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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1006 >

| NTRODUCED BY ERI CKSON, GREENLEAF, PUNT, FONTANA, MJSTO, COSTA,
ORI E, RAFFERTY, M VWH TE, LOGAN, EARLL, TARTAGLIONE, PILEGE ,
LEMVOND, O PAKE, GORDNER, BOSCOLA, RHOADES, WAUGH, KI TCHEN
MELLOW VANCE, MADI GAN, TOM.I NSON, SCARNATI AND CONTI,
NOVEMBER 14, 2005

REFERRED TO PUBLI C HEALTH AND WELFARE, NOVEMBER 14, 2005
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AN ACT
Providing for the allocation of funds to county nmental health
and nmental retardation prograns and for cost-of-1iving

adj ustnments and for the pronul gation of rules and

regul ati ons.

WHEREAS, The care of Pennsylvanians with nental illness and
mental retardation has been a core responsibility of State
government for nore than a century; and

WHEREAS, The adoption of the Mental Health and Ment al
Ret ardati on Act of 1966 established a comrunity-based system of
supports and services for people with nmental disabilities; and

WHEREAS, Since 1966 the Conmmonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a has
i npl enented a policy of de-institutionalization, shifting the
focus of care fromlarge State-operated facilities to small,
comuni ty- based honmes and services; and

VWHEREAS, The conmmunity-based system today provides over $3

billion of services annually to hundreds of thousands of people

with mental illness or people with nental retardation; and
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WHEREAS, The conti nued devel opnent and operation of this
comuni ty- based system of supports and services requires the
adoption by the Commonweal th of Pennsylvania of a fiscal policy
that consistently supports said system and

WHEREAS, The value of the State's funding for this community-
based system of supports and services has declined by over 33%
during the past ten years, resulting in a significant erosion in
the quality and quantity of services avail able through the
comunity system

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Conmunity
Mental Health and Mental Retardation Program Services and
Supports Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
Commonweal t h.

"Secretary."” The Secretary of Public Welfare of the
Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Allocation of funds.

At the beginning of each fiscal year, the secretary shal
all ocate to county nental health and nental retardation prograns
an aggregate anount of funds not |ess than the aggregate anount
all ocated to county nmental health and nental retardation
prograns in the prior fiscal year, plus the anpbunt necessary to

provide full-year funding of all initiatives included in the

2005051006B1344 - 2 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

prior fiscal year's allocation, plus the anbunt necessary to
provi de funds for a cost-of-living adjustnment to assure the
heal th, safety and effective care of people served in the
communi ty-based nental health and nental retardation system
Section 4. Cost-of-living adjustnent.

The cost-of-living adjustnment shall be equal to the Hone
Heal th Mar ket Basket Index, or a successor index should this one
be renaned or otherw se nodified, published in the Federal
Regi ster for the prior Federal fiscal year, tines the sumof the
aggregate anmount allocated to counties in the prior fiscal year
pl us the amount necessary to provide full-year funding of al
initiatives included in the prior fiscal year's allocation to
counti es.

Section 5. Use of increased funds.

Fundi ng al |l ocated by the secretary to counties for a cost-of-
living adjustment shall only be utilized to increase the rates
or amounts of funding for existing community-based nmental health
and nental retardation services.

Section 6. Admnistrative costs.

Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provisions of this act, the
departnent shall annually increase all existing allocations nade
to county nental health and nental retardation prograns for the
pur poses of adm ni stering such prograns by the sane cost - of -
living adjustnment defined in section 4.

Section 7. Rules and regul ations.

The departnent shall pronul gate regul ati ons necessary for the
i npl enentation of the provisions of this act within 90 days of
the effective date of this act.

Section 8. Effective date.

This act shall take effect Decenber 1, 2006, or immediately,
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1 whichever is later.
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