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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to
conduct a conprehensive Statew de costing-out study
concerning the educational resources and rel ated costs

necessary to support the expectations for academ c

proficiency for all students.

WHEREAS, The General Assenbly is charged under the provisions
of the Constitution of Pennsylvania to provide for a thorough
and efficient system of public education to serve the needs of
t he Commonweal t h; and

WHEREAS, State policies that have established Statew de
academ ¢ standards and assessnents have created in |law the
expectation that all students will achieve defined proficiencies
in core academ c subjects; and

WHEREAS, The goal of the No Child Left Behind | aw providi ng
that all students will denonstrate proficiency in reading,
witing, science and math by 2014 is supported through State

policies in Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, These anbitious expectations for academ c success
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for all students are appropriate and necessary to serve the
interests of each student and the Commonwealth in a time of
changi ng State and nati onal econom es and gl obal conpetition for
our citizens and busi nesses; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th has stated through policy that it
val ues these anbitious expectations for all students and that
students and schools will be held accountable for their
acconpl i shnent; and

WHEREAS, It is inperative that State policynmakers and the
publi ¢ know and understand the educati onal resources and rel ated
costs necessary to support the expectations for academc
proficiency for all students; and

WHEREAS, AlIl children should be afforded access to quality
public education no natter where they live or their famly
i ncone | evel; and

WHEREAS, The Conmonweal th needs to establish and maintain an
effective Statew de system of funding public education;
therefore be it

RESCLVED (the House of Representatives concurring), That the
CGeneral Assenbly direct the Legislative Budget and Fi nance
Committee to conduct or otherwi se provide for a conprehensive
St at ewi de costing-out study to:

(1) Determ ne what educational resources and rel ated
expenditures are required to provide primary and secondary
education for each student in the public schools throughout
this Commonweal th, consistent with the Commonweal th's system
of academ c standards and assessnents.

(2) Consider extraordinary needs of students and school s
attributable to circunstances such as poverty, limted

English proficiency and disabilities;
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1 and be it further

2 RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
3 may hire or retain consultants as necessary to assist in the

4 performance of its duties under this resolution; and be it

5 further

6 RESCLVED, That the Legi sl ative Budget and Finance Comm ttee
7 may issue an interimreport and shall provide a final report of
8 its findings and recommendati ons to the nenbers of the General
9 Assenbly within one year after the adoption of this resolution;
10 and be it further

11 RESCLVED, That upon receipt of the final report, the Ceneral
12 Assenbly shall pronptly review and consi der the recomendati ons
13 of the study and devel op | egislation as deenmed appropriate for
14 its consideration.
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