HOUSE AVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1617, 1679 PRINTER S NO. 1835

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1150 *%%

I NTRODUCED BY PI PPY, REGOLA, D. VH TE, ROBBI NS, FONTANA,
ERI CKSON, JUBELI RER, CORMAN, RHOADES, RAFFERTY, LOGAN,
Pl CCOLA, ARMSTRONG, PILEGE, STOUT, BOSCOLA, BROME, STACK,
TOWLI NSON, CGREENLEAF AND C. WLLI AMS5, MARCH 20, 2006

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
JUNE 14, 2006

O (o0} ~ » GORrWNEF

N T N S N e
N~ o oo A WN - O

AN ACT

Amrending Titles 18 (Crinmes and O fenses) and 42 (Judiciary and
Judi ci al Procedure) of the Pennsylvani a Consol i dated
Statutes, providing for offense of pretesting DEMONSTRATI NG <—
at a commenorative service and for conmenorative service
protest- DEMONSTRATI ON acti on. <—
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed

Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 7517. Commenorative servi ce protest DEMONSTRATI ON activities. <—

(a) Leqgislative intent.--The General Assenbly finds and

decl ares that:

(1) Fanmlies have a substantial interest in organi zi ng

and attendi ng conmenorati ve services for deceased rel ati ves.

(2) The interests of fanmlies in privately and

peacefully nourning the | oss of deceased rel atives are

vi ol at ed when conmenorati ve services are tarqgeted for
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pi cketi ng and ot her public denpnstrati ons.

(3) Picketing of conmenorative services causes enoti onal

di sturbance and distress to grieving fanilies who partici pate

in conmenprative Services.

(4) Full opportunity exists under the terns and

provi sions of this section for the exerci se of freedom of

speech and other constitutional rights at times other than

wi thin one hour prior to, during and one hour follow ng the

conmenpr ati ve servi ces.

(b) O fense defined.--A person commits a ni sdeneanor of the

third degree if the person engages i n protest DEMONSTRATI ON <—

activities within 500 feet of any cenetery, nortuary, church or

other | ocation being utilized for the purposes of a

commenprati ve service within one hour prior to, during and one

hour foll owi ng the conmenprati ve servi ce.

(c) Definitions.--As used in this section, the foll owi ng

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Commenorative service." An event involving the gathering of

i ndi vi dual s who assenbl e:

(1) At a cenetery or other |ocation during aburial THE <—

BURI AL, FUNERAL, CEREMONY or nenorial service fer COF a <—

speci fi c deceased person, to nourn or honor the deceased

person or to pay respect to the famly of the deceased

(2) In a building during the view ng, VISITATION, <—

BURI AL, FUNERAL, CEREMONY or nenorial service of a specific

deceased person, to noburn or honor the deceased person or to

pay respect to the fanily of the deceased person.

(3) To participate in a procession to a cenetery,
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bui l ding or other | ocation in which a view ng, burial <—

VI SI TATI ON, BURI AL, FUNERAL, CEREMONY or nenorial service of <—

a specific deceased person is to be conducted, to nourn or

honor the deceased person or to pay respect to the fanmly of

t he deceased person.
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15 "DEMONSTRATI ON ACTIVITIES." ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG <—
16 (1) ANY PICKETING OR SIM LAR CONDUCT.

17 (2) ANY ORATION, SPEECH OR USE OF SOUND AMPLI FI CATI ON

18 EQUI PMENT OR DEVICE OR SIM LAR CONDUCT THAT IS NOT PART CF A

19 COVMEMORATI VE_SERVI CE

20 (3) THE DI SPLAY OF ANY PLACARD, SI G\, BANNER, FLAG OR

21 SIMLAR DEVI CE, UNLESS SUCH DI SPLAY IS PART OF A

22 COVMEMORATI VE_SERVI CE

23 (4) THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF ANY HANDBI LL, PAMPHLET, LEAFLET

24 OR OTHER WRI TTEN OR PRI NTED MATTER, OTHER THAN A PROGRAM

25 DI STRI BUTED AS PART OF A COWEMORATI VE SERVI CE

26 Section 2. Title 42 is anended by adding a section to read:

27 8§ 8319 8320. Conmenorative service protest DEMONSTRATI ON <—
28 action.

29 (a) CGuvil action.--1n addition to any other right of action

30 and any other renedy provided by |aw, an indivi dual aggrieved by
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1 the offense defined in 18 Pa.C.S. 8 7517 (relating to

2 comenorative service protest DEMONSTRATI ON activities) may

3 bring a civil action in any court of conpetent jurisdiction to

4 obtain appropriate relief.

5 (b) General relief.--1n a civil action brought under this

6 section, the aggrieved individual nmay recover general and

7 special damages, including danages for enotional distress,

8 punitive danages, reasonable attorney fees and other costs

9 associated with the litigation, and such other relief that the
10 court deens necessary and proper.
11 (c) Injunctive relief.--Upon a showi ng of cause for the
12 issuance of injunctive relief, a court may issue tenporary
13 restraining orders, prelimnary injunctions and pernmanent
14 injunctions as may be appropriate under this section. During any
15 period that an action under this section is pending, a court my
16 order the cessation of the activity fornmng the basis of the
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Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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