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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 966 %%

I NTRODUCED BY PI CCOLA, BRI GHTBI LL, WONDERLI NG, VENGER, RAFFERTY,
ORI E, TOWLI NSON, RHOADES, REGOLA AND SCARNATI
OCTOBER 24, 2005

REFERRED TO EDUCATI ON, OCTOBER 24, 2005
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AN ACT
Amendi ng the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), entitled "An
act relating to the public school system including certain
provi sions applicable as well to private and parochi al
school s; anendi ng, revising, consolidating and changi ng the
laws relating thereto,” further providing for the Ofice for

Safe Schools and for reporting by school entities.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1302-A(b) of the act of March 10, 1949
(P.L.30, No.14), known as the Public School Code of 1949, added
June 30, 1995 (P.L.220, No.26), is anended to read:

Section 1302-A. Ofice for Safe Schools.--* * *

(b) The office shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:

(1) To coordinate antiviolence efforts between school,
prof essi onal, parental, governnental, |aw enforcenent and
comunity organi zati ons and associ ati ons.

(2) To collect, devel op and di ssem nate infornmation,

policies, strategies and other information to assist in the

devel opnent of prograns to inpact school violence.
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(3) To provide direct training to school enployes, parents,
| aw enforcenent officials and communities on effective neasures
to conmbat school viol ence.

(4) To advise school entities and nonpublic schools on the
devel opnent of policies to be used regardi ng possessi on of
weapons by any person, acts of violence and protocols for
coordination with and reporting to | aw enforcenent officials and
t he Departnent of Educati on.

(5) (i) To develop forns to be used by school entities for
reporting incidents involving acts of violence and possessi on of
weapons on school property.

(ii) The office shall convene an advi sory conmittee which

shall include a police chief, school superintendent, school

principal, district attorney, solicitor of a school district and

an i n-school probation officer to devel op the school viol ence

form The advisory commttee shall be convened no | ater than

sixty (60) days after the effective date of this subparagraph.

* * %

Section 2. Section 1303-A of the act, anmended June 25, 1997
(P.L.297, No.30), is anended to read:

Section 1303-A. Reporting.--[(a) The office shall conduct a
one-time survey of all school entities to determ ne the nunber
of incidents involving acts of violence on school property and
all cases involving possession of a weapon by any person on
school property which occurred within the last five (5) years.
The survey shall be based on the best available information
provi ded by school entities.]

(b) Al school entities shall report all [new] incidents
i nvol ving acts of violence, possession of a weapon or

possessi on, use or sale of controlled substances as defined in
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the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), known as "The
Control |l ed Substance, Drug, Device and Cosnetic Act," or
possessi on, use or sale of alcohol or tobacco by any person on
school property at |east once a year, as provided by the office,
on a formto be devel oped and provided by the office. The form
shal | incl ude:

(1) Age or grade of student.

(2) Nane and address of school.

(3) GCircunstances surrounding the incident, including type
of weapon, controlled substance, al cohol or tobacco.

(4) Sanction inposed by the school.

(4.1) A list of crimnal offenses which shall include:

(i) The followi ng offenses under 18 Pa.C.S. (relating to

crines and of fenses):

Section 908 (relating to prohibited offensi ve weapons).

Section 912 (relating to possessi on of weapon on school

Chapter 25 (relating to crim nal hom cide).

Section 2701 (relating to sinple assault).

Section 2702 (relating to aggravated assault).

Section 2705 (relating to reckl essly endangeri ng anot her

Section 2706 (relating to terroristic threats).

Section 2709(rel ati ng to harassnment).

Section 2709.1 (relating to stal ki nqg).

Section 2901 (relating to kidnappinq).

Section 2902 (relating to unlawful restraint).

Section 3121 (relating to rape).

Section 3122.1 (relating to statutory sexual assault).

Section 3123 (relating to i nvoluntary devi ate sexual
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i nt ercourse).

Section 3124.1 (relating to sexual assault).

Section 3125 (relating to aggravated i ndecent assault).

Section 3126 (relating to i ndecent assault).

Section 3127 (relating to i ndecent exposure).

Section 3301 (relating to arson and rel ated of fenses).

Section 3307 (relating to instituti onal vandalism.

Section 3502 (relating to burgl ary).

Section 3503 (relating to crimnal trespass).

Section 5501 (relating to riot).

Section 5502 (relating to failure of disorderly persons to

di sperse upon official order).

Secti on 5503 (relating to di sorderly conduct).

Section 6110.1 (relating to possession of firearmby mnor).

Section 6305 (relating to sale of tobacco).

Section 6306.1 (relating to use of tobacco in schools

pr ohi bi ted).

Section 6308 (relating to purchase, consunpti on, possessi on

or transportation of liqguor or malt or brewed beverages).

(ii) A felony offense under "The Controll ed Substance, Drugq,

Devi ce and Cosnetic Act."

(iii) Attenpts, solicitation or conspiracy to commt any of

the offenses listed i n subparagraphs (i) and (ii).

(iv) Any other offense not set forth i n subparagraph (i),

(ii) or (iii) which was conmm tted on school property.

(5) Notification of |aw enforcenent.

(6) Renedial prograns invol ved.

(7) Parental involvenent required.

(8) Arrests, convictions and adjudications, if known.

If a person other than a student is involved, the report shal
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state the relationship of the individual involved to the school
entity.

(b.1) Prior to subnmission to the office, school entities

shall submt the school violence report to the police departnent

with jurisdiction over the rel evant school buil di ng and school

property. The police departnent shall review the report and

conpare the data reqgarding crimnal offenses and notificati on of

| aw enforcenent to deternine its accuracy. |If the police

departnent deternines that the report does not accurately

reflect police incident data, the police departnent shall notify

the school entity. The school entity shall review the

information in an attenpt to resol ve di screpanci es and subnit a

report to the office which is agreed to by both parties. If a

di screpancy conti nues to exist, the police departnent shal

notify the office. The office shall devel op a procedure and

forms for use by police departnents for submtting i nformati on

pursuant to this subsecti on.

(c) [Al school entities shall devel op a nenorandum of
understanding with |l ocal |aw enforcenent which sets forth
procedures to be foll owed when an incident involving an act of
vi ol ence or possession of a weapon by any person occurs on
school property. Law enforcenent protocols shall be devel oped in
cooperation with local |aw enforcenent and the Pennsyl vani a

State Police.] Al school entities shall enter into a nenorandum

of understanding with police departnents having jurisdiction

over schools and school property of the school entity. The

menor andum of under st andi ng shall be signed by the

superi ntendent and princi pals of each school building of the

school entity. The nenorandum of under standi ng shall incl ude:

(1) Protocol for school notification of the police
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departnent regarding crines conmtted on school property.

(2) Energency and nonenergency response by the police

depart nent.

(3) The procedure for police departnent revi ew of school

viol ence reports prior to filing with the office.

(4) A procedure for the resolution of school violence data

di screpancies prior to filing of the school violence report with

the office.

(5) Additional matters pertaining to crine prevention aqgreed

to between the school entity and the police departnent.

(d) A principal or superintendent who intentionally fails to

report acts of violence to police departnents as required by

this section shall be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed

two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500), as deterni ned by the

departnent and sancti ons pursuant to the act of Decenber 12,

1973 (P.L.397, No.141), known as the "Professi onal Educator

Discipline Act." A principal or superintendent who intentionally

falsifies a report subnmtted under this act shall be subject to

prosecution for a violation of 18 Pa.C.S. § 4904 (relating to

unsworn falsification to authorities) and sancti ons pursuant to

the "Professional Educator Discipline Act."

Section 3. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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