PRI OR PRINTER S NO. 844 PRINTER S NO. 1354

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 655 5

| NTRODUCED BY MADI GAN, STQUT, O PAKE, M VWH TE, COSTA, RAFFERTY,
RHOADES, BOSCOLA, D. VWH TE, ORI E AND WONDERLI NG, MAY 26, 2005

SENATOR TOMLI NSON, CONSUMER PROTECTI ON AND PROFESSI ONAL
LI CENSURE, AS AVMENDED, NOVEMBER 15, 2005

AN ACT
1 Anending the act of May 23, 1945 (P.L.913, No.367), entitled, as
2 anended, "An act relating to and regulating the practice of
3 t he profession of engineering, including civil engineering,
4 mechani cal engi neering, electrical engineering, mning
5 engi neering and chem cal engineering, the profession of |and
6 surveying and the profession of geology and constituent parts
7 and conbi nations thereof as herein defined; providing for the
8 l'icensing and registration of persons practicing said
9 prof ession, and the certification of engineers-in-training
10 and surveyors-in-training, and the suspension and revocati on
11 of said licenses, registrations and certifications for
12 violation of this act; prescribing the powers and duties of
13 the State Registration Board for Professional Engineers, Land
14 Surveyors and Geol ogi sts, the Departnent of State and the
15 courts; prescribing penalties; and repealing exi sting | aws, "
16 prOV|d|ng for the use of the ternms "engi neer” and
17 “engineer+ag— "ENG NEERI NG'; AND PROVI DI NG FOR CONTI NUI NG
18 PROFESS| ONAL ENGI NEERI NG COMPETENCY AND EDUCATI ON
19 REQUI REMENTS.
20 The General Assenbly of the Conmonweal th of Pennsyl vani a

21 hereby enacts as follows:

22 Section 1. Seettons—3—and6 SECTION 3 of the act of My 23,
23 1945 (P.L.913, No.367), known as the Engi neer, Land Surveyor and
24 Ceol ogi st Registration Law, amended Decenber 16, 1992 (P.L.1151,
25 No. 151), are |S anended to read:

26 Section 3. Practice of Engineering, Land Surveying or
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CGeol ogy Wthout Licensure and Registration Prohibited.--(a) In
order to safeguard life, health or property and to pronote the
general welfare, it is unlawful for any person to practice or to
offer to practice engineering in this Commonweal th, unless he is
Iicensed and regi stered under the laws of this Conmonwealth as a
pr of essi onal engi neer, for any person to practice or to offer to
practice | and surveying, unless he is |licensed and regi stered
under the laws of this Comonweal th as a professional |and
surveyor or for any person to practice or to offer to practice
geol ogy unless he is licensed and regi stered under the | aws of
this Cormmonweal th as a professional geol ogist. Individuals
i censed as professional engineers, professional |and surveyors
or registered | andscape architects may perform geol ogi cal work
which is incidental to their engineering, surveying or |andscape
architecture without being |icensed as a professional geol ogist.
(b) A person shall be construed to practice or offer to
practice engineering, |and surveying or geology who practices
any branch of the profession of engineering, |and surveying or
geol ogy; or who, by verbal claim sign, advertisenent,
| etterhead, card, or in any other way represents hinself to be
an engi neer, |land surveyor or geol ogist, or through the use of
some other title inplies that he is an engi neer, |and surveyor
or geologist or that he is registered under this act; or who
hol ds hinself out as able to perform or who does perform any
engi neering, |land surveying or geol ogical service or work or any
ot her service designated by the practitioner or recogni zed as
engi neering, |land surveying or geol ogy.

(c) Notw thstandi ng subsection (b), the title "engi neer" nnay

only be used by an individual |icensed as a professi onal

engi neer unless the individual is one of the foll ow ng:
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(1) A | oconptive engi neer.

(2) An operating engi neer.

(3) A PROJECT ENG NEER I N THE CONSTRUCTI ON | NDUSTRY. <—

{3} (4) An individual who is not offering engi neering <—

services or engaged in the practice of engi neering as defined in

section 2(a)(1).

SECTION 2. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDI NG A SECTI ON TO READ: <—
SECTI ON 4.5. CONTI NUI NG PROFESSI ONAL ENG NEERI NG COVPETENCY

REQUI REMENTS. --(A) I N ORDER TO HELP SAFEGUARD LI FE, HEALTH AND

PROPERTY AND TO PROMOTE THE PUBLI C WELFARE, THE PRACTI CE OF

PROFESSI ONAL_ ENG NEERING I N THI S COMWONWEALTH REQUI RES

CONTI NUI NG PROFESSI ONAL  COVPETENCY.

