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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1150 *%%

| NTRODUCED BY PI PPY, REGOLA, D. VWH TE, ROBBI NS, FONTANA,
ERI CKSON, JUBELI RER, CORMAN, RHOADES, RAFFERTY, LOGAN,
Pl CCOLA, ARMSTRONG, PILEGE, STOUT, BOSCOLA, BROME, STACK,
TOWLI NSON, CGREENLEAF AND C. WLLI AMS5, MARCH 20, 2006

SENATOR GREENLEAF, JUDI Cl ARY, AS AVENDED, APRIL 4, 2006
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AN ACT

) ) ) ) -
AﬁendFngr;ﬁPLeT%8—eGFF#e?—and—GﬁFens?s}—e??Phe—Pe?nsyL¥anka
a—comerorati-ve-service—
AVENDI NG TI TLES 18 (CRI MES AND OFFENSES) AND 42 (JUDI Cl ARY AND <—
JUDI Cl AL PROCEDURE) OF THE PENNSYLVANI A CONSOLI DATED
STATUTES, PROVI DI NG FOR OFFENSE OF PROTESTI NG AT A
COMMVEMORATI VE SERVI CE AND FOR COMVEMORATI VE SERVI CE PROTEST
ACTI ON.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Title 18 of the Pennsyl vania Consol i dat ed
Statutes is anmended by adding a section to read:

8 7517. Commenorative service protest activities.

(a) Leqgislative intent.--The General Assenbly finds and

decl ares that:

(1) Fanmlies have a substantial interest in organi zi ng

and attendi ng conmenorati ve services for deceased rel ati ves.

(2) The interests of fanmlies in privately and

peacefully nourning the | oss of deceased rel atives are

vi ol at ed when conmenorati ve services are tarqgeted for
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pi cketi ng and ot her public denpnstrati ons.

(3) Picketing of conmenorative services causes enoti onal

di sturbance and distress to grieving fanilies who partici pate

in conmenprative Services.

(4) Full opportunity exists under the terns and

provi sions of this section for the exerci se of freedom of

speech and other constitutional rights at times other than

wi thin one hour prior to, during and one hour follow ng the

conmenpr ati ve servi ces.

(b) O fense defined.--A person commits a ni sdeneanor of the

third degree if the person engages in protest activities within

500 feet of any cenetery, nortuary, church or other | ocation

being utilized for the purposes of a conmenprative service

wi thin one hour prior to, during and one hour follow ng the

conmenprati ve servi ce.

() (C) Definitions.--As used in this section, the following <—

wor ds and phrases shall have the neani ngs given to themin this

subsecti on:

"Commenorative service." An event involving the gathering of

i ndi vi dual s who assenbl e:

(1) At a cenetery or other |ocation during a burial or

menorial service for a specific deceased person, to nourn or

honor the deceased person or to pay respect to the fanmly of

t he deceased person.

(2) In a building during the viewing or nenorial service

of a specific deceased person, to nourn or honor the deceased
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1 person_or to pay respect to the famly of the deceased

2 person.

3 (3) To participate in_a procession to a cenetery,

4 building or other location in which a view ng, burial or

5 nenorial service of a specific deceased person is to be

6 conducted, to nmourn or honor the deceased person or to pay

7 respect to the famly of the deceased person.

8 "Protest activities." Any of the follow ng:

9 (1) Loud and raucous noise which causes unreasonabl e

10 distress to the persons attending a conmenorative service.

11 (2) Direct abusive epithets, display of visual inages
12 that convey fighting words or any threateni ng gesture which
13 shoul d be known or reasonably known to provoke a viol ent

14 reaction by another.

15 (3)  Conduct intended to disturb or disrupt a

16 conmenorative service.

17 SECTION 2. TITLE 42 IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SECTI ON TO READ: <—
18 § 8319. COMVEMORATI VE SERVI CE PROTEST ACTI ON.

19 (A) CVIL ACTION.--1N ADDI TION TO ANY OTHER RI GHT OF ACTI ON
20 AND ANY OTHER REMEDY PROVI DED BY LAW AN | NDI VI DUAL AGERI EVED BY
21 THE OFFENSE DEFINED IN 18 PA.C.S. 8 7517 (RELATING TO
22 COVMEMORATI VE SERVI CE PROTEST ACTIVITIES) MAY BRING A CVIL
23 ACTION I N ANY COURT OF COVPETENT JURI SDI CTI ON TO OBTAI N
24 APPROPRI ATE RELI EF
25 (B) GENERAL RELIEF.--1N A CIVIL ACTI ON BROUGHT UNDER THI S
26 SECTION, THE AGGRI EVED | NDI VI DUAL NAY RECOVER GENERAL AND
27 SPECI AL DAMAGES, | NCLUDI NG DAMAGES FOR EMOTI ONAL DI STRESS,
28 PUNI TI VE DANVAGES, REASONABLE ATTORNEY FEES AND OTHER COSTS
29 ASSOCI ATED WTH THE LI TI GATI ON, AND SUCH OTHER RELI EF THAT THE

30 COURT DEEMS NECESSARY AND PROPER
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(© I NJUNCTIVE RELIEF. --UPON A SHOW NG OF CAUSE FOR THE

| SSUANCE OF | NJUNCTI VE RELIEF, A COURT MNAY | SSUE TEMPORARY

RESTRAI NI NG ORDERS, PRELI M NARY | NJUNCTI ONS AND PERVANENT

I NJUNCTI ONS_AS MAY BE APPROPRI ATE UNDER THI S SECTI ON.  DURI NG ANY

ORDER THE CESSATION OF THE ACTIVITY FORM NG THE BASIS OF THE

1
2
3
4
5 PER OGD THAT AN ACTI ON UNDER THI S SECTI ON IS PENDI NG A COURT MNAY
6
7
8

Section 2 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days. <—
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