HOUSE AVENDED
PRI OR PRI NTER S NOS. 1451, 1621 PRINTER S NO. 1944

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 104355

| NTRODUCED BY D. WHI TE, GREENLEAF, KASUNI C, LAVALLE, FONTANA,
CORMAN, ROBBINS, BOSCOLA, COSTA, PUNT, MJSTO, RAFFERTY,
M VH TE, MADI GAN, VENGER, WAUGH, PIPPY, O PAKE, TARTAGLI ONE,
MELLOW WONDERLI NG ERI CKSQN, LEMMOND, KI TCHEN, BROWNE,
STACK, REGOLA, PICCOLA, C. WLLIAMS AND ARMSTRONG,
JANUARY 19, 2006

AS AVENDED ON THI RD CONSI DERATI ON, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES,
JUNE 26, 2006
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AN ACT

Amending Title 51 (Mlitary Affairs) of the Pennsylvania
Consol idated Statutes, further providing for ASSCCH ATI ON <—
GROUP LI FE | NSURANCE FOR PENNSYLVANI A NATI ONAL GUARD AND FOR
tuition costs and fees for children and spouses of deceased
sol di ers.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:

) . ) e Tied Y I ) -
SECTION 1. SECTIONS 3105 AND 3503 OF TI TLE 51 OF THE <

PENNSYLVANI A CONSOLI DATED STATUTES ARE AMENDED TO READ:
§ 3105. ASSQOCI ATI ON GROUP LI FE | NSURANCE FCOR PENNSYLVAN A
NATI ONAL GUARD.
(A)  VOLUNTARY PARTI Cl PATI ON FOR GROUP LI FE | NSURANCE. - - THE

ADJUTANT GENERAL MAY APPROVE | SSUANCE OF GROUP LI FE | NSURANCE TO
NONPROFI T MEMBERSHI P ASSOCI ATI ONS FOR MEMBERS OF THE



1 PENNSYLVANI A NATI ONAL GUARD, SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOW NG
2 REQUI REMENTS:

3 (1) THE MEMBERS ELI G BLE FOR | NSURANCE UNDER THE POLI CY
4 SHALL ALL BE MEMBERS OF THE PENNSYLVANI A NATI ONAL GUARD OR

5 THEI R SPOUSES OR DEPENDENTS. A MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANI A

6 NATI ONAL GUARD WHO BECOMES | NSURED UNDER THI S PROGRAM WHI LE A
7 MEMBER MAY CONTI NUE THE | NSURANCE, | NCLUDI NG GROUP TERM LI FE
8 | NSURANCE, AFTER DI SCHARGE OR RETI REMENT FROM THE

9 PENNSYLVANI A NATI ONAL GUARD.

10 (2) THE PREM UM FOR THE POLI CY SHALL BE PAID BY THE

11 | NDI VI DUAL MEMBERS OF THE PENNSYLVANI A NATI ONAL GUARD OR

12 THEI R SPOUSES OR DEPENDENTS WHO ELECT TO PARTI Cl PATE I N THE
13 | NSURANCE PLAN El THER BY DI RECT PAYMENT OR BY ALLOTMENT FROM
14 M LI TARY PAY. AN | NDI VI DUAL FAM LY MEMBER MAY | NSURE HI S

15 SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT W THOUT THEI R S| GNATURE OR APPROVAL.

16 (3) THE POLICY MUST COVER AT LEAST 25 MEMBERS OF THE

17 PENNSYLVANI A NATI ONAL GUARD AT THE TI ME OF | SSUE.

18 (4) THE AMOUNTS OF | NSURANCE UNDER THE POLICY MUST NOT
19 EXCEED [ $100, 000] $400, 000 PER | NDI VI DUAL | NSURED MEMBER AND
20 [ $25, 000] $100, 000 PER | NSURED SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT.

