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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 695 5

| NTRODUCED BY KASUNI C, O PAKE, MJUSTO, WOXZNI AK, COSTA, KI TCHEN,
LAVALLE, STQUT, ERICKSON, C. WLLIAVM5, FERLO AND BOSCOLA,
MAY 23, 2005

REFERRED TO VETERANS AFFAI RS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS,
MAY 23, 2005
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AN ACT
Providing for grants to persons for property damaged or
destroyed by disasters; establishing the basis for the
grants; and nmaki ng an appropriation.

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Disaster
Rel i ef Act.

Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shall
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnment.” The Departnent of Public Welfare of the
Commonweal t h.

Section 3. Disaster relief program

(a) Program--The departnent shall adm nister a program

whi ch provi des enmergency funds to residents of counties stricken



1 by disasters which are the subject of Federal energency

2 declarations.

3 (b) Eligibility.--An applicant's request for funding shal

4 be subject to the follow ng eval uati on:

5 (1) Upon receipt and approval of sworn application by

6 any homeowner for nonbusi ness or nonfarmreal property

7 damaged or destroyed, or any homeowner or tenant of prem ses
8 rented as a primary residence for personal property damaged

9 or destroyed in a declared disaster, the departnent may nake
10 an individual grant to cover a portion of the adjusted | oss.
11 (2) The adjusted |loss shall be the total eligible |oss,
12 i ncludi ng those | osses covered by a | oan which nust be repaid
13 by the applicant, m nus any anount received by or due the

14 applicant fromprivate insurance and Federal or State grants
15 and shall not include any insurance deductible paid by the

16 appl i cant.

17 (3) Total eligible |oss shall be any | oss from damage to
18 an owner-occupied primary residence and any | oss from danage
19 to personal property, including clothing, household
20 furni shings and appliances incurred by a honeowner in the
21 homeowner' s owner-occupi ed primary residence or incurred by a
22 tenant in rented prem ses as a prinmary residence. Eligible
23 | oss shall not include any item used principally for
24 recreational purposes.
25 (4) Applicants whose househol d i ncone does not exceed
26 300% of the Federal poverty incone guidelines shall be
27 eligible to participate in this grant program The applicant,
28 in order to be eligible for this programby reason of a |oss
29 in a declared disaster nust have registered at a disaster
30 assi stance center, unless extenuating circunstances prevented
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t he applicant from doing so. Extenuating circunstances shal

be determ ned on an individual basis.

(5) The amount of the grant shall be determned in
accordance with the foll ow ng schedul e:

(1) Seventy-five percent of the adjusted | oss for
individuals or famlies with inconme |Iess than 150% of the
Federal poverty |evel.

(1i) Fifty-five percent of the adjusted |oss for
individuals or famlies with inconmes between 150% and
300% of the Federal poverty |evel.

(iii) No grant shall exceed $12, 500.

(c) Limtation on eligibility.--1f the real property was
condemmed under em nent domai n proceedi ngs and where the neasure
of damage is cal cul ated under section 602 of the act of June 22,
1964 (Sp.Sess., P.L.84, No.6), known as the Em nent Domai n Code,
the property owner shall not be eligible for a grant under
subsection (b) for property for which conpensation is granted in
t he em nent domai n proceedi ngs.

(d) Adm nistration.--The departnment shall adm nister the
programin the follow ng manner:

(1) Al grants under this act shall be adm nistered by
the departnent in pronpt fashion.

(2) Applications shall be available to disaster victins
wi thin 60 days of the effective date of this act.

(3) |If sufficient funds are not allocated under this
act, distribution of the grants shall be on a pro rata basis.
(e) Regulations.--The departnent shall promul gate

regul ations to adm nister and enforce this act.
(f) Penalty.--A person nmaking a fal se clai munder the

provi sions of this act shall be subject to a penalty in the
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anount of three tinmes the anbunt of the grant with interest of
6% fromthe date of the grant. This penalty may be enforced by
the Comonweal th in an assunpsit action and collected in the
manner that other debts due and owi ng the Commonweal th are

col | ect ed.

Section 4. Appropriation.

The sum of $25, 000, 000, or as nuch thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated to the Departnent of Public
Wel fare for the fiscal year July 1, 2005, to June 30, 2006, to
carry out the provisions of this act.

Section 5. Applicability.

This act shall apply to all disasters for which a
Presidential Declaration was issued on or after the effective
date of this act.

Section 6. Effective date.

This act shall take effect inmediately.
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