

(LY Iltalian-Anerican War Veterans of the United

States, Inc. - one nenber.

(M Anerican Ex-Prisoners of War - one nenber.

(ii) The Veterans Organi zati ons Advi sory Counci

may, wWith the approval of the secretary, reconmend

qualified veterans based on a different all ocati on schene

than that specified i n subparagraph (i). The Veterans

Organi zati ons Advi sory Council shall provide to the

secretary on July 1 of each year a listing of nmenber

organi zati ons, the nunber of their nenbers and its

reconmended al | ocati on schene.

(6) The secretary and the Veterans Organi zati ons

Advi sory Council shall nmonitor the conm ssion to ensure that

the conposition and qualification requirenments of this

section are net.

(c) Terns.--The conmi ssioners shall serve for terns of three

vears each and, to ensure continuity, ternms shall be staggered

so that not nore than a third of the nenbers' terns expire each

vear. The staggering schene shall be inpl enented by executive

order. The entities nmaki ng recomendati ons under subsecti on

(bY(1) (i) and (ii) shall recommend repl acenents for their

respecti ve conmi ssioners at | east six nonths prior to the

conpl etion of the conni ssioner's appoi ntnent. Conmi ssi oners

shall be eliqgible for reappoi ntnent. Each nenber of the
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commi ssion shall take an oath of office that the nenber will, so

far as it devol ves upon the nenber, diligently and honestly

admi ni ster the affairs of the conmmi ssion and that the nenber

will not knowingly violate or willfully pernit to be viol at ed

any of the provisions of |aw applicable to this chapter. The

oath shall be subscribed by the individual taking it and

certified by the officer before whomit is taken and shall be

iMmedi ately filed in the Ofice of the Secretary of the

Commpnweal t h.

(d) CQualifications.--A conm ssioner nust neet all of the

foll owing qualifications:

(1) Be a veteran who has been separated fromthe arnmed

forces of the United States under honorabl e conditions.

(2) Be a United States citizen.

(3) Be a legal resident of this Commonweal t h.

(e) Oficers.--One of the nenbers of the conm ssion shall be

desi gnated as chai rperson by the Governor. The desi gnati on shal

be in witing and shall be filed with the conm ssion. The

commi ssi on shall designate its vice chairperson. The secretary

shal |l provide an executive secretary.

(f) Meetings and quoruns. --The conm ssi on shall neet at

| east four tines annually at any place within this Comonweal th

upon the call of the chairperson. Fifty percent of the voting

menbers of the comm ssion, plus one additional voting menber,

shall constitute a quorum

(g) Renpval .--The Governor may suspend a nenber of the

commi ssion only for cause. Upon the recommendati on of the

secretary, the Governor shall declare a vacancy whenever a

conmi ssioner fails to attend three consecutive neeti ngs w t hout

good cause.
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(h) Vacanci es.--A vacancy shall be filled for the remai nder

of the unexpired termin the sane nanner as the ori gi nal

appoi nt nent .

(i) Conpensation and rei nbursenent. --Conmni ssi oners shal

receive no salary or other conpensati on but shall be entitled to

recei ve expenses actually and necessarily incurred in the

perfornmance of their duties.

(i) Powers and duties.--The comm ssi on shall have the

foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To serve as a nonitoring body to ensure that the

departnent is nmeeting the intentions of the Governor and the

CGCeneral Assenbly in being a proactive advocate on behal f of

veterans, mlitary service nenbers and their dependents,

dependent survivors and benefici ari es.

(2) To advise the secretary and the Governor on al

matters pertaining to the status, welfare, benefits,

enpl oynent and ot her support of veterans in this

Commpnweal t h.

(3) To advise the secretary and the Governor on any

veterans affairs matter they bring before the conm ssi on.

(4) To assist the secretary in the fornul ati on of

policies affecting veterans.

(5) To investigate the work of the departnent and make

reconmendations to it regarding its adnm ni strati on of

applicabl e Federal and State | aws, including State veterans

prograns assigned to the departnent.

(6) To investigate and recommend to the secretary

| egi sl ati on for subm ssion to the General Assenbly concerning

veterans and their activities.

(7) To work with the Veterans Organi zati ons Advi sory
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Council to obtain their views and positions on all natters

rel ated to veterans.

(8) To conduct a biennial survey of possible

contri butions that veterans service organi zati ons and their

auxiliaries and other organi zati ons concerned with veterans

benefits could make to the Commpbnwealth and report these

results to the departnent together with reconmendati ons for

encour agi ng the contri buti ons.

(9) To conduct an annual review on veterans i ssues for

t he purpose of identifying those i ssues nbst urgently in need

of departnental, qubernatorial or |eqislative action. The

results of the review shall be formally reported in witing

to the Governor, the departnment, the President pro tenpore of

the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(10) To present | eqgislative testinony for any acti on

requiring | eqgislative invol venent.

(11) To i nduct nom nees fromthe advisory council for

the veterans hone hall of fane.

(k) Administration prohibited.--The commi ssion shall not

adm ni ster any veterans prograns or portions of veterans

prograns for the departnent.

