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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 154 =3

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, BOSCOLA, COSTA, CONTI, GREENLEAF, KI TCHEN
FERLO, RAFFERTY, D. WH TE, REGOLA, ERI CKSON, LOGAN, BROWME,
C. WLLIAMS, RHOADES, MELLOWN WXNI AK, LAVALLE, WAUGH,
TARTAGLI ONE, SCARNATI AND O PAKE, JULY 3, 2005

I NTRODUCED AND ADOPTED, JULY 3, 2005
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A RESOLUTI ON
Menorializing the Congress of the United States to revi ew and
consi der the National Governors Association reconmendati ons
which would allow states to utilize greater flexibility in
their provision of Medicaid services.

WHEREAS, Medicaid is the nation's |argest health care
program providing health and long-termcare services to 53
mllion | owincone pregnant wonen, children, individuals with
di sabilities and seniors; and

WHEREAS, Medicaid is a vital health care safety net and
provi des inportant services to those persons who can get care
fromno other source; and

WHEREAS, Federal and state spending in Medicaid has
experienced a dramatic increase over the past five years because
of increases in casel oads and an increase in costs of health
care services; and

WHEREAS, States devote 22% of their budgets to Medicaid, and

this increasing cost is unsustainable; and

WHEREAS, Congress has passed a budget resol ution that may
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reduce Federal financial participation in the Medicaid program
and

WHEREAS, States' experiences with Medicaid place themin
uni que positions to utilize ways to noderni ze the provision of
benefits while protecting recipients and curtailing overuse and
abuse; and

WHEREAS, The National Governors Association has indicated
t hat cost-sharing, varying benefit packages, inproving
prescription drug plans, changing asset transfer rules,
i nstituting conprehensive waiver reforns, providing for |ocal
managenent of optional Medicaid categories, coordinating chronic
care managenent, providing tax breaks and credits for purchase
of long-termcare insurance and creating |long-termcare
partnershi ps woul d hel p noderni ze and sustain the Medicaid
program therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
menorialize the Congress to review and consider the National
Governors Associ ation recommendati ons which would all ow states
to utilize greater flexibility in their provision of Medicaid
services; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each

menber of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.
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