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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 117 Session of

2007

INTRODUCED BY METCALFE, PERRY, BASTIAN, BEAR, BOYD, CAUSER,
CLYMER, COX, CREIGHTON, CUTLER, DENLINGER, EVERETT,
GILLESPIE, GINGRICH, GRELL, HARRIS, HUTCHINSON, KAUFFMAN,
M. KELLER, MACKERETH, MAHER, MANTZ, MARSHALL, McILHATTAN,
MILLARD, R. MILLER, MUSTIO, PYLE, QUIGLEY, RAPP, ROAE, ROCK,
SONNEY, STAIRS, STERN, SWANGER, TRUE, VEREB, YEWCIC, HELM,
MENSCH, O'NEILL, R. STEVENSON, PAYNE, HICKERNELL AND FREEMAN,
FEBRUARY 1, 2007

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, FEBRUARY 1, 2007

AN ACT

1  Amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
2     Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for
3     compensation of certain judges and for exclusive jurisdiction
4     of Supreme Court.

5     The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

6  hereby enacts as follows:

7     Section 1.  Chapter 17 of Title 42 of the Pennsylvania

8  Consolidated Statutes is amended by adding a subchapter to read:

____________9                            SUBCHAPTER C

____________10                            COMPENSATION

____11  Sec.

______________________________12  1741.  Compensation of judges.

_______________________________________________13  1742.  Exclusive jurisdiction of Supreme Court.

________________________________14  § 1741.  Compensation of judges.

__________________________________________________________15     (a)  Supreme Court.--No justice of the Supreme Court shall

________________________________________________________________16  receive any annual salary insofar as that salary is based on any



___________________________________________________________1  increase in the base salary of a circuit court judge of the

______________________________________________________________2  United States Court of Appeals that occurs after the effective

_____________________3  date of this section.

____________________________________________________________4     (b)  Superior Court and Commonwealth Court.--No judge of the

_____________________________________________________________5  Superior Court or Commonwealth Court shall receive any annual

_____________________________________________________________6  salary insofar as that salary is based on any increase in the

_______________________________________________________________7  base salary of a judge of the United States District Court that

________________________________________________8  occurs after the effective date of this section.

__________________________________________________________9     (c)  Other courts.--No judge of a court of common pleas or

___________________________________________________________10  Philadelphia Municipal Court, Philadelphia Traffic Court or

____________________________________________________________11  magisterial district justice shall receive any annual salary

_____________________________________________________________12  insofar as that annual salary is based on any increase in the

___________________________________________________________13  base salary of a United States Magistrate Judge that occurs

_________________________________________14  after the effective date of this section.

_________________________________________________15  § 1742.  Exclusive jurisdiction of Supreme Court.

___________________________________________________16     The Pennsylvania Supreme Court shall have exclusive

________________________________________________________________17  jurisdiction to hear any challenge to or to render a declaratory

_____________________________________________________________18  judgment concerning the constitutionality of this subchapter.

_______________________________________________________________19  The Supreme Court is authorized to take such action as it deems

________________________________________________________20  appropriate, consistent with the Supreme Court retaining

_______________________________________________________________21  jurisdiction over such a matter, to find facts or to expedite a

_____________________________________________________________22  final judgment in connection with such a challenge or request

_______________________23  for declaratory relief.

24     Section 2.  This act shall take effect immediately.
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