(1) Administrative support.--In addition to an executive

secretary, the secretary shall provide the conm ssion with

addi ti onal adm ni strative staff support as required in the

perfornmance of their duties.

8 1816. Veterans Organi zati ons Advi sory Council .

(a) Establishnent.--The State departnment conmanders or

official heads of each veterans organi zati on shall constitute an

advi sory council to the departnment and to the conmmi ssion, to be

known as the Veterans O gani zati ons Advi sory Council. The
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Vet erans Organi zati ons Advi sory Council shall not be subject to

control, supervision or direction by the departnment or the

conmi ssi on.

(b)Y Bylaws.--The Veterans O gani zati ons Advi sory Council nay

create bylaws for its own use and conduct neetings anong its own

menbers as necessary. Menbers may appoi nt an aut hori zed del eqgate

to represent them on the Veterans O gani zati ons Advi sory

Counci | .

(c) Powers and duties.--The Veterans O gani zati ons Advi sory

Council shall have the foll owi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To nomi nate nmenbers to sit on the State veterans

honmes advi sory councils to the secretary.

(2) To, when requested, biennially assist the conm ssi on

in its survey of the possible contributions that veterans

service organi zations and their auxiliaries and ot her

organi zati ons concerned with veterans benefits can nake to

assi st the departnent in providing benefits to veterans,

their dependents, surviving dependents and beneficiaries.

(3) To support the conmission in its work with the

vari ous veterans organi zations and their auxiliaries within

this Conmonweal t h.

(4) To function as a |liai son between the vari ous

veterans organi zati ons and the conm SSsion on natters

pertaining to veterans and their organi zati ons.

(5) To work with the conmission to identify those issues

nost urgently in need of departnental, qubernatorial or

| egi sl ati ve acti on.

(6) To present |egislative testinony for any action

requiring | eqgislative invol venent.

(7) To submt nanmes to the secretary for reconmendati on
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1 for appointnment to the conmm ssion.

2 8§ 1817. Advisory councils for State veterans hones.

3 (a) Establishnent.--There is established an advi sory counci

4 to the Director of State Veterans Hones and the conmandant and

5 secretary for each veterans hone operated by the departnent.

6 (b) Conposition.--

7 (1) Each advisory council established under subsection

8 (a) shall consist of the follow ng nenbers:

9 (i) Ten nenbers appointed by the Governor froma
10 list of nominations submtted to the secretary by the
11 Vet erans Organi zati ons Advi sory Counci | .

12 (ii) ©One nenber of the Senate appointed by the

13 President pro tenpore of the Senate.

14 (iii) One nenber of the Senate appointed by the

15 Mnority Leader of the Senate.

16 (iv) One nenber of the House of Representatives

17 appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
18 (v) One nenber of the House of Representatives

19 appoi nted by the Mnority Leader of the House of

20 Representati ves.

21 (vi) One nenber appointed by the residents of the
22 State veterans hones.

23 (vii) The director of State veterans hones, who

24 shal |l serve ex officio.

25 (viii) Any nenbers appointed pursuant to paragraph
26 (2).

27 (2) The secretary may appoint the head of a State agency
28 or a designee as an ex officio nenber.

29 (c) Terns of service.--Each nenber of an advi sory counci

30 appointed fromthe General Assenbly shall serve until the
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succeedi ng General Assenbly is seated. Wth the excepti on of ex

officio nenbers, all other nenbers shall serve a term of three

vears. Appointnents will be staggered as nuch as practicable. A

menber shall be eligible for reappoi ntnent.

(d) Oficers.--Each advisory council shall organi ze as soon

as possible after the effective date of this secti on and shal

annual ly el ect a president, vice president and secretary.

(e) Meetings and quoruns. --N ne nmenbers of an advi sory

council shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of conducting

t he busi ness of the advisory council. Each advi sory counci

shall neet at |east quarterly and at other tines at the call of

t he president.

(f) Renpval for cause.--Each nenber nmay be renpved for cause

by the nenber's respecti ve appoi nti ng authority.

(g) Conpensation and rei nbursenent. --Mnbers of each

advi sory council shall receive no conpensation for their

services but shall receive rei nbursenent fromthe departnent for

their necessary and proper expenses for attendance at neetings.

(h) Powers and duties. --

(1) Each advisory council shall advise the director of

State veterans hones as to the managenent, operations and

adequacy of facilities and services at their respective

vet erans hones.

(2) Each advisory council shall nom nate i nductees for

their respective veterans home hall of fane in accordance

with that progranmi s gui dance.

(3) Each advisory council shall advise at | east annually

the secretary as to the managenent, operations and adequacy

of facilities and services at their respective veterans

homes. The advice will be docunented in the format specified
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by the secretary. A copy of this report shall be forwarded to

t he conm ssi on.

§ 1818. Prohibitions.

Nei t her the departnent nor a veterans service officer may do

any of the foll ow ng:

(1) Charge a fee or pernit the paynent of a fee by an

applicant to a third person for services the veterans service

officer renders under this chapter.

(2) Seek to influence the execution of a power of

attorney to itself or to one national service organi zati on

over that of another.

