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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 320 %5

I NTRODUCED BY O NEI LL, BENNI NGHOFF, BEYER, BOYD, BUXTON
CALTAG RONE, CAUSER, CLYMER, DALEY, FABRI ZI O, FREEMAN,
GALLOWMAY, GEI ST, GEORGE, G NGRI CH, CGRUCELA, HENNESSEY,
HERSHEY, HESS, LEACH, LEVDANSKY, MACKERETH, MELI O M LLARD
R M LLER, PETRONE, RAPP, REED, SABATI NA, SCAVELLO, SIPTROTH
SOLOBAY, SONNEY, STABACK, STERN, SURRA, SWANGER, TRUE, VEREB
WALKO, WATSON AND YOUNGBLOOD, FEBRUARY 7, 2007

REFERRED TO COWMM TTEE ON | NSURANCE, FEBRUARY 7, 2007

AN ACT

1 Anending the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), entitled "An

2 act relating to insurance; anending, revising, and

3 consolidating the | aw providing for the incorporation of

4 i nsurance conpani es, and the regul ati on, supervision, and

5 protection of hone and foreign insurance conpani es, LI oyds

6 associ ations, reciprocal and inter-insurance exchanges, and

7 fire insurance rating bureaus, and the regul ati on and

8 supervi sion of insurance carried by such conpani es,

9 associ ations, and exchanges, including insurance carried by
10 the State Workmen' s | nsurance Fund; providing penalties; and
11 repealing existing laws," prohibiting discrimnation agai nst
12 vol unt eer ambul ance servi ces.

13 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

14 hereby enacts as foll ows:

15 Section 1. The act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), known
16 as The Insurance Conpany Law of 1921, is anended by adding a

17 section to read:

18 Secti on 635. 2. Di scri m nati on Agai nst Vol unt eer Anbul ance

19 Services Prohibited.--(a) An insurer shall be required to

20 contract with and to accept as a participating provi der any
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willing provider of vol unteer anbul ance services. An insurer

shall not discrin nate agai nst a provi der of vol unteer anbul ance

servi ces who agrees to accept neqoti ated paynment |levels and to

adhere to quality standards establi shed by the insurer.

(b) Whenever a vol unteer anbul ance service is properly

di spatched by a public safety answering point as defined in the

act of July 9, 1990 (P.L.340, No.78), known as the "Public

Saf ety Energency Tel ephone Act,"” any paynent nmade by an insurer

for a claimcovered under a health i nsurance policy for a

service perforned by the vol unteer anbul ance servi ce during such

call shall be paid directly to the vol unt eer ambul ance servi ce,

regardl ess of whether the anbul ance service is a participating

provider with the insurer.

(c) As used in this section:

(1) "lInsurer" neans an entity that is responsi ble for

providing or paying for all or part of the cost of anbul ance

servi ces covered by an insurance policy, contract or plan. An

i nsurer includes an entity subject to:

(i) This act.

(ii) The act of Decenber 29, 1972 (P.L.1701, No.364), known

as the "Health Mai nt enance Organi zati on Act."

(iii) 40 Pa.C.S. Ch. 61 (relating to hospital plan

corporations) or 63 (relating to professional health services

pl an cor porations).

(2) "Volunteer anmbul ance service" means any nonprofit

chartered corporati on, associ ati on or organi zati on |located in

this Commonweal th, which is |licensed by the Departnent of Health

and is not associated or affiliated with any hospital and which

is reqularly engaged in the provision of energency nedi cal

services, including basic |life support or advanced |ife support
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services and the transportati on of patients within this

Commpnweal th. The term shall not include any corporation,

associ ation or organi zation that is prinarily engaged in the

operation of invalid coaches that are i ntended for the routine

nonanbul atory and do not ordinarily require energency nedi ca

treatnent while in transit.

1
2
3
4
5 transport of persons who are conval escent or otherw se
6
7
8

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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