PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 793 PRINTER S NO. 1238

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 665 %

| NTRODUCED BY PI LEGE , ERI CKSON, RAFFERTY, EARLL, COSTA,
M VH TE, O PAKE, THOVPSON AND WOZNI AK, MAY 10, 2005

SENATOR THOMPSQN, APPROPRI ATI ONS, RE- REPORTED AS AMENDED
OCTOBER 18, 2005
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AN ACT

Amrending Title 20 (Decedents, Estates and Fiduciaries) of the
Pennsyl vani a Consolidated Statutes, further providing for the

grant of H-mted letters of adm nistration and for the <—

adm ni stration of estates.
The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

her eby enacts as foll ows:
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SECTION 1. SECTI ONS 3155, 3159 AND 3311 OF TITLE 20 OF THE
PENNSYLVANI A CONSOLI DATED STATUTES ARE AMENDED TO READ:

§ 3155. PERSONS ENTI TLED.

(A) LETTERS TESTAMENTARY. - - LETTERS TESTAMENTARY SHALL BE
GRANTED BY THE REGQ STER TO THE EXECUTCOR DESI GNATED IN THE WLL,
WHETHER OR NOT HE HAS DECLI NED A TRUST UNDER THE W LL.

(B) LETTERS OF ADM NI STRATI ON. - - LETTERS OF ADM NI STRATI ON
SHALL BE GRANTED BY THE REGQ STER, IN SUCH FORM AS THE CASE SHALL
REQUI RE, TO ONE OR MORE OF THOSE HEREI NAFTER MENTI ONED AND,
EXCEPT FOR GOOD CAUSE, I N THE FOLLOW NG ORDER:

(1) THOSE ENTI TLED TO THE RESI DUARY ESTATE UNDER THE

WLL.

(2) THE SURVI VI NG SPOUSE.
(3) THOSE ENTI TLED UNDER THE | NTESTATE LAW AS THE

REG STER, IN H' S DI SCRETI ON, SHALL JUDGE W LL BEST ADM NI STER

THE ESTATE, G VI NG PREFERENCE, HOWEVER, ACCORDI NG TO THE

SIZES OF THE SHARES OF THOSE IN TH S CLASS.

(4) THE PRI NCl PAL CREDI TORS OF THE DECEDENT AT THE TI ME

OF H S DEATH.

(5) OTHER FIT PERSONS.
(6) | F ANYONE OF THE FOREGO NG SHALL RENOUNCE HI' S RI GHT

TO LETTERS OF ADM NI STRATI ON, THE REG STER, IN H' S

DI SCRETI ON, MAY APPO NT A NOM NEE OF THE PERSON SO RENOUNCI NG
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I N PREFERENCE TO THE PERSONS SET FORTH | N ANY SUCCEEDI NG
PARAGRAPH.

(7) A GUARDI ANSHI P SUPPCRT AGENCY SERVI NG AS GUARDI AN OF

AN | NCAPACI TATED PERSON WHO DI ES DURI NG THE GUARDI ANSHI P

ADM NI STERED PURSUANT TO SUBCHAPTER F COF CHAPTER 55 ( RELATI NG

TO GUARDI ANSHI P SUPPORT) .

(8) A REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY FORMED PURSUANT TO THE ACT

OF_NMAY 24, 1945 (P.L.991, NO 385), KNOMWN AS THE URBAN

REDEVELOPNVENT _LAW

(C) TIME LIM TATI ON. - - EXCEPT W TH THE CONSENT OF THOSE
ENUVERATED | N PARAGRAPHS (1), (2) AND (3), NO LETTERS SHALL BE

| SSUED TO THOSE ENUMERATED | N [ PARAGRAPHS (4) AND (5)] PARAGRAPH

(4), (5) OR (8) OF SUBSECTION (B) UNTIL [SEVEN] 30 DAYS AFTER

THE DECEDENT' S DEATH.
(D) DEATH CHARGCES. - - NOTW THSTANDI NG THE PROVI SI ONS OF
SUBSECTI ONS (A) AND (B), THE REQ STER SHALL NOT GRANT LETTERS