(3) Refuse to aid a veteran or a service nenber on

active duty or their dependents, surviving dependents or

beneficiaries in services rendered under this chapter.

8 1819. Confidentiality of records.

No records on individuals shall be disclosed or used for any

pur pose, except for official purposes, and no records shall be

di scl osed, destroyed or used in any nmanner which is in violation

of any existing Federal law. Nothing in this chapter shall be

construed to convert records which are the property of the

Federal Governnent into Conmonweal th property.

8 1820. Technol ogy servi ces.

(a) Veterans Internet website.--

(1) The departnent shall work with the Deputy Secretary

for Informati on Technology in the Governor's O fice of

Admi ni stration and with other State agenci es as necessary to

establish and maintain on the State's Internet website a |ink

to the veterans Internet website. The I nternet website shal

all ow veterans to access informati on on Federal and State

veterans benefits prograns.
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(2) Any State agency that participates in the veterans

Internet website is encouraged to allow a veteran to

electronically file for Commbnweal th veterans benefits,

i ncluding the electronic signing of the filing by the veteran

and an el ectroni c acknow edgnent of the filing.

(3) The veterans Internet website may all ow a veteran to

electronically file for sel ected Federal veterans benefits as

specified by the departnent, when deened prudent.

(4) The veterans Internet website shall also include a

detai |l ed organi zati onal chart for the departnent, the annual

witten perfornmance and accountability report, the survey

report, the strategic plan, the benefits handbook and the

newsl etter as described in this secti on and section 1821

(relating to reports).

(b)Y Toll-free tel ephone nunber. --The departnent shal

establi sh, operate and maintain a toll-free tel ephone nunber for

t he purpose of providing callers with information relating to

services provided by the departnent as well as servi ces and

prograns provided to veterans by ot her agenci es, bureaus and

organi zati ons.

(c) Forns.--All forns of the departnent that are

di sseninated to the public shall contain all of the foll ow ng:

(1) The veterans |Internet website address.

(2) The departnent's toll-free tel ephone nunber.

(d) Benefits booklets. --

(1) |In every even-nunbered year, the departnent shal

create an electronic version of a State veterans benefits

bookl et and provide a printed copy and an el ectroni c version

of the booklet to all of the foll ow ng:

(i) Each State, county and city veterans service
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1 officer for distribution in accordance w th paragraph

2 (2).

3 (ii) The personnel office of each Federal or State
4 mlitary installation in this Conmobnwealth.

5 (iii) Each nenber of the General Assenbly.

6 (iv) Each veterans service organization chartered in
7 t hi s Commonweal t h.

8 (2) Each State, county and city veterans service officer
9 is encouraged to distribute a copy of the booklet to any

10 person who clains or will claimPennsylvania as a residence
11 after discharge fromthe arned forces of the United States.
12 Each State, county and city veterans service officer shal

13 make a copy of the booklet available at the State, county or
14 city veterans service office.

15 (3) The departnent shall update the booklet as

16 necessary.

17 (4) The departnent shall provide an el ectronic version
18 of the booklet on the veterans Internet website.

19 (e) Electronic access.--The departnent, with the assistance
20 of the Deputy Secretary for Information Technology in the
21 Governor's Ofice of Admnistration, shall devel op and i npl enent
22 a programthat uses appropriate conputer hardware and software
23 to facilitate:
24 (1) electronic delivery of a veterans newsletter and the
25 benefits booklet in subsection (d); and
26 (2) electronic initiation and tracking of veterans
27 benefits clains by State, county and city veterans service
28 officers.
29 § 1821. Reports.
30 (a) Performance and accountability report.--The depart nent
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shall, no | ater than Decenber 31 of each year, nake an annual

witten perfornmance and accountability report for the prior

fiscal year, to the Governor, the conm ssion, the President pro

tenpore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of

Representati ves. The report shall incl ude:

(1) A conparison of State performance agai nst ot her

states and each county in the recei pt and use of Feder al

veterans entitl enents.

(2) The expenses incurred in veterans service work in

this Conmonweal t h.

(3) The nunber, nature and kind of cases handl ed by the

departnent and by county and city veterans service officers.

(4) The anmpbunts of increased benefits obtai ned for

vet er ans.

(5) An evaluation of the Bureau of Veterans Benefits

Assi stance perfornmance in relation to the departnent's

per f or mance nmanagenment neasur enent standards establi shed for

it.

(6) The nanes of all certified veterans service

officers, including county and city veterans service

officers.

(7)) An accounting of State veterans hone utilization,

wai ti ng peri ods and costs, together with an eval uati on of the

Bureau of State Veterans Hones' performance in relation to

the departnment's perfornmance nmanagenent neasurenent standards

established for it.

(8 Alist of Federal and State | aws, rul es and

requl ati ons, with synopsis, pronul gated during the

| egi sl ati ve year

(9) A detailed accounting of all nobney recei ved and
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di sbursed in the prior fiscal year.

(10) The actions taken by the departnment in i npl enenti ng

State prograns and servi ces.

(11) An evaluation of the performance any other unit of

the department not provided for in this subsection in

relati on to established perfornmance nmanagenent neasur enent

st andar ds.

