PRINTER S NO. 856

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE RESOLUTION
No. 125 5

I NTRODUCED BY M VWHI TE, MJSTO, BOSCOLA, ARMSTRONG, COSTA,
TARTAGLI ONE, KI TCHEN, EARLL, ORI E, FERLO, LOGAN, ERI CKSON
GORDNER, O PAKE, VENGER, LEMVOND, RAFFERTY, D. WH TE
PI LEGE , WAUGH, CONTI, RHOADES, SCARNATI, STOUT, CGREENLEAF
Pl PPY, WOZNI AK AND THOVPSON, MAY 26, 2005

REFERRED TO ENVI RONMENTAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY, MNAY 26, 2005
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A RESOLUTI ON

Encouragi ng the Congress of the United States and the United

States Environnental Protection Agency to release funds to

the states fromthe Leaking Underground Storage Tank Trust

Fund.

WHEREAS, In 1989 the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a passed the
Storage Tank and Spill Prevention Act, becom ng one of the
| argest industrial states to regul ate underground storage tanks
to protect ground and surface water and to conply with a Federal
mandate to regul ate these tanks; and

WHEREAS, There are nore than 56,300 underground storage tanks
in the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vania owned by service stations,
farmers, |ocal governnents, petroleum product distributors,
conveni ence stores, small businesses, truck stops and food
mer chants; and

WHEREAS, The owners of underground tanks pay nore than $3.8

mllion in fees every year to support the Storage Tank Program

of the Departnment of Environnmental Protection and now face fee
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i ncreases that would in nost cases triple the existing rates;
and

WHEREAS, The Storage Tank Advisory Conmittee has offered to
work with the Departnment of Environnental Protection to reduce
adm ni strative costs of the Storage Tank Program and

WHEREAS, Underground tank owners in the Comonweal t h of
Pennsyl vania pay nore than $29 million in fees for |eak cl eanup
i nsurance every year to the Underground Storage Tank
I ndemmi fication Fund in response to a Federal nandate to have
spill cleanup coverage; and

WHEREAS, Whil e Pennsyl vani a gasoline and di esel fuel
consuners pay nore than $6.4 million to the Leaki ng Underground
Storage Tank Trust Fund every year, the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vania receives only $1.8 million in return to help fund
t he Storage Tank Program and

WHEREAS, The Leaki ng Under ground Storage Tank Trust Fund now
has a bal ance of nmore than $2 billion that could be allocated to
states to offset the adm nistrative costs of the Storage Tank
Program and

WHEREAS, The Congress is now considering changes to Federal
requi renents covering underground storage tanks that nay inpose
addi ti onal unfunded mandates on states responsible for
adm ni stering Federal storage tank regulations; therefore be it

RESCLVED, That the Senate of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
strongly encourage the Congress and the United States
Envi ronnmental Protection Agency to take the steps necessary to
redistribute nore of the $2 billion in the Leaki ng Underground
Storage Tank Trust Fund to states to offset administrative costs
of the federally mandated program and be it further

RESCLVED, That these actions be acconplished as soon as
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practicable to hel p the Coomonweal th of Pennsylvania avoid
unnecessary fee increases for owners of underground storage
tanks; and be it further

RESCLVED, That copies of this resolution be transmtted to
the adm ni strator of the Environnental Protection Agency, to the

presiding officers of each house of Congress and to each nenber
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of Congress from Pennsyl vani a.

E4L82MRD/ 20050S0125R0856 - 3 -



