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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 142 5

| NTRODUCED BY GREENLEAF, O PAKE, M VH TE, CONTI, BOSCCLA,
LEMMOND, KI TCHEN, COSTA, PUNT, FERLO AND BROWNE,
JUNE 24, 2005

REFERRED TO COVMUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT, JUNE 24, 2005
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A RESOLUTI ON

Urging the Governor and the Departnment of Conmunity and Econom c

Devel opnent to establish relations with the nation of Ukraine

in the areas of arts and culture, econom c devel opnent and

travel and tourism

WHEREAS, Ukraine is located in Eastern Europe and borders the
Bl ack Sea between Pol and, Romani a and Ml dova in the west and
Russia in the east; and

WHEREAS, Ukraine is strategically positioned at the
crossroads between Europe and Asia and is the second-|I argest
country in Europe; and

WHEREAS, Ukraine is a republic that gained i ndependence from
the Soviet Union in 1991; and

WHEREAS, The events of the "Orange Revol ution” under the
| eadership of Ukraine's current president, Viktor Yushchenko,
have di smantl ed the concept of oligarchic rule and replaced it
with an irrevocable commtnent to denocracy, rule of law, free

enterprise and equality of opportunity; and

WHEREAS, Ukrai ne has a popul ati on of approximately 47.4
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mllion people, a |and area of 603, 700 square kil onmeters and had
a gross donestic product of $65 billion in 2004; and

WHEREAS, According to the 2000 census, approxi mately 900, 000
Ameri cans of Ukrainian heritage live in the United States; and

WHEREAS, Pennsyl vani a ranks second in the nation with 122, 150
i ndi vi dual s of Ukrainian ancestry, although statistics kept by
Ukr ai ni an churches in Pennsyl vani a suggest that there are tens
of thousands nore Pennsyl vani ans of Ukrai nian heritage; and

VWHEREAS, Anericans of Ukraini an descent have contri buted
significantly to the spiritual, cultural and nmaterial well-being
of the United States and Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, Sone of the first inmgrants from Ukraine to the
United States settled in the anthracite coal mning towns of
Pennsyl vani a; and

WHEREAS, Shenandoah Borough, Schuylkill County, is the
| ocation of the first Ukrainian Catholic Church in the United
States and the Archdi ocese of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Anerica is located in Philadel phia; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is honme to the Ukrainian Heritage
Studi es Center at Manor Junior College in Jenkintown Borough,
Mont gonmery County, which provides opportunities to | earn about
Ukrainian culture and folk art; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is also honme to the Ukrainian
Educational and Cultural Center, a nonprofit organization
| ocated in Jenki ntown, which preserves and pronotes awar eness of
Ukr ai ni an heritage throughout the comunity; and

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania is also hone to the Ukraini an American
Sport Center Tryzub in Horsham Townshi p, Mntgonery County,
whi ch maintains a first-class sports program for Pennsyl vani a

residents and al so preserves, fosters and pronotes UKkrainian
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1 cultural and artistic pursuits; and

2 WHEREAS, Ukraine is rich in fertile soil, and agriculture

3 represents an inportant conponent of the country's econony,

4 simlar to Pennsylvania; and

5 WHEREAS, Li ke Pennsylvania, WUkraine is rich in deposits of

6 anthracite coal, oil and natural gas and has a repository of

7 many mnerals necessary for manufacturing and defense

8 industries, including, but not limted to, cobalt, nickel,

9 copper and nanganese; and

10 WHEREAS, Ukraine is fertile ground for investnment by

11 Pennsyl vani a businesses that will find existing industrial,

12 textile and other conmercial conplexes and a hard-worKking,

13 educated and skilled work force there; and

14 VWHEREAS, | n 2004 Pennsyl vani a exported nore than $10 mllion
15 in goods, including nachinery and transportation equi pnent, to
16 Ukraine; and

17 WHEREAS, A rel ationship between Pennsyl vania and Ukrai ne can
18 devel op and prosper by sponsoring trade m ssions, creating

19 student and faculty exchange prograns, inplenenting technol ogy
20 exchanges and creating a framework for cultural exchange and
21 joint tourism therefore be it
22 RESCLVED, That the Senate urge the Governor and the
23 Departnent of Community and Economi c Devel opnent to establish
24 relations with the nation of Ukraine in the areas of arts and
25 culture, econom c devel opnent and travel and tourism and be it
26 further
27 RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
28 the Governor and the Secretary of Community and Econom c
29 Devel opnent .
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