(b) Survey report.--The departnent shall conduct an ongoi ng

study on the probl ens and needs of those residents of this

Commpnweal th who are veterans of the arned forces of the United

States and the problens and needs of their dependents, surviVving

dependents and beneficiaries. The report shall be subnitted

biennially to the sane parties listed in the performance and

accountability report. The report shall incl ude:

(1) A survey of existing Federal and State prograns

avai |l abl e for such persons that specifies the extent to which

such prograns presently are being i npl enented, wth

reconmendati ons for the i nproved i npl enentati on, extensi on or

i mprovenent of such proqgrans.

(2) A survey of the needs of such persons in the areas

of social services, health care, educati on and enpl oynent and

any other areas of determ ned need, with reconmmendati ons

regardi ng Federal, State and community services that would

meet those needs.

(3) A survey of Federal, State, public and private

noneys avail able that could be used to defray the costs of

State or community services needed for such persons.

(c) Strategic plan.--The departnent shall prepare and subnit

biennially by July 1st of even-nunbered years a five-year plan.

The plan shall be submtted to the sane parties listed in
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1 subsection (a). The plan shall include the perfornmance

2 nmanagenent neasures and standards to be used in the perfornmance
3 and accountability report.

4 § 1822. Cost-reduction neasures and acceptance of gifts.

5 The departnent, with the approval of the Governor, nmay apply
6 for and accept funds, grants, gifts and services fromthe

7 Commonweal th, the United States Governnent or any of its

8 agencies, or any other public or private source and may use

9 funds derived fromthese sources to defray clerical and

10 administrative costs as may be necessary for carrying out its
11 duties. Any funds received under this section shall be subject
12 to accountability and audit.

13 § 1823. Interagency agreenents.

14 The secretary shall adopt a joint nenorandum of understandi ng
15 wth the follow ng governnental entities to coordinate the

16 provision of services to veterans and their dependents,

17 surviving dependents and beneficiaries:

18 (1) The Departnent of Labor and Industry.

19 (2) The Departnent of Educati on.
20 (3) The Ofice of Administration.
21 (4) The Departnent of Aging.
22 (5) The Departnent of Public Welfare.
23 (6) Any other agency of the Commonweal th that
24 adnm nisters a program applicable only to veterans or their
25 dependents or routinely works with veterans.
26 8§ 1824. Conflict of interest.
27 Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision of law, a person required
28 to register as a | obbyist because of activities on behalf of a
29 veterans organi zation or association may not serve as a nenber

30 of or as general counsel to the departnent, the conni ssion or
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any of the State veterans hones advi sory councils.

8§ 1825. I nformati on of public interest and public conpl aints.

The departnment shall prepare i nfornati on of public interest

descri bing the functions of the departnent and the procedures

for filing and for resolution of public conplaints by the

departnent. The departnent shall nake the informati on avail abl e

to the general public and appropri ate State agenci es.

§ 1826. Liberal construction.

The rule of strict constructi on shall have no application to

this chapter and it shall be liberally construed in order to

carry out the objective for which it is designed, in accordance

with the legislative intent to give the secretary the maxi num

possi ble freedomin carrying the provisions of this chapter into

effect.

8 1827. Conflict between statutes and within the statute.

Unl ess explicitly expressed otherw se, when a conflict arises

with other statutes or with other provisions within this title,

this chapter shall have precedence and shall govern

8§ 1828. Severability.

The provisions of this act are severable. |If any provi si on of

this act or its application to any person or circunstance is

held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions

or applications of this act which can be given effect w thout

the invalid provision or application.

CHAPTER 20

VETERANS HOVE HALL OF FANME

Sec.

2001. Definitions.

2002. State veterans hone hall of fane.

2003. Sel ection of inductees.
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2004. Oversi ght.

2005. Docunent ati on.

2006. Centralized |ist.

§ 2001. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Conmi ssion." The State Veterans Conmmni ssi on established

under Chapter 18 (relating to Departnent of Veterans Affairs).

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Veterans Affairs of the

Commpnweal th establi shed under Chapter 18 (relating to

Departnent of Veterans Affairs).

8 2002. State veterans hone hall of fane.

Each State veterans hone operated by the Commpbnweal th shal

establi sh and dedicate a hall of fane to recogni ze and honor the

mlitary achi evenents of outstandi ng veterans who have conpl et ed

honorabl e, active duty mlitary service and who reside or

resided in the geographic regi on served by the veterans hone.

The area or space in the veterans hone dedi cated to the hall of

fane may be used for other purposes.

§ 2003. Sel ection of inductees.

The advi sory council for each veterans hone shall, consi stent

with the quidelines established by the departnent in section

2004 (relating to oversight), nom nate eliqgible veterans for

i nduction into the hall of fane by the conni ssion and perform

other duties relating to the hall of fane as approved by the

departnent. A Medal of Honor recipient shall be autonmatically

i nducted into the hall of fane.

8§ 2004. Oversi ght.

The departnment shall devel op quidelines for the halls of
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fane. The guidelines shall include all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Eligibility criteria for qualified candi dates.

(2) Procedures for noninati on of candi dates and

sel ecti on of inductees.