21 (5) PARTI Cl PATI ON | N THE | NSURANCE PLAN MUST BE

22 VOLUNTARY.

23 (6) EXCEPT AS OTHERW SE PROVI DED BY THI'S SECTI ON, THE

24 POLI CY OR POLI CI ES MUST COWPLY W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE ACT
25 OF MAY 11, 1949 (P.L.1210, NO.367), REFERRED TO AS THE GROUP
26 LI FE | NSURANCE POLI CY LAW AND BE APPROVED BY THE | NSURANCE
27 COWM SSI ONER AND THE ADJUTANT GENERAL.

28 (7) THE SAME POLICY CAN BE MADE AVAI LABLE TO ANY

29 PENNSYLVANI A RESI DENT WHO |'S A MEMBER OF A RESERVE COVPONENT
30 OF THE ARMVED FORCES.
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(B) CGROUP LIFE | NSURANCE FOR ELI G BLE MEMBERS. - - THE ADJUTANT

GENERAL SHALL APPROVE | SSUANCE OF GROUP LI FE | NSURANCE TO

NONPROFI T MEMBERSHI P ASSOCI ATI ONS FOR ELI G BLE MEMBERS OF THE

PENNSYLVANI A NATI ONAL_ GUARD, SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOW NG

(1) FOR ELI G BLE MEMBERS OF THE PENNSYLVANI A NATI ONAL

GQUARD, THE COMVONWEALTH SHALL PAY PREM UMS NOT OTHERW SE PAI D

BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SO THAT ELI G BLE MEMBERS HAVE LI FE

I NSURANCE COVERAGE EQUAL TO THE NMAXI MUM AVAI LABLE

SERVI CEMEMBERS' GROUP_ LI FE | NSURANCE COVERAGE. PREM UM

PAYMENTS NMAY TAKE ONE OF THE FOLLOW NG FORNMES:

(1) PURCHASE OF COVERAGE UNDER SUBSECTION (A) IN AN

AMOUNT _EQUAL TO THE DI FFERENCE BETWEEN:

(A)  THE MAXI MUM COVERAGE UNDER THE FEDERAL

SERVI CEMEMBERS' GROUP_ LI FE | NSURANCE PROGRAM _AND

(B) THE AMOUNT OF SERVI CEMEMBERS' GROUP LI FE

I NSURANCE COVERAGE PAI D BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.

(1) PAYMENT OR REI MBURSEMENT OF THE DI FFERENCE | N

PREM UMS TO THE ELI G BLE MEMBERS OF THE PENNSYLVAN A

NATI ONAL GUARD.

(2) INTHE CASE OF AN ELIG BLE MEMBER OF THE

PENNSYLVANI A NATI ONAL_ GUARD VWHO WAS KILLED IN THE LI NE OF

DUTY AFTER SEPTEMBER 11, 2001, AND BEFORE THE EFFECTI VE DATE

OF TH S SUBSECTI ON, THE COMVONWEALTH SHALL PAY THE DESI GNATED

BENEFI Cl ARY OF THE MEMBER OR, ITF NONE, THE MEMBER S NEXT OF

KIN, AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THE GREATER OF THE PREM UMS PAI D FOR

SERVI CEMEMBERS' GROUP LI FE | NSURANCE COVERAGE FOR THE PERI GD

THE ELI G BLE MEMBER WAS DEPLOYED OR, |F THE MEMBER DI D NOT

ELECT THE MAXI MUM COVERAGE, THE DI FFERENCE BETWEEN THE

MAXI MUM COVERAGE IN EFFECT AT THE TIME THE ELI G BLE MEMBER

WAS KILLED AND THE AMOUNT OF COVERAGE ELECTED BY THE MEMBER.
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(3) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROMULGATE REGULATI ONS FOR THE

ADM NI STRATION OF TH S SUBSECTI ON.

