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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 208 %%

| NTRODUCED BY WOZNI AK, FONTANA, LAVALLE, COSTA, WENGER, O PAKE
BOSCOLA, KITCHEN, PILEGE, ERICKSON, EARLL, D. WH TE, MELLOW
RAFFERTY, STACK, WONDERLI NG C. W LLIAMS, WAUGH AND RHOADES,
JANUARY 3, 2006

AS AVENDED, JUNE 29, 2006
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A RESOLUTI ON
Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to study
the cost-effectiveness of consolidating school districts in

t hi s Commonweal t h.

VHEREAS, This Commonweal t h has 501 school districts that
operate independently with respect to governance, budgetary
matters, procurenent of goods and services, staffing and many
ot her issues; and

WHEREAS, Havi ng so many school districts may be significantly
inefficient froma financial and fundi ng perspective; and

WHEREAS, A reduction in the nunber of school districts may
i nprove the cost-effectiveness of operating the vast public
school systemin this Comonweal th; and

WHEREAS, A conprehensive study on the advant ages and
di sadvant ages of a public school consolidation needs to be
conducted; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate direct the Legislative Budget and

Fi nance Commttee to study reduci ng the nunber of school
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districts in this Commonwealth in order to:
(1) Determ ne whether, by consolidating school
districts, smaller and nore rural districts could save noney

in regards to purchasi ng power of supplies and services.

(2) Analyze whether services could be consolidated, nuch

I i ke many nunici pal services on other |evels, by

consol idating school districts.

(3) Study the effects of consolidation on transportation

i ssues, logistical issues and other situations that may not
be considered on the surface.

(4) Investigate whether, by pooling State noneys
together to provide better services for nore rural school
districts, the Cormonweal th could run a nore efficient and
ultimately a better system of education for its young peopl e.

(5) Evaluate whether, by consolidation of school
districts at the county, internediate unit or other |evel,
| arger school districts could provide nore services such as
ext ensi ve speci al - needs prograns, after-school prograns and
ot her means that poorer districts traditionally cannot
provi de or afford;

and be it further
RESCLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Fi nance Comm ttee
report its findings and recommendations to the Senate no | ater

t han Pecember—31—2006 JUNE 30, 2007.
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