(4) WNManner of recogni zing or presenting the i nductees in

the halls of fane.

(5) WMaintenance of the halls of fane.

1
2
3
4
5 (3) Cerenpnies to officially honor the inductees.
6
7
8
9

(6) Duties of the advisory councils of the veterans

10 honmes relating to the halls of fane.

11 § 2005. Docunentati on.

12 Each eliqgible veteran or his or her representati ve shall be

13 responsible for obtai ning the docunentati on necessary to

14 establish his or her eligibility fromthe National Archives in

15 Washington, DC, or the Nati onal Personnel Record Center in St.

16 Louis, M ssouri.

17 8§ 2006. Centralized |ist.

18 The departnment shall keep a centralized list of all hall of

19 fane inductees fromall regi onal veterans hones.

20 Section 5. Sections 3201, 3210, 7101, 7701, 7702, 8501,

21 8504(b), 8505, 8701, 8702(a) and (b), 8703(b) and (c), 8901,

22 8902, 8903, 8904, 8905, 9102(a) and (b) and 9301 of Title 51 are
23 anended to read:

24 8§ 3201. Definitions.

25 The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

26 shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

27 context clearly indicates otherw se:

28 "Agency." The Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Educati on Assi stance
29 Agency.
30 "Approved institution of higher learning." An educational
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institution offering a post-secondary program of education
| ocated in this Conmonweal th and approved by the Pennsyl vani a
Hi gher Educati on Assi stance Agency.

"Approved program of education.”™ A degree- or certificate-
granting curriculumor course of study to be pursued on a full-
time or part-tine basis or its equivalent as determ ned by the
Pennsyl vani a Hi gher Education Assi stance Agency, at an approved
institution of higher |earning.

"Departnent.” The Departnent of MIlitary [and Veterans]
Affairs of the Commonwealth.

"Eligible nenber." A nmenber of the Pennsylvania National
Guard who neets the criteria specified in section 3202 (relating
to eligibility) and who has been awarded a certificate of
eligibility under section 3203 (relating to certification of
eligibility).

"Full -time student. A student enrolled in an approved
institution of higher |earning pursuing an approved program of
education equal to or greater than 15 credit hours or its
equi val ent recogni zed by the Pennsyl vani a H gher Educati on
Assi stance Agency as a full-time course of study.

"Fund." The Educational Assistance Program Fund.

"Part-tinme student.” A student enrolled in an approved
institution of higher education pursuing an approved program of
education of less than 15 credit hours or its equival ent
recogni zed by the Pennsylvani a H gher Education Assistance
Agency as a part-tinme course of study.

"Program ™ The Educati onal Assistance Program established in
this chapter

"Qualified resident.” An individual who has been a bona fide

resident of this Commonwealth prior to the tinme an application
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for a grant is made. The Pennsyl vani a H gher Educati on

Assi stance Agency shall nake the final decision on whether an
applicant is a qualified resident.

§ 3210. Educational Assistance Program Fund.

Al'l noneys appropriated for the purposes of this chapter and
all investnent inconme earned on those noneys shall be deposited
in the Educational Assistance Program Fund, which is hereby
established as a special nonlapsing fund in the State Treasury.
Al'l noneys placed in the fund and the investnent inconme it
accrues are hereby appropriated on a continuing basis to the
Departnment of Mlitary [and Veterans] Affairs and shall be used
solely for the purposes of the program
§ 7101. Sol dier defined.

As used in this chapter, "soldier" neans a person who served
or hereafter serves in the arned forces of the United States, or
in any wonen's organi zation officially connected therewth,
during any war or armed conflict in which the United States
engaged and who was rel eased fromactive duty under honorabl e
conditions, other than from periods of active duty for training,
or with an honorabl e di scharge from such service, or a person
who so served or hereafter serves in the armed forces of the
United States, or in any wonen's organization officially
connected therewith, since July 27, 1953, including service in
Vi etnam and who has an honorabl e di scharge from such servi ce.
Qual i fying periods of service during a war or armed conflict,
for purposes of this provision, will be designated by the
Departnment of Mlitary [and Veterans] Affairs.

§ 7701. Blind veteran's pension.
(a) Definition.--As used in this section the term"blind

veteran" shall nean any person who served in the mlitary or
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naval forces of the United States, or any wonman's organi zati on
officially connected therewith, at any tinme, and who gave the
Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, as his or her place of residence
at the time of entering the mlitary or naval forces of the
United States, and who while perform ng duties connected with
such service suffered an injury or incurred a disease which
resulted in blindness to the extent that he or she has 3/60 or
10/ 200 or less normal vision. The term"blind veteran"” shall not
i ncl ude any person separated fromthe mlitary or naval forces
of the United States, or any woman's organi zation officially
connected therewi th, under other than honorable conditions.

(b) Amount and eligibility.--1n addition to any ot her
assi stance provi ded by the Commonweal th and in addition to any
conpensati on provided by the Federal CGovernnent, every blind
veteran shall be paid a pension of $150 per nonth. Applications

for such pensions shall be made to and in the form prescribed by

the [departnment] Departnent of Veterans Affairs. The [ Adjutant

CGeneral] Departnent of Veterans Affairs shall have the power,

and it shall be [his] the duty of the Departnent of Veterans

pension, and [his] the Departnent of Veterans Affairs' decision

in the matter shall be final
§ 7702. Paralyzed veteran's pension.