(B) EACH I N-STATE AND OUT- OF- STATE ENG NEERI NG LI CENSEE

SHALL BE REQUI RED TO MEET THE CONTI NU NG PROFESSI ONAL COVPETENCY

REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON AS A CONDI TI ON FOR LI CENSURE

RENEWAL. CONTI NUI NG PROFESSI ONAL COVPETENCY OBTAI NED BY AN

ENG NEERI NG LI CENSEE SHOULD MAI NTAI'N, | MPROVE OR EXPAND SKILLS

AND KNOW EDGE OBTAINED PRIOR TO I NI TIAL_LI CENSURE OR DEVELOP NEW

AND RELEVANT SKILLS AND KNOW EDGE.

(©)  EACH ENG NEERI NG LI CENSEE SHALL BE REQUI RED TO OBTAI N

TVENTY FOUR PDH UNI TS DURI NG THE Bl ANNUAL RENEWAL PERI GD. ITF AN

ENG NEERI NG LI CENSEE EXCEEDS THE REQUI REMENT | N ANY RENEWAL

PERI OD, A MAXIMUM OF TWELVE PDH UNI TS MAY BE CARRI ED FORWARD

| NTO THE SUBSEQUENT RENEWAL PERI CD. PDH UNI TS MAY BE EARNED AS

(1) SUCCESSFUL COWPLETI ON OF COLLEGE COURSES RELEVANT TO THE

PROFESSI ONAL PRACTI CE OF ENG NEERI NG

(2) SUCCESSFUL COVPLETI ON OF CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON COURSES

RELEVANT TO THE PROFESSI ONAL PRACTI CE OF ENG NEERI NG

(3)  SUCCESSFUL COVPLETI ON OF CORRESPONDENCE, TELEVI SED,
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VI DEOTAPED AND OTHER SHORT COURSES OR TUTORIALS, RELEVANT TO THE

PROFESSI ONAL PRACTI CE OF ENG NEERI NG

(4) PRESENTI NG OR ATTENDI NG QUALI FYI NG SEM NARS, | N- HOUSE

COURSES, WORKSHOPS OR PROFESSI ONAL OR TECHNI CAL PRESENTATI ONS

MADE AT MEETI NGS, CONVENTI ONS OR CONFERENCES, RELEVANT TO THE

PROFESSI ONAL PRACTI CE OF ENG NEERI NG

(5) TEACHI NG OR I NSTRUCTI NG I N ANY OF THE ACTIVITIES LI STED

IN CLAUSES (1) THROUGH (4).

(6) AUTHORI NG PUBLI SHED PAPERS, ARTI CLES, BOOKS OR ACCEPTED

LI CENSI NG EXAM NATI ON | TEMS.

(7) ACTI VELY PARTI Cl PATI NG I N PROFESSI ONAL OR TECHN CAL

SOCI ETI ES RELEVANT _TO THE PROFESSI ONAL_PRACTI CE OF ENG NEERI NG

AN ENG NEERI NG LI CENSEE SHALL SERVE AS AN OFFI CER OR ACTI VELY

PARTI CI PATE IN A COW TTEE OF THE ORGANI ZATION I N ORDER TO

RECEIVE CREDIT. PDH CREDI TS SHALL NOT_BE EARNED UNTIL THE END OF

EACH YEAR OF SERVICE | S COVPLETED.

(8) OBTAI NI NG PATENTS.

(D) (1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN CLAUSE (2), UNITS OF OTHER

TYPES OF CREDIT SHALL BE CONVERTED TO PDH UNI TS AS FOLLOWE:

(1) ONE COLEGE OR UNIT SEMESTER HOUR SHALL EQUAL FORTY- FI VE

PDH UNI TS.

(1) ONE COLEGE OR UNIT QUARTER HOUR SHALL EQUAL THI RTY PDH

(111) ONE CONTINU NG EDUCATION UNIT SHALL EQUAL TEN PDH

(1V)  ONE HOUR OF PROFESSI ONAL DEVELOPMENT | N COURSE WORK,

SEM NARS OR PROFESSI ONAL OR TECHNI CAL PRESENTATI ONS MADE AT

VEETI NGS, CONVENTI ONS OR CONFERENCES SHALL EQUAL ONE PDH UNIT.

