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AN ACT

Amrending Title 44 (Law and Justice) of the Pennsylvani a
Consol idated Statutes, providing for witness relocation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 44 of the Pennsyl vania Consoli dat ed

Statutes is anended by adding a part to read:

PART 111
PROGRAMS
Chapt er
31. Wtness Relocation
CHAPTER 31

W TNESS RELOCATI ON

Sec.

3101. Definitions.

3102. Admi nistration.

3103. Pr ogr am

3104. Adm ssi on.
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3105. Witness services.

3106. Term nati on.

3107. Confidentiality.

3108. | nmuni ty.

§ 3101. Definitions.

The foll owi ng words and phrases when used in this chapter

shal|l have the neanings given to themin this section unless the

context clearly indicates ot herw se:

"Program " The program established in section 3103 (rel ati ng

to program

"Wtness." An individual having know edge of the existence

or nonexi stence of facts or information relating to a crine. The

term i ncl udes:

(1) An individual who has reported facts or information

to a |l aw enforcenent officer or prosecuting official.

(2) An individual who has been served with a subpoena

i ssued under the authority of the Commonweal t h.

(3) An individual who has given witten or oral

testinony or a statenent in a crinminal matter.

(4) An individual who is deened by the Attorney Ceneral

or the prosecuting official to be a w tness.

§ 3102. Adm nistration.

The Attorney General has the foll owing powers and duti es:

(1) Adnminister the program

(2) Pronul gate procedures and qui delines to adni ni ster

this chapter

8§ 3103. Pr ogr am

The Attorney General shall establish a Statew de w tness

rel ocati on program and nay provide for the rel ocation of a

wi tness, a potential witness, a fam |y nmenber or other person
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1 closely associated with the witness or potential witness in an
2 official proceeding or investigation.

3 § 3104. Admission.

4 (a) Eligibility.--A prosecuting official that determ nes a
5 need for witness relocation may request funding fromthe

6 Attorney CGeneral. In an official proceeding or investigation

7 within this Cotmmonwealth, if the prosecuting official requests
8 that a witness enter the program the Attorney Ceneral nay admit
9 the witness into the program

10 (b) Agreenent.--1f the Attorney General determ nes that a
11 wtness is eligible under subsection (a), the follow ng shall

12 apply:

13 (1) A witness voluntarily participating in the program
14 nust enter into a witten agreenent.

15 (2) Inthe witten agreenent under paragraph (1), the
16 witness nust agree to all of the follow ng:

17 (i) To testify in and provide truthful information
18 to all appropriate |aw enforcenent officials concerning
19 al | appropriate proceedings.

20 (ii) To refrain fromconmmtting a crine.

21 (iii) To take necessary steps to avoid detection by
22 others of the facts concerning the relocation provided to
23 the witness under this chapter.

24 (iv) To conply with Iegal obligations and civil

25 judgnents agai nst the witness.

26 (v) To cooperate with reasonabl e requests of

27 officers and enployees of the Conmonwealth or a political
28 subdi vi sion who _are providing relocation under this

29 chapter.

30 (vi) To designate another person to act as agent for
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t he services of process.

(vii) To make a sworn statenent of all outstanding

| egal obligations, including obligations concerning child

custody and visitation.

(viii) To disclose any probation or parole

responsibilities if the witness is currently under parole

or probation supervision under the | aws of another state.

(ix) To reqularly informthe office of the witness's

activities and current address.

(x) To conply with other conditions requested by the

prosecuting official.

§ 3105. W tness services.

(a) Coordination.--The Attorney CGeneral in cooperation with

the prosecuting official shall coordinate the efforts to secure

rel ocati on services for witnesses in the program

(b)Y Funding.--An appropriation shall be nade to the Attorney

CGCeneral to fund the program

§ 3106. Terni nati on.

(a) Authority.--A witness may be term nated from

partici pation in the program

(b)Y Procedure.--Term nati on under this section i s not

subject to 2 Pa.C.S. Ch. 5 Subch. A (relating to practi ce and

procedure of Commonweal th agencies) and Ch. 7 Subch. A (rel ating

to judicial review of Commonweal th agency acti on).

8 3107. Confidentiality.

Except as otherwi se required by |law or required for the

i mpl enentation of the program information relating to any

W tness participating in the programshall renmain confidenti al

and is not subject to disclosure.

8§ 3108. | nmuni ty.
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The Commonwealth, its officers and enpl oyees, and State or

county prosecuting attorneys or | aw enforcenent agenci es shal

not to provide protection under this chapter.

1
2
3 not be subject to any liability for any decision to provide or
4
5

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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