(a) Amount and eligibility.--1n addition to any ot her
assi stance provi ded by the Commonweal th and in addition to any
conpensati on provided by the Federal Governnent, every paral yzed
veteran shall be paid a pension of $150 per nonth. Applications
for the pensions shall be made to and in the form prescribed by

the [departnment] Departnent of Veterans Affairs. The [ Adjutant

Ceneral] Departnent of Veterans Affairs shall determ ne the
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eligibility of every applicant for a pension, and [his] the

Departnment of Veterans Affairs' decision in the matter shall be

final.

(b) Regulations.--The [Adjutant General] Departnent of

Veterans Affairs shall pronul gate such regul ati ons as nmay be

necessary to inplenent this program

(c) Definition.--As used in this section the term "paral yzed
veteran" nmeans any person who served in the mlitary or naval
forces of the United States, or any woman's organi zati on
officially connected therewith, and who gave this Comonweal th
as his or her place of residence at the tinme of entering the
mlitary or naval forces of the United States and who, while
perform ng duties connected with such service, suffered an
injury or incurred a disease which resulted in the |oss or |oss
of use of two or nore extrenities. The term does not include any
person separated fromthe mlitary or naval forces of the United
States, or any woman's organi zation officially connected
t herewi t h, under other than honorabl e conditions.

§ 8501. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

["Commission.”™ The State Veterans' Comm ssion established
under section 1702 (relating to State Veterans' Conm ssion).]

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Veterans Affairs of the

Commpnweal th establi shed under section 1802 (relating to

est abl i shnent).

"Eligible veteran.” A former nmenber of the mlitary or naval
service of the United States, or wonen's organization officially

connected therewith, who:

20070H0344B0394 - 53 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

(1) served during a period of war or arned conflict and
was honorably di scharged fromthe armed forces;

(2) died in service or was killed in action during a
period of war or armed conflict; or

(3) as a result of peacetine hostile fire or terrorist
attack as determ ned by the departnent, was killed or
suffered a service-connected disability as certified by the
United States Veterans' Admi nistration and, if surviving, was
honor abl y di scharged fromthe armed forces.

"Emergency."” A sudden or unexpected |oss of incone due to

si ckness, disability, unenpl oynent or other cause beyond the

control of the applicant for energency assistance.

"Surviving dependents.” The follow ng are consi dered

survi ving dependents of a deceased eligible veteran:

(1) The unmarried surviving spouse of the deceased
eligible veteran.

(2) |If there is no unmarried spouse of a deceased
eligible veteran, the unmarried m nor children, children who,
before attaining the age of 18, becane pernanently incapable
of self-support, and children who are | ess than 23 years of
age and are pursuing a full-time course of instruction at an
approved educational institution, provided they were, on the
death of the eligible veteran, dependent on the eligible
veteran for nore than 50% of the cost of their support.

(3) If the eligible veteran is not survived by a spouse
or dependent children, the surviving parents of the eligible
veteran, provided that, on the date of the eligible veteran's
deat h, they were dependent on the veteran for nore than 50%

of the cost of their support.

30 § 8504. Anounts of assistance.
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* * %

(b) Standards.--Subject to the limtation set forth in
subsection (a), [the State Veterans' Conmm ssion shall reconmend]

t he departnent shall establish uniformand equitabl e standards

for the anmounts of veterans' energency assistance.
* %
§ 8505. Appeals.

Any person aggrieved by a decision denying paynent of
vet erans' energency assistance may appeal to the [Adjutant
CGeneral] departnent under provisions of Title 2 (relating to
adm ni strative |law and procedure).

§ 8701. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

["Commission.”™ The State Veterans' Comm ssion established

under section 1702 (relating to State Veterans' Conm ssion).]

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Veterans Affairs of the

Commpnweal th establi shed under section 1802 (relating to

est abl i shnent).

"Educational institution.” Any college or university of the
State System of Higher Education, a State-aided educational or
training institution of a secondary or coll ege grade or other
institution of higher education, a business school, a trade
school, a hospital school providing training for nurses, an
institution providing courses in beauty culture, art, radio or
undertaki ng or enbal m ng, or such other educational training
within this Cormonweal th approved by the comm ssion.

"Eligible disabled or deceased veteran." A person who served

inthe mlitary or naval forces of the United States, or a
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(1) was killed in action or died as a result of wounds
incurred during a period of war or armed conflict or as a
result of hostile fire or terrorist attack during peacetine
(as determned by the Departnment of Mlitary Affairs);

(2) died in service during a period of war or arned
conflict;

(3) was honorably discharged fromthe mlitary or nava
forces of the United States and certified by the United
States Veterans' Admi nistration as a 100% di sabl ed veteran as
a result of service during a period of war or armed conflict
or as a result of hostile fire or terrorist attack (as
determ ned by the Departnment of MIlitary Affairs) during
peaceti ne; or

(4) was honorably discharged fromthe mlitary or nava
forces of the United States and died as a result of a
servi ce-connected disability (as certified by the United
States Veterans' Adm nistration) incurred during a period of
war or arnmed conflict or as a result of peacetine hostile
fire or terrorist attack (as determ ned by the Departnent of
Mlitary Affairs).

