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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1081 55

| NTRODUCED BY ROBBI NS, D. WHI TE, PI PPY, FONTANA, WVENGER, PUNT,
JUBELI RER, O PAKE, THOWPSON, LEMVOND, A. WLLI AMS, TOWL.I NSON
CORVAN, C. WLLIAMS, ERICKSON, M WH TE, TARTAGLI ONE, EARLL,
PI LEGE, BOSCOLA, ORI E, GREENLEAF, GORDNER, MJUSTO, KI TCHEN,
MELLOW RHOADES, RAFFERTY, WAUGH, SCARNATI, WONDERLI NG
FERLO, KASUNI C, PI CCOLA, COSTA, REGOLA AND ARMSTRONG,
JANUARY 23, 2006

SENATOR TOMLI NSON, APPROPRI ATI ONS, RE- REPORTED AS AMENDED,
FEBRUARY 6, 2006
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AN ACT
Amending Title 51 (Mlitary Affairs) of the Pennsylvania

Consol idated Statutes, defining "conbat zone"; and further

providing for limtations and eligibility in educational

assi stance program

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 3202 of Title 51 of the Pennsylvani a
Consol i dated Statutes is anmended to read:

8§ 3202. EHigibility.

(a) General rule.--A Pennsylvania National Guard nmenber is
eligible to receive a public service educational grant under
this chapter if the nmenber neets all of the follow ng
eligibility criteria:

(1) The nenber is a qualified resident of this

Commpnweal t h.

(2) [The] Except as otherw se provided in subsection (c)
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and section 3206(b)(relating to limtations), the nenber is a

menber in good standing and has been a satisfactory

partici pant in Pennsylvania National Guard activities for a

m ni mum servi ce period established by the Adjutant General.

(3) The nenber has enrolled as a student in an approved
program of education at an approved institution of higher
| ear ni ng.

(b) Additional eligibility criteria for full-time student
assi stance grants.--1n addition to the eligibility criteria
specified in subsection (a), a student nust neet the follow ng
eligibility criteria to qualify for a full-tinme student
assi stance grant:

(1) The nenber does not possess a baccal aureate degree.

(2) The nenber accepts an obligation to serve in the
Pennsyl vani a National Guard for a period of six years from
the date of entry into the program by enlistnent,
reenlistnment, extension of enlistment or execution of a
service conmm tent.

(3) The nenber has enrolled as a full-tinme student in an
approved program of education at an approved institution of
hi gher | earni ng.

(4) The nenber is not receiving a Reserve Oficer
Trai ni ng Corps (ROTC) Schol arshi p, excluding a Guaranteed
Reserve Forces Duty Schol arshi p.

(c) Discharge for disability incurred in the |line of duty.--

A Pennsyl vani a Nati onal Guard nenber who is di scharged for

medi cal disability AFTER SEPTEMBER 11, 2001, shall remain <—

eligible to receive a public service educational grant under

this chapter if the nmenber nmeets all of the foll ow ng

eligibility criteri a:
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(1) The nedical disability was incurred in the |ine of

duty and was not the result of m sconduct.

(2) The nedical condition giving rise to the di scharqge

did not exist prior to the nenber entering service in the

Pennsyl vani a Nati onal Guard.

(3) The nedical disability was i ncurred whil e perform ng

aut horized mlitary duty other than basic training, advanced

i ndi vidual training or other equivalent initial training.

(4) The forner nmenber recei ved an honorabl e di schar ge

for nedi cal reasons.

(5) The fornmer nmenber had accepted an obligation to

serve in the Pennsyl vania National Guard for a m ni num peri od

of service established by the Adjutant General and was

qualified to have fulfilled such service obligati on but for

the nedical disability that resulted in discharge.
(6} The forrer nenber comences the nenber' s full-tine <—
. : | it hi : i cal
el | I he full_t] . :

| it hi . F i cal_disc .
(6) THE FORMVER MEMBER COVMENCES A FULL-TIME OR PART-TIME <—

COURSE OF STUDY WTHI N TWO YEARS COF MEDI CAL DI SCHARGE OR

WTH N TWO YEARS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF TH S SUBSECTI ON

SUCH COURSE OF_ STUDY HAVI NG A COVPLETI ON DATE OF NOT MORE

THAN SI X YEARS FOLLOW NG THE DATE OF MEDI CAL DI SCHARGE FOR

VEMBERS DI SCHARGED FOR MEDI CAL DI SABILITY ON OR AFTER THE

EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SUBSECTI ON, OR OF NOT_MORE THAN Sl X

YEARS FOLLOW NG THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THI S SUBSECTI ON FOR

VEMBERS DI SCHARGED FOR A MEDI CAL DI SABI LI TY AFTER SEPTEMBER

11, 2001, AND BEFORE THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S SUBSECTI ON.

The Adjutant General may for good cause extend these
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1 deadl i nes when the forner nenber’'s disability is shown to

2 require additional tinme for the forner nenber to conmence_ or
3 conplete a course of study.

4 (7) The former nenber neets all eligibility criteria

5 specified in subsections (a) and (b) except nenbership in the
6 Pennsyl vani a Nati onal Guard.

7 Section 2. Section 3206(b) of Title 51, amended Decenber 22,
8 2005 (P.L.441, No.82), is anended to read:

9 § 3206. Limtations.

10 * x *

11 (b) Active duty.--

12 (1) Except as otherw se provided in paragraph (2) or

13 (3), no grant paynents shall be made under this chapter

14 except during the eligible nenber's termof service as a

15 menber in good standing of the Pennsylvania National Guard.
16 (2) For eligible nenbers who were called or ordered to
17 active Federal service or active State duty under section 508
18 (relating to active State duty for energency) after Septenber
19 11, 2001, the deadline for maki ng grant paynents shall be
20 extended for one additional nmonth for each nonth or part of
21 nmont h of such service after the nenber is discharged or
22 rel eased under honorable conditions fromthe Pennsyl vani a
23 Nat i onal Cuard.
24 (3) For nenbers discharged because of a disability
25 incurred in the line of duty who are eligible under section
26 3202(c) (relating to eligibility), the deadline for mnaking
27 grant paynents shall be six—years—afterthe renber-s nedical <—
28 di-secharge—: <—
29 (1) SI X YEARS AFTER THE MEMBER S MEDI CAL DI SCHARGE
30 FOR MEMBERS DI SCHARGED FOR A MEDI CAL DI SABILITY ON OR
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1 AFTER THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S PARAGRAPH

2 (II) SIX YEARS FO.LOWN NG THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF TH S

3 PARAGRAPH FOR MEMBERS DI SCHARGED FOR A MEDI CAL DI SABILITY

4 AFTER SEPTEMBER 11, 2001, AND BEFORE THE EFFECTI VE DATE

5 OF TH S PARAGRAPH

6 Section 3. The anendnent or addition of 51 Pa.C. S. 88§

7 3202(a)—and—{c)—and-3206(b)—shaH—apply—to- <«
8 H—CGrants—avwarded—tor—any—eourse—eb—study—cormenced—on

9 or—after—May—1,-2006-

12 3202(A) AND (C) AND 3206(B) SHALL APPLY TO GRANTS AWARDED FOR <—
13 ANY COURSE OF STUDY COMMVENCED ON OR AFTER MAY 1, 2006.
14 Section 4. This act shall take effect immediately.
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