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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 659 =5

| NTRODUCED BY ORI E, ERI CKSON, KITCHEN, C. WLLIAMS, PI PPY,
WONDERLI NG, LOGAN, CONTI, COSTA AND RHOADES, APRIL 28, 2005

REFERRED TO COVWMUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT, APRIL 28, 2005
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AN ACT
Providing for grants to the performng arts; and conferring

functions on the Departnent of Comrunity and Econom c

Devel opnent, the Departnment of Revenue and the Ofice of the

Budget .

The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
her eby enacts as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title.

This act shall be known and may be cited as the Assistance
for the Performng Arts Act.
Section 2. Definitions.

The foll ow ng words and phrases when used in this act shal
have the neanings given to themin this section unless the
context clearly indicates otherw se:

"Departnent."” The Departnent of Community and Econom c
Devel opnent of the Commonweal t h.

"Eligible cost.” Any of the follow ng expenses incurred by a
perform ng arts organi zati on:

(1) Expenses for the acquisition, construction,

reconstruction, expansion, extension, denolition,
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i nprovenent, rehabilitation or renodeling of interests in

| and, buil dings, structures, inprovenents or infrastructure

of the performng arts facility.

(2) Admnistrative and operating costs and expenses
incurred by the performng arts organization.

"Ofice." The Ofice of the Budget of the Conmonwealt h.

"Performng arts organi zation." A nonprofit organization
t hat :

(1) has been in existence for at least five years; and
(2) regularly produces and performs |ive nusical,
concert, dance, ballet and legitimate full-length play
productions in a hall or theater.
Section 3. Establishnent.

There is established within the departnment a programto be
known as the Assistance Programfor the Performng Arts. The
program shall provide grants to perform ng arts organi zations in
this Commonweal th to assist with their adm nistrative and
operati ng expenses.

Section 4. Application for program grant.

A performng arts organi zation |located in and organi zed under
the laws of this Conmonweal th nust submit a grant application to
the departnent. The application nust be on a departnent-approved
form and nust incl ude:

(1) The nane and address of the applicant.
(2) An accounting of all payroll taxes collected and
paid by the applicant under Article Ill of the act of March

4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known as the Tax Reform Code of 1971,

during the prior cal endar year.

(3) The nunber of full-time enpl oyees of the performng

arts organi zati on.
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(4) Any other information required by the departnent.
Section 5. Review.

(a) Departnent review --Upon receipt of a conpleted
application, the departnent shall review the application and
ensure that the applicant is a bona fide performng arts
organi zation that has met all the requirenents of the
depart nment.

(b) Financial review --

(1) The departnent shall forward the application to the
of fice and the Departnent of Revenue. The office and the
Depart ment of Revenue shall review the application.

Not wi t hst andi ng section 353(f) of the act of March 4, 1971

(P.L.6, No.2), known as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, the

Depart ment of Revenue may supply the departnment and the

office with information concerning the total taxes owed or

pai d by an applicant or for which the applicant nmay ot herw se

be |i abl e.

(2) The office may accept, reject or adjust the estinmate
of the ampunt of tax remtted or to be remtted to the
Commonweal th by the applicant.

Section 6. Approval .

(a) Tine.--Wthin 60 days of receipt of the information from
t he Departnent of Revenue, the office shall determne if the
anount of tax reported by the applicant is accurate and shal
then notify the departnent.

(b) Grant approval.--Upon receipt of the notification under
subsection (a), the departnment shall approve the application and
award the applicant a grant in the anount of verified tax paid.

(c) Accountability.--At the end of each year for which a

grant is awarded, the departnment shall ensure that the grant was
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used for the adm nistrative and operating expenses of the
perform ng arts organi zation.

(d) Limtations.--1f sufficient funds are not appropriated
to cover the anticipated cost of the grants awarded in any given
fiscal year, the departnent shall prorate paynents to perform ng
arts organi zati ons.

Secti on 20. Ef fecti ve date.
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This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.
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