PRI NTER S NO. 88

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 63 %5

| NTRODUCED BY BUXTON, GODSHALL, CALTAG RONE, CARRCLL, COHEN
DALEY, GALLOWAY, HALUSKA, HUTCH NSON, M KELLER, KOTI K,
LEVDANSKY, MARSI CO, MELI O MJUSTI O NAILOR, REED, SCAVELLOQ,
SI PTROTH, SOLOBAY, STABACK, STURLA, WALKO, WOJNARGCSKI,
YOUNGBLOOD, GRUCELA, CAPPELLI, KULA, GOODVAN, CGERGELY,
M O BRI EN, FREEMAN, DelLUCA AND PAYNE, JANUARY 30, 2007

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON STATE GOVERNMENT, JANUARY 30, 2007
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AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320), entitled
"An act concerning el ections, including general, nunicipal,
special and primary el ections, the nom nati on of candi dates,
primary and el ecti on expenses and el ection contests; creating
and defining nmenbership of county boards of el ections;

i mposi ng duties upon the Secretary of the Commonweal t h,
courts, county boards of elections, county comr ssioners;

i nposi ng penalties for violation of the act, and codi fying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and
repealing certain acts and parts of acts relating to

el ections,” further providing for the general primary, for
time of circulating nom nation petitions, for place and tine
of filing nom nation petitions and for objections to

nom nation petitions and papers.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 603 of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333,
No. 320), known as the Pennsylvania El ection Code, is anmended by
addi ng a subsection to read:

Section 603. General Prinmary; Candidates to Be Nom nated and
Party Oficers to Be Elected.--* * *

(c.1) Notw thstandi ng subsection (a), the General primry
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for 2008 shall be held on March 4, 2008.

Section 2. Section 908 of the act, anmended Decenber 9, 2002
(P.L.1246, No.150), is anended to read:

Section 908. Manner of Signing Nom nation Petitions; Tinme of
Circulating.--(a) Each signer of a nom nation petition shal
sign but one such petition for each office to be filled, and
shall declare therein that he is a registered and enroll ed
menber of the party designated in such petition: Provided,
however, That where there are to be elected two or nore persons
to the sanme office, each signer nmay sign petitions for as many
candi dates for such office as, and no nore than, he could vote
for at the succeeding election. He shall also declare therein
that he is a qualified elector of the county therein nanmed, and
in case the nom nation is not to be nmade or candi dates are not
to be elected by the electors of the State at |large, of the
political district therein naned, in which the nomnation is to
be made or the election is to be held. He shall add his
resi dence, giving city, borough or township, with street and
nunber, if any, and shall legibly print his nanme and add the
date of signing, expressed in words or nunbers: Provided,
however, That if the said political district named in the
petition lies wholly within any city, borough or township, or is
coextensive with sane, it shall not be necessary for any signer
of a nomnation petition to state therein the city, borough or
townshi p of his residence. No nomi nation petition shall be
circulated prior to the thirteenth Tuesday before the primary,
and no signature shall be counted unless it bears a date affixed
not earlier than the thirteenth Tuesday nor later than the tenth
Tuesday prior to the primary.

(b) Notw thstandi ng subsection (a), no nonination petition
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for the 2008 General primary shall be circul ated prior to

Novenmber 13, 2007, and no signature shall be counted unless it

bears a date affi xed not earlier than Novenber 13, 2007, nor

| ater than Decenber 11, 2007.

Section 3. Section 913(d) of the act, anended August 13,
1963 (P.L.707, No.379), is anended to read:

Section 913. Place and Tinme of Filing Nom nation Petitions;
Filing Fees.--* * *

(d) Al nomnation petitions shall be filed on or before the

tenth Tuesday prior to the primary. Notw thstanding the

foregoing, all nonination petitions for the 2008 General primry

shall be filed on or before Decenber 11, 2007.

* * %

Section 4. Section 977 of the act, anmended February 13, 1998
(P.L.72, No.18), is anmended to read:

Section 977. (Objections to Nom nation Petitions and
Papers.--(a) Al nom nation petitions and papers received and
filed within the periods Iimted by this act shall be deened to
be valid, unless, within seven days after the last day for
filing said nom nation petition or paper, a petition is
presented to the court specifically setting forth the objections
thereto, and praying that the said petition or paper be set
asi de. A copy of said petition shall, within said period, be
served on the officer or board with whom said nom nati on
petition or paper was filed. Upon the presentation of such a
petition, the court shall make an order fixing a tine for
heari ng which shall not be later than ten days after the | ast
day for filing said nom nation petition or paper, and specifying
the tinme and manner of notice that shall be given to the

candi date or candi dates nanmed in the nom nation petition or
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paper sought to be set aside. On the day fixed for said hearing,
the court shall proceed wi thout delay to hear said objections,
and shall give such hearing precedence over other business
before it, and shall finally determ ne said natter not |ater
than fifteen (15) days after the last day for filing said

nom nation petitions or papers. If the court shall find that
said nom nation petition or paper is defective under the

provi sions of section 976, or does not contain a sufficient
nunber of genuine signatures of electors entitled to sign the
same under the provisions of this act, or was not filed by
persons entitled to file the sane, it shall be set aside. If the
objections relate to material errors or defects apparent on the
face of the nom nation petition or paper, the court, after
hearing, may, in its discretion, permt amendnents wthin such
time and upon such ternms as to paynent of costs, as the said
court may specify. In case any such petition is dism ssed, the
court shall nmake such order as to the paynent of the costs of

t he proceedings, including witness fees, as it shall deem just.
If a person shall sign any nom nation petitions or papers for a
greater nunber of candidates than he is permtted under the
provisions of this act, if said signatures bear the sanme date,

t hey shall, upon objections filed thereto, not be counted on any
petition or paper and if they bear different dates, they shal

be counted in the order of their priority of date, for only so
many persons as there are candi dates to be nom nated or el ected.
The office of the Prothonotary of the Commonweal th Court and the
of fice of the Secretary of the Commonweal th and the vari ous

of fices of prothonotary of the court of common pleas shall be
open between the hours of eight-thirty o'clock A M and five

o'clock P.M on the last day to withdraw after filing nom nation
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petitions and on the last day to file objections to nom nation
petitions.

(b) Notw thstandi ng subsection (a), for the 2008 Ceneral

primary, the last day to file objections to a nonm nati on

the court shall rule on objections not |ater than January 11,
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5 petition or paper shall be on or before Decenber 21, 2007, and
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Section 5. This act shall take effect imediately.
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