(V) EACH PUBLI SHED PAPER, ARTICLE OR BOOK SHALL EQUAL TEN

PDH UNI TS.

20050S0655B1354 - 4 -



1
2
3
4
5
6
-
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

(M) ACTIVE PARTI CI PATION I N A PROFESSI ONAL _AND TECHNI CAL

SOCI ETY, RELEVANT TO THE PROFESSI ONAL PRACTI CE OF ENG NEERI NG

SHALL EQUAL, FOR EACH ORGANI ZATION, TWO PDH UNI TS.

(M) EACH PATENT OBTAINED SHALL EQUAL TEN PDH UNI TS.

(2) TEACHI NG ANY COF THE ACTIVITIES LISTED IN CLAUSE (1) (1)

THROUGH (1V) SHALL EQUAL DOUBLE THE AMOUNT OF PDH UNI TS PROVI DED

FOR IN THOSE SUBCLAUSES. TEACHI NG CREDIT SHALL BE AWARDED FOR

TEACHI NG A COURSE OR SEM NAR FOR THE FIRST TIME ONLY, BUT SHALL

NOT BE AWARDED TO FULL-TIME FACULTY | N THE PERFORVANCE OF THEIR

DUTI ES AT THEI R EMPLOYI NG | NSTI TUTI ONS.

(E) THE BOARD SHALL HAVE FI NAL AUTHORITY W TH RESPECT TO

APPROVAL OF COURSES, CREDIT, PDH VALUE FOR COURSES AND OTHER

MVETHODS OF EARNING CREDIT. CREDI T DETERM NATI ON FOR ACTI VI TI ES

LI STED I N SUBSECTION (D) (1) (V) AND (VIl) SHALL BE THE

RESPONSI BI LI TY OF THE ENG NEERI NG LI CENSEE.

(F) THE ENG NEERI NG LI CENSEE SHALL BE RESPONSI BLE FOR

MAI NTAI NI NG RECORDS TO BE USED TO SUPPORT CREDI TS CLAI MED.

REQUI RED RECORDS SHALL | NCLUDE ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(1) A LOG SHON NG THE TYPE OF ACTIVITY CLAI MED, SPONSORI NG

ORGANI ZATI ON, LOCATI ON, DURATI ON, I NSTRUCTOR' S OR SPEAKER S NAME

AND PDH CREDI TS EARNED.

(2) ATTENDANCE VERI FI CATI ON RECORDS I N THE FORM OF

COVPLETI ON CERTI FI CATES OR OTHER DOCUMENTS SUPPORTI NG EVI DENCE

OF _ATTENDANCE.

(G AN ENG NEERI NG LI CENSEE NMAY BE EXEMPT FROM THE

REQUI REMENTS OF THI S SECTI ON FOR ANY OF THE FOLLOW NG REASONS:

(1) NEW ENG NEERI NG LI CENSEES WHO ARE LI CENSED AS A RESULT

OF EXAM NATION OR COM TY SHALL BE EXEMPT FOR THEI R FI RST RENEWAL

(2) AN ENG NEERI NG LI CENSEE SERVI NG ON TEMPORARY ACTI VE DUTY
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IN THE ARVED FORCES OF THE UNI TED STATES FOR A PERI OD OF Tl ME

EXCEEDI NG ONE_ HUNDRED TVENTY CONSECUTI VE DAYS IN A YEAR SHALL BE

EXEMPT FROM OBTAI NI NG THE PROFESSI ONAL DEVELOPMVENT HOURS

REQUI RED DURI NG THAT YEAR

(3)  ENG NEERI NG LI CENSEES EXPERI ENCI NG PHYSI CAL DI SABI LI TY,

I LLNESS OR OTHER EXTENUATI NG Cl RCUMSTANCES AS REVI EVED AND

APPROVED BY THE BOARD NAY BE EXEMPT. SUPPORTI NG DOCUNMENTATI ON

MUST BE FURNI SHED TO THE BOARD.

