PRI OR PRI NTER S NO. 1856 PRINTER S NO. 1942

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1224 %55

| NTRODUCED BY VENGER, WAUGH, WONDERLI NG, PUNT AND COSTA,
JUNE 19, 2006

SENATOR VENGER, APPROPRI ATI ONS, AS AMENDED, JUNE 26, 2006

OCO~NOUITARWNE

AN ACT

Amendi ng the act of May 15, 1945 (P.L.547, No.217), entitled, as
anended, "An act relating to the conservation of soil, water
and related natural resources and | and use practices
contributing to soil wastage and soil erosion; providing for
t he organi zation of the various counties into conservation
districts; the appointnment of their officers and enpl oyes;
and prescribing their powers and duties; creating the State
Conservati on Commi ssion in the Departnent of Environnental
Resources and fixing its powers and duties relative to the
adm nistration of this act; providing financial and | egal
assi stance to such conservation districts and the conmm ssi on;
and aut hori zing county governi ng bodies to nake
appropriations thereto; providing for disposition and
operation of existing districts; and repealing existing
| aws, " further providing for Conmonweal th appropriations.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 14 of the act of May 15, 1945 (P.L.547,
No. 217), known as the Conservation District Law, reenacted and
anended Decenber 19, 1984 (P.L.1125, No.221), is anmended to
read:

Section 14. [Conmonweal th Appropriations.--] Funding.--(a)

The CGeneral Assenbly of the Conmonweal th shall appropriate from

time to tine as may be necessary, noneys out of the General Fund
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[to the State Conservation Conmm ssion for its use in
adm nistering] to adm nister the provisions of this act.

(b) There is created a special pepn-ltapsing fund in the State <—

Treasury to be known as the Conservation District Fund. State

funds appropriated te—anyageneyof the Comronwealth for <—
assistance to | ocal conservation districts shall be placed <—
DEPOSI TED in the fund. Al noney plaeced in the fund and the <—
interest it accrues are appropriated to the conm ssion en—=a <—

continuing basis for allocation to the conservati on districts

for activities necessary to neet the requirenments of this act.

(c) The fund may be suppl enented by noneys recei ved fromthe

foll ow ng sources:

(1) State funds appropriated to conservati on districts or

t he conm ssi on.

(2) Federal funds appropriated to conservation districts,

t he conm ssi on or other agencies of the Commobnweal t h.

(3) Prograns del egated to or contracted to conservati on

districts by any agency of the Commonweal th.

(4) Proceeds fromthe sale of any bonds nade avail able to

t he conm ssi on.

(5) G fts and other contributions from public and private

sources.

(6) Fees ANY FEES CO.LECTED BY THE COWM SSI ON. <—

(d) The conm ssion shall have the duty and authority to do

all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Adopt criteria and procedures for the all ocation of

nmoneys in the fund.

(2) Create accounts within the fund for the purposes of

provi di ng funding for the prograns authori zed by this act.

(3) Provide for provisions to nake advance paynents and
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rei nbursenents to conservation districts for approved purposes.

(4) WNMake paynents to conservation districts or any agency

desi gnated by the conmi ssion in accordance with the requirenents

of the fundingageney AGENCY FOR VH CH THE FUNDS ORI G NATED

(e) Funds allocated to conservation districts shall be used

oenly for costs associated with i npl enenti ng prograns del egat ed

or contracted by the Conmmonweal th, environnental educati on er,

prograns to protect the environnent approved by the conmm ssion

OR FOR ACTIVITI ES NECESSARY TO MEET THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI' S

ACT.

(f) For the purposes of this section, a conservati on

district shall be exenpt from State contracti ng gui deli nes and

eliqgible for advances—andexpedited ADVANCE fundi ng.
(g) The fund shall not be subject to 42 Pa.C.S. Ch. 37

Subch. C (relating to judicial conputer system

(H THE MONEY IN THE FUND SHALL ONLY BE USED FOR THE

pur poses authorized by this act and shall not be transferred or

diverted to any ot her purpose.

Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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