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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 195 5

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, RHOADES, COSTA, VENGER, ERI CKSON, GREENLEAF
KASUNI C, BRI GHTBI LL, MJSTO, LEMMOND, LOGAN, MELLOW WAUGH,
LAVALLE, WXZNI AK, ARMSTRONG, Pl PPY, WONDERLI NG M WH TE,
STACK, RAFFERTY AND BROWNE, OCTOBER 31, 2005

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, OCTOBER 31, 2005
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A RESOLUTI ON

Directing the Joint State Government Comm ssion to study and

of fer an evaluation of the efficacy of directing the 501

school districts of the Comonwealth to engage in group

pur chasi ng of enpl oyee health care benefits.

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vania has 501 different school districts in
67 counties; and

WHEREAS, Each of these school districts has many enpl oyees,
i ncluding, but not limted to, professional, adm nistrative,
clerical, maintenance and custodi al enpl oyees; and

VWHEREAS, Heal th care benefits often include, but are not
limted to, nedical insurance, prescription drug coverage,
dental insurance and a vision plan, and are generally provided
as part of the salary or wages paid to each enpl oyee of these
school districts; and

WHEREAS, Many of our 501 school districts seek out their own
provi ders of enployee health care benefits; and

WHEREAS, These individual plans vary widely in scope and
br eadt h; and
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WHEREAS, The Pennsyl vani a Enpl oyee Benefit Trust Fund
currently adm nisters health care benefits for approxi mately
85, 000 State enpl oyees and 52,000 retirees; and

WHEREAS, Econom es of scal e and group purchasing mght result
in |ower costs for each of our 501 school districts as well as
t he standardi zati on of benefits; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate direct the Joint State Government
Commi ssion to study the current health care benefits, providers
and costs of enployee health care benefits offered by each of
Pennsyl vani a' s 501 school districts; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Joint State Governnment Conmi ssion conpare
benefits currently offered by school districts with benefits
negoti ated for and adm nistered by the Pennsyl vani a Enpl oyee
Benefit Trust Fund; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Joint State Governnent Conm ssion consider
and fornul ate a recommendati on on whether the health care
benefits of Pennsylvania's 501 school districts should be
negoti ated for and adm nistered by the Pennsyl vani a Enpl oyee
Benefit Trust Fund; and be it further

RESCLVED, That the Joint State Governnent Comm ssion report
its findings and recomendation to the Senate no | ater than

November 30, 2006.
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