TESTAMENTARY OR LETTERS OF ADM NI STRATI ON TO ANY PERSON CHARGED,

WHETHER BY | NDI CTMENT, | NFORVATI ON OR OTHERW SE, BY THE UNI TED
STATES, THE COMMONVWEALTH OR ANY OF THE SEVERAL STATES, W TH
VOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER OR HOM CI DE, EXCEPT HOM Cl DE BY VEH CLE,
I N CONNECTI ON W TH A DECEDENT' S DEATH UNLESS AND UNTI L THE
CHARCE IS W THDRAWN, DI SM SSED OR A VERDI CT OF NOT GQUILTY IS
RETURNED.
§ 3159. LETTERS OF ADM NI STRATION D.B.N. OR D.B.N.C. T. A

(A)  CGENERAL RULE. - -WHEN AN ENTI RE VACANCY OCCURS I N THE

OFFI CE OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATI VE BEFORE ADM NI STRATION | S
COWPLETED, THE REGQ STER, IN A CASE OF | NTESTACY, SHALL GRANT
LETTERS OF ADM NI STRATI ON DE BONI'S NON, AND I N THE CASE OF
TESTACY, LETTERS DE BONI S NON CUM TESTAMENTO ANNEXO, TO THE
PERSON OR PERSONS ENTI TLED THERETO.
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(B) EXCEPTI ON. - - WHEN A REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY HAS BEEN

APPO NTED AS ADM NI STRATOR, BUT THE ENTI RE ESTATE HAS NOT BEEN

ADM NI STERED, A REGQ STER MAY GRANT LETTERS OF ADM NI STRATI ON DE

BONLS NON TO THE PERSON OR PERSONS ENTI TLED THERETO W TH REGARD

TO THE REMAI NDER OF THE ESTATE. LETTERS OF ADM NI STRATI ON DE

BONLS NON GRANTED UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL ONLY ENTITLE THE

PERSON OR PERSONS TO ADM NI STER THAT PORTI ON OF AN ESTATE, NOT

I NCLUDI NG REAL ESTATE, THAT REMAI NS.

§ 3311. POSSESSI ON OF REAL AND PERSONAL ESTATE; EXCEPTI ON.
(A) PERSONAL REPRESENTATI VE. - - A PERSONAL REPRESENTATI VE

SHALL HAVE THE RI GHT TO AND SHALL TAKE POSSESSI ON OF, MNAI NTAIN
AND ADM NI STER ALL THE REAL AND PERSONAL ESTATE OF THE DECEDENT,
EXCEPT REAL ESTATE OCCUPI ED AT THE TI ME OF DEATH BY AN HEI R OR
DEVI SEE W TH THE CONSENT OF THE DECEDENT. HE SHALL COLLECT THE
RENTS AND | NCOVE FROM EACH ASSET IN H S POSSESSI ON UNTIL IT IS
SOLD OR DI STRI BUTED, AND, DURI NG THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE
ESTATE, SHALL HAVE THE RI GHT TO MAI NTAI N ANY ACTI ON W TH RESPECT
TO I T AND SHALL MAKE ALL REASONABLE EXPENDI TURES NECESSARY TO
PRESERVE | T. THE COURT MAY DI RECT THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATI VE TO
TAKE POSSESSI ON OF, ADM NI STER AND NMAI NTAI' N REAL ESTATE SO
OCCUPI ED BY AN HEIR OR A DEVISEE | F TH S | S NECESSARY TO PROTECT
THE RI GHTS OF CLAI MANTS OR OTHER PARTIES. NOTHI NG IN TH' S
SECTI ON SHALL AFFECT THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATI VE'S PONER TO SELL
REAL ESTATE OCCUPI ED BY AN HEI R OR DEVI SEE.

(B) REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY. --A REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY

GRANTED LETTERS OF ADM NI STRATI ON SHALL HAVE THE PONER TO TAKE,

CLEAR, COMBI NE_OR TRANSFER TITLE TO REAL PROPERTY OF THE ESTATE

AS NECESSARY TO RETURN SUCH PROPERTY TO PRODUCTI VE USE, AND UPON

PAYMENT OF FAIR MARKET VALUE OF THE PROPERTY IN ITS CURRENT

STATE, TO THE ESTATE.

20050S0665B1238 - 17 -



1 Section 8 2.

Thi s act shall

t ake effect

D20L20RLE/ 20050S0665B1238 - 18 -

in 60 days.



