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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 880 *%%”

| NTRODUCED BY FONTANA, MELLOW COSTA, LOGAN, ORI E, O PAKE,
TARTAGLI ONE, RAFFERTY, EARLL, C. WLLIAM5, WOZN AK, STOUT,
BOSCOLA AND STACK, SEPTEMBER 28, 2005

REFERRED TO AG NG AND YOUTH, SEPTEMBER 28, 2005

AN ACT
1 Anending Title 23 (Donestic Relations) of the Pennsyl vania
2 Consol idated Statutes, further providing, in provisions
3 relating to child abuse of students in public and private
4 school s, for reports of suspected child abuse by school
5 enpl oyees, for duties of adm nistrators and school enpl oyees,
6 for investigation of such reports, for responsibilities of
7 county agencies, for information in Statew de central
8 regi ster and for other related provisions.
9 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
10 hereby enacts as foll ows:
11 Section 1. Sections 6352(a)(1) and (2), 6353(a) and (b),
12 6353.1(b)(1) and (3), 6353.2(a) and (b), 6353.3 and 6353.4 of
13 Title 23 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes are anended
14 to read:

15 § 6352. School enployees.

16 (a) Requirenent.--

17 (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), a school

18 enpl oyee who has reasonabl e cause to suspect, on the basis of
19 prof essional or other training and experience, that a student

20 com ng before the school enployee in the enpl oyee's
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prof essional or official capacity is a victimof [serious
bodily injury or sexual abuse or sexual exploitation] child

abuse by a school enpl oyee shall imediately contact the
adm ni strator.

(2) |If the school enployee accused of [seriously
injuring or sexually abusing or exploiting a student]

comm tting child abuse is the adm nistrator, the school

enpl oyee who has reasonabl e cause to suspect, on the basis of
prof essional or other training and experience, that a student
com ng before the school enployee in the enpl oyee's

prof essional or official capacity is a victimof [serious
bodily injury or sexual abuse or sexual exploitation] child

abuse shall inmediately report to |law enforcenent officials
and the district attorney under section 6353(a) (relating to
adm nistration). If an adm nistrator is the school enployee
who suspects [injury or] child abuse, the adm ni strator shal

make a report under section 6353(a).
* x *
§ 6353. Administration.

(a) Requirenent.--An adm nistrator and a school enpl oyee
governed by section 6352(a)(2) (relating to school enpl oyees)
shall report imediately to | aw enforcenent officials and the
appropriate district attorney any report of [serious bodily

injury or sexual abuse or sexual exploitation] child abuse

al l eged to have been conmmtted by a school enpl oyee against a
st udent .
(b) Report.--A report under subsection (a) shall include the
foll owi ng informtion:
(1) Nane, age, address and school of the student.

(2) Nane and address of the student's parent or
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1 guar di an.

2 (3) Nane and address of the adm nistrator.

3 (4) Nane, work and hone address of the school enpl oyee.
4 (5) Nature of the alleged [offense] child abuse.

5 (6) Any specific conments or observations that are

6 directly related to the alleged [incident] child abuse and

7 t he individuals invol ved.

8 * x *

9 § 6353.1. Investigation.

10 * x *

11 (b) Referral to county agency. --

12 (1) |If local law enforcenent officials have reasonabl e
13 cause to suspect on the basis of initial review that there is
14 evi dence of [serious bodily injury, sexual abuse or sexual

15 exploitation] child abuse commtted by a school enployee

16 agai nst a student, l|local |aw enforcenent officials shal

17 notify the county agency in the county where the all eged

18 child abuse [or injury] occurred for the purpose of the

19 agency conducting an investigation of the alleged child abuse
20 [or injury].
21 * x *
22 (3) The county agency and | aw enforcenent officials have
23 the authority to arrange for photographs, nedical tests or X-
24 rays of a student alleged to have been [abused or injured] a
25 victimof child abuse conmitted by a school enpl oyee. The
26 county agency and | aw enforcenent officials shall coordinate
27 their efforts in this regard and, to the fullest extent
28 possi bl e, avoid the duplication of any photographs, nedical
29 tests or X-rays.
30 * x *
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8§ 6353.2. Responsibilities of county agency.
(a) Information for the pending conplaint file.--Inmediately

after receiving a report under section 6311(b) (relating to

persons required to report suspected child abuse), 6312

(relating to persons pernitted to report suspected child abuse)

or 6353.1 (relating to investigation), the county agency shal
notify the departnment of the receipt of the report, whichis to
be filed in the pending conplaint file as provided in section
6331(1) (relating to establishnment of pending conplaint file,
Statewi de central register and file of unfounded reports). The
oral report shall include the follow ng information:
(1) The nanme and address of the student and the
student's parent or guardi an.
(2) Were the suspected child abuse [or injury]
occurred.
(3) The age and sex of the student.
(4) The nature and extent of the suspected child abuse
[or injury].

(5) The nanme and hone address of the school enpl oyee

injury].

(7) The source of the report to the county agency.

(8) The actions taken by the county agency, |aw
enforcenment officials, parents, guardians, school officials
or other persons, including the taking of photographs,
nmedi cal tests and X-rays.

(b) Investigation of reports.--Upon receipt of a report

under section 6311(b), 6312 or 6353.1, the county agency shal

20050S0886B1166 - 4 -



© o0 N oo o A~ wWw N P

N ORNN N RN NN N NN R B P B R R R R R
© O N o U~ W N B O © 0 N 0o o M W N B O

30

commence, within the tine frames established in departnent
regul ations, an investigation of the nature, extent and cause of
The county agency shall coordinate its investigation to the
full est extent possible with | aw enforcenment officials as
provi ded in section 6353.1(b).
* x *
§ 6353.3. Information in Statew de central register.

The Statew de central register established under section 6331
(relating to establishnment of pending conplaint file, Statew de
central register and file of unfounded reports) shall retain
only the following information relating to reports of child
abuse [or injury] of a student by a school enpl oyee which have
been determ ned to be a founded report for school enployee or an
i ndi cated report for school enployee:

(1) The nanes, Social Security nunbers, age and sex of

t he subjects of the report.

(2) The hone address of the subjects of the report.
(3) The date and the nature and extent of the all eged

(4) The county and state where the child abuse [or
i njury] occurred.
(5) Factors contributing to the child abuse [or injury].
(6) The source of the report.
(7) Wether the report is a founded or indicated report.
(8) Information obtained by the department in relation
to the school enployee's request to rel ease, amend or expunge
i nformation retai ned by the departnent or the county agency.
(9) The progress of any |egal proceedi ngs brought on the

basis of the report.
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1 (10) Wether a crimnal investigation has been
2 undertaken and the result of the investigation and of any
3 crimnal prosecution.
4 § 6353.4. O her provisions.
5 The foll owi ng provisions shall apply to the rel ease and
6 retention of information by the departnment and the county agency
7 concerning reports of child abuse [or injury] commtted by a
8 school enpl oyee as provided by this subchapter:
9 Section 6336(b) and (c) (relating to information in
10 St atewi de central register).
11 Section 6337 (relating to disposition of unfounded
12 reports).
13 Section 6338(a) and (b) (relating to disposition of
14 founded and indicated reports).
15 Section 6339 (relating to confidentiality of reports).
16 Section 6340 (relating to release of information in
17 confidential reports).
18 Section 6341(a) through (f) (relating to anmendment or
19 expunction of information).
20 Section 6342 (relating to studies of data in records).
21 Section 2. This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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