(€ DEFINITION.--AS USED IN THI' S SECTION, THE TERM "ELI G BLE

MVEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANI A NATI ONAL_ GUARD' SHALL MEAN:

(1) MEMBERS OF THE PENNSYLVANI A NATI ONAL GUARD ORDERED

TO ACTIVE FEDERAL SERVICE FOR A PERIGD OF 30 OR MORE

CONSECUTI VE _DAYS VHI LE PREPARI NG TO DEPLOY, DEPLOYED AND

DEMOBI LI ZI NG FROM DEPLOYMENT, TO AREAS OR OPERATI ONS

DES| GNATED BY THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AS "ZONES OF COVBAT"

OR " COVBAT OPERATI ONS"; AND

(2)  MEMBERS OF THE PENNSYLVANI A NATI ONAL GUARD ORDERED

TO ACTI VE STATE DUTY FOR EMERGENCI ES UNDER SECTI ON 508

(RELATI NG TO ACTI VE DUTY FOR EMERGENCY) OR 35 PA.C.S. § 7601

(RELATI NG TO COVWPACT ENACTED) FOR A PERI OD CF 30 OR MORE

CONSECUTI VE_DAYS.

§ 3503. Tuition [credit] waiver for children and spouses of

deceased sol di ers.

(a) [Ceneral rule] Children.--The children of nenbers of the

Pennsyl vani a National Guard who were killed or die as a result
of injuries received while [in State active duty] perform ng

duty in an official duty status authori zed under Federal or

State law shall be entitled to a [50% tuition credit] waiver of

all tuition costs and fees remai ning after recei pt of other

schol ar shi ps and educati on benefits and Federal and State

grants, including, but not limted to, educational gratuities

for which the children are or nay be eligi ble under the act of

Decenber 16, 1998 (P.L.980, No.129), known as the Police

Oficer, Firefighter, Correction Enpl oyee and Nati onal Guard

Menber Child Beneficiary Education Act, at all Pennsyl vania

St at e-owned col | eges or universities [or], approved trade
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schools, State-related institutions of higher |earning or

community colleges in this Conmonweal th for a period not

exceedi ng ei ght senmesters or four years, whichever is greater

In order to be eligible for waiver of tuition and fees under

this section, the nenber of the Pennsyl vania Nati onal Guard nust

have been a bona fide resident of Pennsylvania at the tine of

his death and the nmenber's chil dren nust be bona fide residents

of Pennsylvania, eliqgible for resident tuition at the

institution to which they have applied, at the tine they apply

for the tuition and fee wai ver.

(a.1) Spouses.--The spouse of a nmenber of the Pennsyl vani a

Nati onal Guard who was killed or dies as a result of injuries

received while performng duty in an official duty status

aut hori zed under Federal or State |law shall be entitled to a

wai ver of all tuition costs and fees remai ning after receipt of

ot her schol arshi ps and educati on benefits and Federal and State

grants at any Pennsyl vani a St at e-owned col | ege or university,

approved trade school, State-related institution of higher

| earning or conmmunity college in this Cormonweal th for a period

not exceedi ng ei ght senesters or four years, whichever is

greater. A spouse shall be eligible for a waiver of all tuition

costs and fees renmaining after recei pt of other schol arshi ps and

educati on benefits and Federal and State grants under this

subsection for a period not to exceed ten yvears fromthe date

the nmenber is killed or dies as a result of injuries while in

Federal or State active duty or until the spouse renarries,

whi chever occurs first. In order to be eliqgible for waiver of

tuition and fees under this section, the nenmber of the

Pennsyl vani a Nati onal Guard nust have been a bona fide resident

of Pennsylvania at the tine of his death and the nenber's spouse
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nmust be a bona fide resident of Pennsylvania, eligible for

resident tuition at the institution to which the spouse has

applied, at the tine the spouse applies for the tuition and fee

(b) Departnent to adm nister program --The departnent shal
adopt rules and regulations to carry out the provisions of this

section and shall adm nister the tuition [credit] cost and fee
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Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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