"Qualified child." Any child neeting the requirenents of
section 8703 (relating to eligibility and qualification
requirenents).

§ 8702. Educational gratuity payments.

(a) GCeneral rule.--The [conm ssion] departnent shall make
educational gratuity payments not exceedi ng $500 per term or
semester per qualified child to each approved educati onal
i nstitution upon subm ssion by that approved educati onal

institution of proof that bills have been incurred or contracted
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covering matriculation fees and other necessary fees, tuition,
board, roomrent, books and supplies for a qualified child in a
definite anount for the school year.

(b) Records.--The [conm ssion] departnent shall attach the
proof submtted under subsection (a) to the requisition prepared
for paynment out of appropriations nade by the General Assenbly
for purposes of the educational gratuity paynments.

* * %

§ 8703. Eligibility and qualification requirenents.

* x *

(b) Qualification determ nation.--The [conm ssion]
departnment shall determine qualified applicants based on the
foll owi ng requirenents:

(1) The applicant neets the requirenents of subsection

(a).

(2) The applicant is attendi ng an approved educati onal
institution.

(3) The applicant denonstrates a financial need for the
educational gratuity.

(c) Appeal.--Any aggrieved applicant may appeal the decision
of the [comm ssion to the Adjutant General] departnent under the
provisions of Title 2 (relating to adm nistrative |aw and
procedure).

§ 8901. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this chapter
shall have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Blind." Visual acuity of three-sixtieths or ten two-

hundredths, or | ess nornml vision.

["Commission.”™ The State Veterans' Comm ssion established
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under section 1702 (relating to State Veterans' Conm ssion).]

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Veterans Affairs of the

Commpnweal th establi shed under section 1802 (relating to

est abl i shnent).

"Paraplegic.” The bilateral paralysis of the upper or |ower
extremties of the body.
§ 8902. Exenption.

(a) GCeneral rule.--Any citizen or resident of this
Commonweal th shall be exenpt fromthe paynment of all real estate
taxes | evi ed upon any building, including the |and upon which it
stands, occupied by that person as a principal dwelling, if al
of the followi ng requirenents are net:

(1) That person has been honorably di scharged or

rel eased under honorable circunstances fromthe arned forces

of the United States for service in any war or armed conflict

in which this nation was engaged.
(2) As aresult of such mlitary service, that person is
blind or paraplegic or has sustained the |oss of two or nore

i mbs, or has a service-connected disability declared by the

United States Veterans Administration or its successors to be

a total or 100% permanent disability.

(3) The dwelling is owned by that person solely or as an
estate by the entirety.

(4) The need for the exenption fromthe paynment of real
estate taxes has been determ ned by the [State Veterans'

Commi ssi on] depart nent.

(b) Extension of exenption.--The exenption provided in
subsection (a) shall be extended to the unmarried surviving
spouse upon the death of the eligible veteran provided that the

[State Veterans' Comm ssion] departnent determ nes that such
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spouse is in need of an exenption.
[8 8903. Duty of board.

When the conditions specified in section 8902 (relating to
exenption) are determ ned to exist by the board for the
assessnment and revision of taxes, or by a simlar board for the
assessnment of taxes, and upon the receipt by that board of a
certification of need for the tax exenption fromthe comm ssion,
the board shall grant the tax exenption prescribed by section
8902. Notification of the granting of the tax exenption by the
board shall be forwarded to the person who has received the
exenption fromthe paynment of real estate taxes and to the tax-
| evyi ng bodies and tax collectors of all political subdivisions
i nposi ng taxes upon the dwelling of the person granted the
exenption from paynent of real estate taxes.]

§ 8904. Duty of [conmm ssion] departnent.

The [comm ssion] departnent shall:

(1) Fix uniformand equitable standards for determ ning
the need for exenption fromthe paynent of real estate taxes
granted by this act.

(2) After subm ssion of proof of need by the applicant
for the exenption from paynent of real estate taxes,
determ ne the need of the applicant.

(3) Review at | east once every two years all
determ nati ons of need for exenptions fromthe paynent of
real estate taxes which have been granted in order to
determ ne any changes in the econom c status of applicants
beari ng upon the question of need.