(4) LICENSEES WHO LI ST THEI R OCCUPATI ON AS RETIRED OR

| NACTI VE_ ON THE BOARD- APPROVED RENEWAL FORM AND WHO CERTI FY THAT

THEY ARE NO LONGER RECEI VI NG ANY REMUNERATI ON FOR PROVI DI NG

PROFESSI ONAL ENG NEERI NG SERVI CES SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM THE

PROFESSI ONAL DEVELOPMVENT HOURS REQUI REMENT. |N THE EVENT SUCH A

PERSON ELECTS TO RETURN TO ACTI VE PRACTI CE OF PROFESSI ONAL

ENG NEERI NG PROFESSI ONAL DEVELOPMVENT HOURS MUST BE EARNED

BEFORE RETURNI NG TO ACTI VE PRACTI CE FOR EACH YEAR EXEMPTED, NOT

TO EXCEED THE BI ANNUAL RENEVAL REQUI REMENTS.

(H AN ENG NEERI NG LI CENSEE_MAY BRI NG AN I NACTI VE LI CENSE TO

ACTI VE_STATUS BY OBTAI NI NG ALL_ DELI NQUENT _PDH UNI TS, EXCEPT THAT

UNDER NO Cl RCUMSTANCE SHALL AN ENG NEERI NG LI CENSEE BE REQUI RED

TO OBTAIN MORE THAN TWENTY- FOUR PDH UNI TS TO RESTORE AN | NACTI VE

(1) THE CONTI NUI NG PROFESSI ONAL COVPETENCY REQUI REMENTS OF

TH' S SECTI ON ARE SATI SFI ED VWHEN A NONRESI DENT_CERTI FI ES TO BE

LI CENSED IN AND HAS MET THE MANDATORY CONTI NU NG PROFESSI ONAL

COVPETENCY REQUI REMENTS COF ANY JURI SDI CTI ON APPROVED AND LI STED

BY THE BOARD.

(J)  THE FOLLON NG WORDS AND PHRASES SHALL HAVE THE MEANI NGS

G VEN TO THEM IN TH' S SUBSECTI ON:

"ACTIVITY" SHALL MEAN ANY QUALI FYI NG ACTIVITY WTH A CLEAR
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PURPOSE AND OBJECTI VE WH CH W LL NAI NTAIN, | MPROVE OR EXPAND THE

SKILLS AND KNONEDGE RELEVANT TO A LI CENSEE' S PRACTI CE OF

PROFESSI ONAL _ENG NEERI NG

"COLLEGE OR UNI T _SEMESTER HOUR' OR "COLLEGE OR UNI T_QUARTER

HOUR' SHALL MEAN CREDI T FOR COURSES | N ABET- APPROVED PROGRAMS OR

OTHER RELATED COLLEGE COURSES.

" CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON UNI T" SHALL MEAN A UNIT OF CREDI T

CUSTOVARI LY USED FOR CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON COURSES.

"COURSE" SHALL MEAN ANY QUALI FYI NG COURSE WTH A CLEAR

PURPOSE AND OBJECTI VE WH CH W LL NAI NTAIN, | MVPROVE OR EXPAND THE

SKILLS AND KNOWEDGE RELEVANT TO A LI CENSEE' S PRACTI CE OF

PROFESSI ONAL ENG NEERI NG

" PROFESSI ONAL DEVELOPMENT HOUR' OR "PDH' SHALL NMEAN A CONTACT

HOUR OF | NSTRUCTI ON OR PRESENTATI ON RELEVANT TO THE PROFESSI ONAL

PRACTI CE OF ENG NEERI NG

SECTION 3. SECTION 6 OF THE ACT, AMENDED DECEMBER 16, 1992
(P.L.1151, NO 151), IS AMENDED TO READ:

Section 6. Practice by Firns and Corporations.--The practice
of engineering, of |and surveying and of geol ogy being the
function of an individual or of individuals working in concerted
effort, it shall be unlawful for any firmor corporation to
engage in such practice, or to offer to practice, or to assune

use or advertise any title or description, including the use of

the term"engi neer" or "engineering" inits firmor corporate

nane, conveying the inpression that such firmor corporation is
engaged in or is offering to practice such profession, unless
the directing heads and enpl oyes of such firmor corporation in
responsi bl e charge of its activities in the practice of such
prof ession are licensed and registered in conformty with the

requi renents of this act, and whose nane, seal and signature,
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along with the date of signature, shall be stanped on al

1

2 specifications,
3 corporation.
4

Section 2 4.

plats and reports issued by such firmor

This act shall take effect in 60 days.
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