(4) Certify the nanme and address and the need for

exenption from paynment of real estate taxes, or termnation

of such need, to the board for the assessnent and revi si on of
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taxes, or simlar board for the assessnment of taxes, having
jurisdiction of the assessnent of the real property owned
solely or as an estate by the entirety and occupied as a
resi dence by the person seeking the tax exenption granted by
this chapter
§ 8905. Appeals.
Any applicant aggrieved by a determ nation of the
[ comm ssion] departnent may appeal that determ nation [to the
Adj ut ant General] under the provisions of Title 2 (relating to
adm ni strative |law and procedure).
§ 9102. Affidavits and acknow edgnents by designated officers.
(a) Designation of certain officers authorized.--Each | ocal
organi zati on of The Anerican Red Cross, The Anerican Legi on,
Veterans of World War | of the U S. A, Inc., Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States, Disabled American Veterans, United
Spani sh War Vet erans, Regul ar Veterans Association, Director of
Veterans Affairs, Jewi sh War Veterans of the United States, the
Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart, the Italian Anerican \War
Veterans of the United States, Incorporated, and such ot her
simlar organizations now or hereafter accredited or recogni zed

by the United States [Veterans Adm ni stration] Departnent of

Veterans Affairs, which supplies such aid and assi stance to

veterans or their dependents, and which gratuitously prepares
forms for veterans and their dependents in connection with their
affairs as such before the United States, any agency thereof, or
t he Commonweal th, any agency or political subdivision thereof,
is hereby authorized to designate one of its officers to take
affidavits or acknow edgnents to such fornms, as may be required
by rule, regulation or otherwise by the United States, any

agency thereof, or the Conmonweal th, any agency or political
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subdi vi sion thereof, in the adm nistration of the affairs of
veterans and their dependents. For the same purposes the
Adj utant Ceneral is authorized to designate one or nore persons

fromthe Departnment of MIlitary Affairs, the Secretary of

Veterans Affairs is authori zed to desi gnate one or nobre persons

fromthe Departnent of Veterans Affairs, and the State Director

of Selective Service is authorized to designate one or nore
persons fromthe Pennsyl vania Sel ective Service System

(b) Appointnment, certification and authority.--Wen any such
of ficer or person is so designated, his nanme, address and
official position shall be furnished to the Secretary of the
Commonweal th, in witing, signed by such designated officer or
person, acconpanied by a certificate of his designation by the
proper authority of such organization, or of the Adjutant

CGeneral, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs or the State Director

of Sel ective Service, as the case may be. Upon receipt of such
witing and certificate in formas herein provided the Secretary
of the Commonweal th, with the approval of the Governor, shal

i ssue under his hand and seal of his office a certificate of
appoi ntment to such designated officer or person which shal
authorize himto take affidavits or acknow edgnents of veterans
and their dependents in connection with their affairs as such
before the United States, any agency thereof, or the
Commonweal t h, any agency or political subdivision thereof. Such
aut hori zed officer or person shall exercise the authority
conferred under the provisions of this section at the pleasure
of the Governor. Each certificate issued as aforesaid by the
Secretary of the Commonweal th shall be nunbered in the order of
date issued, and the Secretary of the Commonwealth i s hereby

authorized to certify such appoi nt nent whenever required.
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* * %

[8 9301. Reports of annual conventions.

(a) Printing and distribution by Comonweal t h. --Wenever the
department commanders of the Grand Arny of the Republic, the
Uni ted Spani sh War Veterans, the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States, the Anerican Legion, the Disabled Anerican
Veterans of the Wrld War, the Veterans of Wrld VWar | of the
US A, Inc., the Arerican Veterans of World War |1 (AWETS),
Mlitary Order of the Purple Heart, Jewi sh War Veterans,
Catholic War Veterans, Inc., The Society of the 28th D vision,

A E.F., the Marine Corps League and the Italian American War
Veterans of the United States, Incorporated, shall report to the
Department of Property and Supplies the proceedi ngs of the
annual encanpnent or conventions of their respective
departnments, with such general and special orders and circul ars
and ot her data which may forma part of said proceedings, then
t he sai d proceedi ngs, so reported, shall be considered
Commonweal th records, and under the direction of the Departnent
of Property and Supplies, shall be printed and bound, and a
printed and bound copy thereof shall be sent to each post or
detachnment in this Comonweal th of the organization of whose
proceedi ngs the sane is a report.

(b) Nunber of copies printed and distributed.--Not nore than
1500 copi es of each of such annual reports shall be printed and
bound, and the bal ance remaining after the distribution provided
for in subsection (a) may be requisitioned as foll ows:

(1) State Librarian, 300 copies.
(2) Legislative Reference Bureau and Senate Library, ten
copi es.

(3) Executive head of the organization of whose
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proceedings it is a report, the remaining copies.]

Section 6. (a) Al personnel, allocations, appropriations,
agreenents, |eases, clainms, demands and causes of action of any
nat ure whether or not subject to litigation on the date of this
section, equipnment, files, records, classified data files,
pl ans, maps, air photographs and all other materials which are
used, enployed or expended in connection with the duties, powers
or functions of the Departnment of MIlitary and Veterans Affairs
relating to veterans' affairs are hereby transferred by this act
to the Departnment of Veterans Affairs with the sane force and
effect as if the appropriations had been made to and said itens
had been the property of the Departnment of Veterans Affairs in
the first instance and if said contracts, agreenents, |eases and
obl i gati ons had been incurred or entered into by the Departnment
of Veterans Affairs.

(b) Al personnel transferred to the Departnent of Veterans
Affairs fromother State departnments and agenci es pursuant to
this act shall retain any civil service or other enploynent
status assigned to said personnel in those departnents or
agencies prior to the effective date of this section.

Section 7. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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